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PREFACE 

On Advent Sunday 1922 the New Lectionary became an 
authorised alternative to that of 1871. It had been 
prepared by a Joint Committee of the Convocation of 
Canterbury with the co-operation of representatives of the 
Convocation of York. The first sitting of the Committee 
took place on 24 June, 1915, and their report is dated 6 
March, 1917. 

When it finally appeared, the New Lectionary was issued 
with full authority. It had received the approval of all 
four Houses of Convocation and of the Church Assembly, 
and it had been embodied in the “ Revised Tables of 
Lessons Measure 1922,” which passed through Parliament 
and duly received the royal assent. 

In course of the debates in Convocation the desirability 
of having short introductions to lessons read in church was 
several times mentioned. The Bishop of London said that 
he would never forget the extraordinary attention he used 
to get in Bethnal Green to every lesson by giving a little 
introduction in a simple way before it was read. Dr. 
Chase, Bishop of Ely, the Chairman of the Joint Committee, 
suggested that an Authorised Book of brief introductions 
to the lessons should be issued for optional use. The 
suggestion was carefully considered, but it was felt that 
there might be, as Canon R. H. Kennett put it, “ some 
danger in drawing up a fixed and authoritative intro¬ 
duction.” 

Various experiments, however, have been made in this 
direction by private individuals : notably by the Rev. 
J. A. Wood, Vicar of Witherly, and the Rev. C. M. Chavasse, 
Master of St. Peter’s Hall, Oxford. In a foreword to Mr. 
Ohavasse’s notes, The Meaning of the Lessons (Lutterworth 
Press), the Bishop of Oxford says : “ I think they meet a 
real need : it is not always easy for persons who are not 


PREFACE 


Biblical students to catch the point of connection between 
the Lessons and the Service of the day.” It is, indeed, 
always difficult, when an unfamiliar passage is read from 
an ancient document, to pick up its drift at once. 

The point of view from which the introductory notes 
here published have been written is the point of view of the 
man in the pew. They aim at putting him into a better 
position to listen. If he knows where he is and what 
principally to look out for, he will be able much more easily 
to take in the meaning of what he hears. 

Experience in the Parish Church at Rugby has taught mo 
that the notes should be as short as possible. It has also 
led to certain criticisms and suggestions which will be found 
in an Appendix. 

Lessons are suggested in the Revised Prayer Book for 
Dedication Festivals and Harvest Thanksgivings. I have 
included notes on these, and I have added proposals as 
to lessons which may be used with the Bishop’s permission 
for other special occasions. 

I am greatly indebted to a number of commentaries, and 
to the exposition of the Lessons published by the late 
Professors Sanday and Burney and Mr. C. W. Emmet 
under the title The New Lessons Explained (O.U.P., 1020). 
I have also made some use of the late Canon E. R. Bernard’s 
thoughtful Notes on the Table of Lessons for Holy Days 
(S.P.C.K., 1918—now out of print). 

My thanks are due to the Editor of the Church of England 
Neivspaper for permission to reprint and revise notes pub¬ 
lished in that paper from Easter to Advent in the year 1931. 
Finally, I should like to express my sincere gratitude to 
the Rev. R. S. K. Seeley, M.A., who has very kindly read 
through my manuscript and made valuable criticisms and 
suggestions. 
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TATED . 


TABLES OF LESSONS 


TABLES OF 

TABLE 

Except on Septuagesima Sunday and the Sunday next bejorc 
provided both for Mattins and Evensong , one 
*It is convenient that , when alternative Lessons are provided, 



MORNING 

PRAYER. 


FIRST LESSON. 

SECOND LESSON. 

Advent Sunday 

flsaiah 1, 1-20 

John 3, 1-21 

I Thes. 4, 13—5, 11 

Second Sunday in 
Advent 

Isaiah 5 

John 5, 19-40 

II Peter 3, 1-14 

Third Sunday in 
Advent 

Isaiah 25, 1-9 

Luke 3, 1-17 

I Timothy 1, 12—2, 7 

Fourth Sunday in 
Advent 

Isaiah 32, 1-18 

Luke 1, 26-45 

II Timothy 3, 14—4, 8 

Christmas Eve 
Christmas Day 

Isaiah 9, 2-7 

Luke 2, 1-20 

St. Stephen 

St. John Evangelist 
Innocents' Day 

Goncsis 4, 1-10 

Exodus 33, 9-19 
Jeremiah 31, 1-17 

Acts 6 

John 13, 21-35 

Matthew 18, 1-10 

XSunday after 
Christmas Day 

Isaiah 40, 1-11 

Luke 2, 22-40 

Colossians 1, 1-20 

December 29 
December 30 
December 31 

§Isaiah 55 

Isaiah 60, 13-end 

Isaiah 62 

Luke 12, 1-21 

Luke 12, 22-34 

Luko 12, 35-48 

Circumcision 

Genesis 17, 1-13 

Romans 2, 17-end 

||Second Sunday 
after Christmas 

Isaiah 42, 1-16 

Matthew 6, 19-ond 
Ephesians 1 

January 2 

January 3 

January 4 

January 5 

Isaiah 63, 1-6 

Isaiah 64 

Isaiah 65, 17-ond 

Isaiah 66, 10-ond 

Matthow 1, 18-ond 
Matthew 2 

Matthew 3, 1—4, 11 
Matthew 4, 12—5, 16 


* Great care is necessary in choosing alternatives. Thus anyone 

Evensong would fail to convey 
t Read during Advent in accordance 
J Note. —The Lessons for the Sunday after Christmas will be read 

the Morning 

§ Appropriate Lcssoyis are chosen for the 
|| Note. —The Lessons for the Second Sunday after Christmas will 

case the Morning 
Tf The reading of the Pauline Epistles in their 




















LESSONS 

I 


Advent, on every Sunday on which Lessons from the Oospels are 
of such Lessons shall always he read. 

choice be exercised according to some scheme of consecutive reading. 


EVENING PRAYER. 


FIRST lesson. 

SECOND LESSON. 

Isaiah 2 

Isaiah 1, 18-ond 

Matthew 24, 1-28 
Revelation 14, 13—15, 4 

Advent Sunday 

Isaiah 10, 33—11, 9 

Isaiah 11, 10—12-end 

Matthew 24, 29-end 
Revelation 20 & 21, 1-8 

Second Sunday in 
Advent 

Isaiah 26 

Isaiah 28, 1-22 

Matthew 25, 1-30 
Revelation 21, 9—22, 5 

Third Sunday in 
Advent 

Isaiah 33, 2-22 

Isaiah 35 

Matthew 25, 31-end 
Revelation 22, 6-end 

Fourth Sunday in 
Advent 

Zechariah 2, 10-end 

Isaiah 7, 10-14 

Titus 2, 11—3, 7 

I John 4, 7-ond 

Christmas Eve 
Christmas Day 

II Chronicles 24, 15-22 
Isaiah 6, 1-8 

Isaiah 49, 14-25 

Acts 7, 54—8, 4 

I John 5, 1-12 

Mark 10, 13-16 

St. Stephen 

St. John Evangelist 
Innocents' Day 

Isaiah 40, 12-end 

Isaiah 41, 1-20 

John 10, 1-16 

Philippians 2, 1-11 

XSunday after 
Christmas Day 

Isaiah 60, 1-12 

Isaiah 61 

Deuteronomy 10,12—11,1 

Colossians 2, 6-17 
Colossians 3, 1-17 

Luke 21, 25-36 

December 29 
December 30 
December 31 

Deuteronomy 30 

Isaiah 43, 1-13 

Isaiah 43, 14—44, 5 

Romans 13 

Matthew 7, 13-27 

I John 3 

Circumcision 

||£econd Sunday 
after Christmas 

Isaiah 63, 7-end 

Isaiah 65, 1-16 

Isaiah 66, 1-9 

Isaiah 49, 1-13 

^11 Thessalonians 1 

I Thessalonians 2, 1-16 

I Thes. 2, 17—3-end 
Romans 15, 8-21 

January 2 

January 3 

January 4 

January 5 


who read Jeremiah 10, 1-16 and Mark 10, 1-16 for Septuagesima 
the intended teaching, 
with ancient precedent. 

only when December 29, 30, or 31 is a Sunday, and in the last case 
Lessons only. 

last three days of the civil year. 

be read only when January 2, 3, 4, or 5 is a Sunday, and in the last 
Lessons only. 

generally accepted historical order begins. 


















MORNING 

PRAYER. 


FIRST LESSON. 

SECOND LESSON. 

Epiphany 

Isaiah 60 

Luke 3, 15-22 

First Sunday after 
Epiphany 

Isaiah 44, 6-end 

John 1, 19-34 

Ephesians 2 

Second Sunday after 
Epiphany 

Isaiah 49, 1-13 

Luke 4, 16-30 

James 1 

Third Sunday after 
Epiphany 

fHosoa 11, 1—12, 6 

John 2 

James 2 

Fourth Sunday after 
Epiphany 

Amos 3 

John 3, 22-ond 

James 3 

Fifth Sunday after 
Epiphany 

Amos 7 

John 4, 43-ond 

James 4 

Sixth Sunday after 
Epiphany 

Micah 2 

John 5, 24-end 

James 5 

Septuagesima 

JGenosis 1, 1—2, 3 

§ J ohn 1, 1-18 

Revelation 21, 1-14 

Sexagesima 

Gonesis 3 

Mark 9, 33-ond 

I Corinthians 6 

Quinquagesima 

Genesis 12, 1-8 

Ecclesiasticus 1, 1-13 

Matthew 5, 1-16 

I Corinthians 12, 4-end 

Ash Wednesday 

Isaiah 58 

Mark 2, 13-22 

First Sunday in 
Lent 

Genesis 18 

Ecclesiasticus 2 

Matthew 3 

Hebrows 6 

Second Sunday in 
Lent 

Genesis 27, 1-40 

Ecclesiasticus 4, 11-28 

Matthew 9, 1-17 

Hebrows 9, 11-end 

Third Sunday in 

Genesis 37 

Matthew 18, 1-14 

Lent 

Ecclesiasticus 10, 12-24 

Hebrows 10, 19-end 


The Sunday Lessons from Isaiah break off here. All except two 

Sunday before 
t The variable 

t It was customary in the early Church to read Genesis in Lent. 

follow in due course until Lent V, 
§ It is not necessary on this Sunday to read at 






















EVENING 

PRAYER. 


FIRST LESSON. 

SECOND LESSON. 


Isaiah 61 

John 2, 1-11 

Epiphany 

Isaiah 45 

Isaiah 48 

John 4, 1-42 

Colossians 1, 21—2, 7 

First Sunday after 
Epiphany 

Isaiah 49, 14-end 
♦Isaiah 50, 4-10 

John 12, 20-end 

I Thes. 1, 1—2, 12 

Second Sunday after 
Epiphany 

Hosoa 14 

Joel 2, 15-end 

John 6, 22-40 

Galatians 1 

Third Sunday after 
Epiphany 

Amos 4, 4-end 

Amos 5, 1-24 

John 6, 41-end 

I Corinthians 1, 1-25 

Fourth Sunday after 
Epiphany 

Amos 8 

Amos 9 

John 7, 14-36 

I Cor. 1, 26—2-ond 

Fifth Sunday after 
Epiphany 

Micah 3 

Micah 5, 2-end 

John 7, 37—8, 11 

I Corinthians 3 

Sixth Sunday after 
Epiphany 

Genesis 2, 4-end 

Jeremiah 10, 1-10 

Mark 10, 1-16 

Revelation 21, 15—22, 5 

Septuagesima 

Gonesis 6, 5-end 

Genesis 8, 15—9, 17 
Ecclesiasticus 15, 11-end 

Luke 17, 20-ond 

I Corinthians 10, 1-24 

Sexagesima 

Genesis 13 

Genesis 15, 1-18 
Ecclesiasticus 1, 14-end 

Luke 10, 25-37 

II Corinthians 1, 1-22 

Quinquagesima 

Jonah 3 

Prayer of Manasseh 

Hebrews 3, 12—4, 13 

Ash Wednesday 

Genosis 21, 1-21 

Genesis 22, 1-19 

Baruch 3, 1-14 

Mark 14, 1-26 

II Corinthians 4 

First Sunday in 
Lent 

Gonesis 28, 10-ond 

Genesis 32, 3-30 
Ecclesiasticus 5, 1-14 

Mark 14, 27-52 

II Corinthians 5 

Second Sunday in 
Lent 

Genesis 39 

Genosis 42 

Ecclesiasticus 17, 1-20 

Mark 14, 53-end 

II Cor. 5, 20—7, 1 

Third Sunday in 
Lent 


of the subsequent chapters are represented in the Lessons on some 
Trinity Sunday. 

weeks begin. . 

The Pentateuch therefore is naturally begun on this Sunday. Lessons 
and are resumed on Easter II. 
least one Lesson from the Gospels. 
































MORNING 

PRAYER. 


FIRST LESSON. 

SECOND LESSON. 

Fourth Sunday in 
Lent 

Genesis 43 

Ecclus. 27, 30—28, 9 

Luke 15 

Hebrews 12 

Fifth Sunday in 
Lent 

Exodus 2, 23—3-end 

Matthew 20, 17-28 
Hebrews 13, 1-21 

Palm Sunday 

Isaiah 52, 13—53-ond 

Matthew 26 

M. 

Tu. 

W. 

Th. 

Good Friday 

Lamentations 1, 1-12 
Isaiah 42, 1-9 

Numbers 21, 4-9 

Exodus 24, 1-11 

Genosis 22, 1-18 

John 14, 1-14 

John 15, 1-16 

John 16, 1-15 

John 17 

John 18 

Easter Eve 

Zechariah 9, 9-12 

Luke 23, 50-end 

Easter Day 

Exodus 12, 1-14 

Revelation 1, 4-18 

M. 

Tu. 

♦Exodus 15, 1-18 

Isaiah 25, 1-9 

Luke 24, 1-12 

Matthew 28, 1-10 

First Sunday after 
Easter 

Isaiah 52, 1-12 

Luke 24, 13-35 

I Corinthians 15, 1-28 

Second Sunday after 
Easter 

Exodus 16, 2-15 

Isaiah 55 

John 5, 19-29 

I Corinthians 15, 35-end 

Third Sunday after 
Easter 

Numbers 22, 1-35 

Isaiah 57, 15-end 

Mark 5, 21-end 

Acts 2, 22-end 

Fourth Sunday after 
Easter 

Deuteronomy 4, 1-24 
Isaiah 60 

Luke 16, 19-end 

Acts 3 

Fifth Sunday after 
Easter 

Deuteronomy 6 

Isaiah 62 

Luke 20, 27—21, 4 

Acts 4, 1-33 

f M. 

Rogation Days { Tu. 

Uv. 

Ascension Day 

fDoutoronomy 7, 6-13 
Deuteronomy 28, 1-14 
Joel 2, 21-27 

II Kings 2, 1-15 

Matthew 6, 5-18 

Luke 5, 1-11 

John 6, 22-40 

Ephesians 4, 1-16 

Sunday after 
Ascension 

Deuteronomy 26 

Isaiah 64 

John 14, 1-14 

Ephesians 1, 3-end 


* All the Lessons of this week are chosen for their 
t Appropriate Lessons arc 
The consecutive reading of Hebrews, which deals specially with 
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EVENING PRAYER. 


FIRST LESSON. 

SECOND LESSON. 

Genesis 44, 1—45, 8 
Genesis 45, 16—46, 7 
Ecclesiasticus 34, 13-end 

Mark 15, 1-21 

II Corinthians 9 

Fourth Sunday in 
Lent 

Exodus 4, 1-23 

Exodus 4, 27—6, 1 

Mark 15, 22-end 

II Cor. 11, 16—12, 10 

Fifth Sunday in 
Lent 

Exodus 10, 21—11-end 
Isaiah 59, 12-end 

Luke 19, 29-end 

John 12, 1-19 

Palm Sunday 

Lamentations 3, 1-42 
Wisdom 2, 1, 12-end 
Leviticus 16, 2-24 

Exodus 16, 2-15 

Isaiah 52, 13—63—end 

Job 19, 21-27 

John 14, 15-end 

John 15, 17-end 

John 16, 16-end 

John 13, 1-35 

John 19, 31-end 

I Peter 2, 11-end 

John 2, 13-22 

M. 

Tu. 

W. 

Th. 

Good Friday 

Easter Eve 

Isaiah 51, 1-16 

Exodus 14 

John 20, 1-23 

Romans 6, 1-13 

Easter Day 

Isaiah 12 

Isaiah 26, 1-19 

I Peter 1, 1-12 

I Peter 1, 13-end 

M. 

Tu. 

Isaiah 54 

Ezekiel 37, 1-14 

John 20, 24-end 
Revelation 5 

First Sunday after 
Easter 

Exodus 32 

Exodus 33, 7-end 

Isaiah 56, 1-8 

John 21 

Philippians 3, 7-end 

Second Sunday after 
Easter 

Numbers 22, 36—23, 26 
Numbers 23, 27—24-end 
Isaiah 59 

John 11, 1-44 

Revelation 2, 1-17 

Third Sunday after 
Easter 

Deuteronomy 4, 25-40 
Deuteronomy 5 

Isaiah 61 

Luke 7, 1-35 

Revelation 2, 18—3, 6 

Fourth Sunday after 
Easter 

Deuteronomy 8 
Deuteronomy 10, 12—11, 1 
Isaiah 63, 7-end 

John 6, 47-69 

Revelation 3, 7-end 

Fifth Sunday after 
Easter 

Deuteronomy 11, 8-21 

I Kings 8, 22-43 

Song of Three Child.,29-37 
Daniel 7, 9-10, 13-14 \ 

Matthew 6, 19-end 

James 5, 1-18 

Luke 24, 36-end 
[ Hebrews 1 

M. 'j 

Tu. \ Rogation Days 
W. J 

Ascension Day 

Deuteronomy 30 
Deuteronomy 34 

Isaiah 65, 17-end 

John 16, 5-end 

Acts 1, 1-14 

Sunday after 
Ascension 


appropriateness to the season. 

chosen for these three days. 

the heavenly ministry of our Lord , begins. 
































MORNING 

PRAYER. 


FIRST LESSON. 

SECOND LESSON. 

Whit-Sunday 

Joel 2, 28-end 

•‘Romans 8, 1-17 

M. 

Tu. 

Ember Day W. 
Ember Day F. 
Ember Day S. 

Ezekiel 11, 14-20 

Ezekiel 37, 1-14 

I Kings 19, 1-18 

Numbers 11,16-17, 24-29 
Numbers 27, 15-end 

Acts 2, 12-36 

I Corinthians 12, 1-13 

I Corinthians 2 

II Corinthians 5,14—6,10 
Matthew 9, 35—10, 20 

Trinity Sunday 

Isaiah 6, 1-8 

Mark 1, 1-11 

I Peter 1, 1-12 

First Sunday after 
Trinity 

f Joshua 1 

Job 1 

JMark 2, 1-22 

Romans 1 

Second Sunday after 
Trinity 

Judges 4 or 5 

Job 3 

Mark 2, 23—3, 19 

Romans 5 

Third Sunday after 
Trinity 

I Samuel 1 

Job 19 

Mark 4, 1-29 

Romans 6 

Fourth Sunday after 
Trinity 

I Samuel 12 

Job 29 

Mark 6, 1-32 

Romans 12 

Fifth Sunday after 
Trinity 

I Samuel 17, 1-54 
Wisdom 1 

Mark 6, 53—7, 23 
Romans 13 

Sixth Sunday after 
Trinity 

I Samuel 1 

Wisdom 3, 1-9 

Mark 7, 24—8, 10 
Romans 14, 1—15, 7 

Seventh Sunday 
after Trinity 

II Samuel 18 

Wisdom 5, 1-16 

Mark 9, 2-32 

Philippians 1 

Eighth Sunday after 
Trinity 

I Kings 10, 1-13 

Wisdom 6, 12-end 

Mark 10, 1-31 

Philippians 2 

Ninth Sunday after 
Trinity 

I Kings 17 

Wisdom 11, 21—12, 2 

Luke 1, 1-25 

Philippians 3 


* The only Sunday for which no 
■j* Lessons from the historical books 
l The second Lessons , which hitherto have commonly been chosen for 






































EVENING 

PRAYER. 


FIRST LESSON. 

SECOND LESSON. 


Isaiah 11, 1-9 

Ezekiel 36, 22-36 

Romans 8, 18-end 
Galatians 5, 13-end 

Whit-Sunday 

Wisdom 1, 1-7 

Wisdom 7, 15—8, 1 
Wisdom 9 

Jeremiah 31, 31-34 

Isaiah 61 

Acts 2, 37-end 

I Cor. 12, 27—13-end 

I Corinthians 3 

II Corinthians 3 

Acts 20, 17-35 

M. 

Tu. 

W. Ember Day 

F. Ember Day 

S. Ember Day 

Exodus 34, 1-10 

Numbers 6, 22-end 

Isaiah 40, 12-end 

Matthew 28, 16-end 
Ephesians 3 

Trinity Sunday 

Joshua 5, 13—6, 20 
Joshua 24 

Job 2 

Matthew 1, 18-end 

Acts 8, 26-end 

First Sunday after 
Trinity 

Judges 6, 33—7, 23 

Ruth 1 

Job 5, 6-end 

Matthew 2 

Acts 9, 1-31 

Second Sunday after 
Trinity 

I Samuel 2, 1-21 

I Samuel 3 

Job 28 

Matthew 4, 23—5, 16 

Acts 10 

Third Sunday after 
Trinity 

I Samuel 15, 1-31 

I Samuel 16 

Job 38 

Matthew 5, 17-end 

Acts 13, 1-26 

Fourth Sunday after 
Trinity 

I Samuel 20, 1-17 

I Samuel 26 

Wisdom 2 

Matthew 6 

Acts 14 

Fifth Sunday after 
Trinity 

II Samuel 7 

II Samuel 12, 1-23 
Wisdom 4, 7-14 

Matthew 7 

Acts 15, 1-31 

Sixth Sunday after 
Trinity 

I Kings 3 

I Kings 8, 22-61 

Wisdom 6, 1-11 

Matthew 9, 35—10, 23 
Acts 16, 6-end 

Seventh Sunday 
after Trinity 

I Kings 12 

I Kings 13, 1-32 

Wisdom 7, 15—8, 1 

Matthew 10, 24-end 

Acts 17, 16—end 

Eighth Sunday after 
Trinity 

I Kings 18 

I Kings 19 

Wisdom 12, 12-21 

Matthew 11 

Acts 20, 17-end 

Ninth Sunday after 
Trinity 


Lessons are provided from the Gospels . 
begin, continuing until Trinity XIV. 

their appropriateness to the Sunday, are now for the most part consecutive. 
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MORNING PRAYER. 

FIRST LESSON. 

SECOND LESSON. 

Tenth Sunday after 
Trinity 

I Kings 21 

Ecclesiasticus 3, 17-29 

Luke 1, 26-56 

Philippians 4 

Eleventh Sunday 
after Trinity 

II Kings 5 

Ecclesiasticus 18, 1-14 

Luke 1, 57-end 

Colossians 3, 12—4, 6 

Twelfth Sunday 
after Trinity 

II Kings 18, 13-end 
Micah 6 

Luke 4, 1-15 

Philemon 

Thirteenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

II Kings 22 

Habakkuk 2, 1-14 

Luke 4, 31—5, 11 

I Timothy 6 

Fourteenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Ezra 1, 1-8 and 3 
Zephaniah 1 

Luke 7, 36-end 

I Corinthians 13 

Fifteenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Daniel 3 

Luke 9, 57—10, 24 

II Timothy 1 

Sixteenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Jeremiah 5, 1-19 

Luke 11, 1-28 

Titus 2, 1—3, 7 

Seventeenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Jeremiah 17, 6-14 

Luke 11, 29-end 

I Peter 1, 1-21 

Eighteenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Jeremiah 26 

Luke 12, 1-34 

I Peter 1, 22—2, 10 

Nineteenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Jeremiah 31, 23-37 

Luke 12, 35-end 

I Peter 2, 11—3, 7 

Twentieth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Ezekiel 2 

Luke 13 

I Peter 3, 8—4, 6 

Twenty-first Sunday 
after Trinity 

Ezekiel 14 

Luke 14, 1-24 

I Peter 4, 7—5, 11 

Twenty-second Sun¬ 
day after Trinity 

Ezekiel 34, 1-16 

Luke 14, 25—15, 10 

II Peter 1 

f Twenty-third Sun¬ 
day after Trinity 

Proverbs 1, 20-end 

I Maccabees 2, 1-28 

Luke 16 

I Corinthians 1, 1-25 


* The reading of Daniel on Sunday precedes Jeremiah , because the 

to coincide with the 


+ Note. —Instead of the Lessons set down for this and the three 
Epiphany may be read. Provided only that the Lessons set 
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EVENING PRAYER. 


FIRST LESSON. 

SECOND LESSON. 

I Kings 22, 1-40 

II Kings 4, 8-37 
Ecclesiasticus 11, 7-28 

Matthew 13, 24-52 

Acts 27 

Tenth Sunday after 
Trinity 

II Kings 6, 8-23 

II Kings 17, 1-23 
Ecclesiasticus 38, 24-encl 

Matthew 16, 13-end 

Acts 28 

Eleventh Sunday 
after Trinity 

II Kings 19 

Isaiah 38, 1-20 

Micah 7 

Matthew 18, 15-end 
Ephesians 1 

Twelfth Sunday 
after Trinity 

II Kings 23, 1-30 

II Chronicles 36, 1-21 
Habakkuk 3, 2-end 

Matthew 20, 1-28 
Ephesians 2 

Thirteenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Nehemiah 1, 1—2, 8 
♦Daniel 1 

Zephaniah 3 

Matthew 21, 23-end 
Ephesians 4, 1-24 

Fourteenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Daniel 5 

Daniel 6 

Matthew 28 

Ephesians 4, 25—5, 21 

Fifteenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Jeremiah 5, 20-end 
Jeremiah 7, 1-15 

John 8, 12-30 

Ephesians 5, 22—6, 9 

Sixteenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Jeremiah 18, 1-17 
Jeremiah 22, 1-19 

John 8, 31-end 

Ephesians 6, 10-end 

Seventeenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Jeremiah 30, 1-3, 10-22 
Jeremiah 31, 1-20 

John 13 

1 John 1, 1—2, 11 

Eighteenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Jeremiah 35 

Jeremiah 36 

John 14 

I John 2, 12-end 

Nineteenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Ezekiel 3, 4-21 

Ezekiel 13, 1-16 

John 15 

I John 3 

Twentieth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Ezekiel 18, 1-4, 19-end 
Ezekiel 33, 1-20 

John 16 

I J ohn 4 

Twenty-first Sunday 
after Trinity 

Ezekiel 34, 17-end 

Ezekiel 37, 15-end 

John 17 

I J ohn 5 

Twenty-second Sun¬ 
day after Trinity 

Proverbs 2 

Proverbs 3, 1-26 

I Maccabees 2, 29-48 

John 9 

I Corinthians 13 

^Twenty-third Sun¬ 
day after Trinity 


story with which it begins carries on the narrative of II Kings ; and 
week-day Lessons. 

following weeks the Lessons which were omitted in the weeks after the 
down for the Sunday and week next before Advent be always read. 
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MORNING 

PRAYER. 


FIRST LESSON. 

SECOND LESSON. 

Twenty-fourth Sun¬ 
day after Trinity 

Proverbs 8, 1-21 

I Maccabees 2, 49-end 

Luke 17, 1-19 

I Cor. 1, 26—2-end 

Twenty-fifth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Proverbs 13 

I Maccabees 4, 1-25 

Luke 22, 1-38 

I Corinthians 3 

Twenty-sixth Sun¬ 
day after Trinity 

Proverbs 23, 15-end 

I Maccabees 4, 36-end 

Luke 23, 1-25 

Jude 

Sunday next before 
Advent 

Ecclesiastes 11 and 12 

♦John 19, 13-end 

Hebrews 11, 1-16 


* It is not necessary on this Sunday to 
f Here alone three alternative second Lessons are provided : the 
ensure the possibility of the Parable 
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EVENING 

PRAYER. 


FIRST LESSON. 

SECOND LESSON. 


Proverbs 8, 1, 22-end 
Proverbs 9 

I Maccabees 3, 1-26 

John 10 

James 3 

Twenty-fourth Sun¬ 
day after Trinity 

Proverbs 14, 31—15, 17 
Proverbs 16, 1-19 

I Maccabees 4, 26-35 

Luke 22, 39-end 

James 4 

Twenty-fifth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Proverbs 24, 23-end 
Proverbs 31, 10-end 

I Maccabees 14, 4-15 

Luke 23, 26-end 

James 5 

Twenty-sixth Sun¬ 
day after Trinity 

Haggai 2, 1-9 

Malachi 3 and 4 

fJohn 20 

Hebrews 11, 17 — 12, 2 
Luke 15, 11-end 

Sunday next before 
Advent 


read at least one Lesson from the Gospels . 

first two to complete the narrative begun in the morning , the third to 
of the Prodigal Son being read at Evensong . 
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TABLE 

HOLY 


FIRST EVENSONG. 


FIRST LESSON. SECOND LESSON. 


MAT 


FIRST LESSON. 


St. Andrew 

St. Thomas 

Conversion of St. 
Paul 

Purification of the 
Virgin Mary 
St. Matthias 

Annunciation of 
Our Lady 
St. Mark 

St. Philip and St. 
James 

St. Barnabas 
St. John Baptist 
St. Peter 

St. Mary Magda¬ 
lene 

St. James 
Transfiguration 
St. Bartholomew 
St. Matthew 
St. Michael 
St. Luke 

St. Simon and St. 
Jude 

All Saints 


Ecclesiasticus 14, 
20-end 

II Samuel 15, 
17-21 

Jeremiah 1, 4-10 

Exodus 13,11-16 

Isaiah 22, 15-22 

Genesis 3, 1-15 

Ezekiel 1 

Proverbs 4, 10- 
18 

Job 29, 11-16 

Malachi 3, 1-6 

Ezekiel 2, 1-7 

Proverbs 31, 10- 
end 

II Kings 1, 1-15 

Exodus 24, 12- 
end 

Genesis 28, 10- 
17 

I Kings 19, 15- 
end 

Ezekiel 10, 8- 
end 

Isaiah 55 
Isaiah 28, 9-16 
Wisdom 3, 1-9 


John 1, 35-42 

John 11, 1-16 

Acts 26, 1-23 

Galatians 4, 1-7 

John 15, 1-16 

Romans 5, 12-21 

Acts, 12, 25—13, 
13 

John 1, 43-end 

Acts 4, 32-end 

Luke 1, 5-23 

Acts 3 

Luke 8, 1-3 

Luke 9, 46-56 

Luke 9, 28-45 

John 1, 43-end 

Matthew 6, 19- 
end 

Revelation 5 

Luke 1, 1-4 

Ephesians 2, 11- 
end 

Hebrews 11, 32 

— 12 , 2 


Zechariah 8, 20- 
end 

Job 42, 1-6 

Isaiah 49, 1-13 

I Samuel 1, 21- 
end 

I Samuel 2, 27- 
35 

Isaiah 52, 7-12 

Ecclesiasticus 
51, 13-end 
Job 23, 1-12 

Jeremiah 9, 23, 
24 

Ecclesiasticus 
48, 1-10 
Ezekiel 3, 4-11 

Isaiah 52, 7-10 

Jeremiah 45 

Exodus 34, 29- 
end 

Ecclesiasticus 

39, 1-10 

Proverbs 3, 1-18 

II Kings 6, 8-17 
Isaiah 61, 1-6 
Ecclesiasticus 2 
Wisdom 5, 1-16 













DAYS 


TINS. 

SECOND EVENSONG. 


SECOND LESSON. 

FIRST LESSON. 

SECOND LESSON. 


John 12, 20-32 

Ezekiel 47, 1-12 

I Corinthians 1, 
18-end 

St. Andrew 

John 14, 1-7 

Isaiah 35 

I Peter 1, 3-9 

St. Thomas 

Galatians 1, 11- 
end 

Isaiah 45, 18-end 

Philippians 3, 1- 
14 

Conversion of St. 
Paul 

Hebrews 10, 1- 
10 

Haggai 2, 1-9 

Romans 12, 1-5 

Purification of the 
Virgin Mary 

Matthew 7, 15- 
27 

I Samuel 16, 1- 
13 

Acts 20, 17-35 

St. Matthias 

Hebrews 2, fi¬ 
end 

I Samuel 2, 1-11 

Matthew 1, 18- 
23 

Annunciation of 
Our Lady 

Acts 15, 35-end 

Isaiah 62, 6-end 

II Timothy 4, 1- 
11 

John 17, 1-8 

St. Mark 

John 6, 1-14 

Isaiah 30, 15-21 

St. Philip and St. 
James 

Acts 9, 26-31 

Isaiah 42, 5-12 

Acts 14, 8-end 

St. Barnabas 

Luke 3, 1-20 

Malachi 4 

Matthew 11, 2- 
19 

St. John Baptist 

Acts 11, 1-18 

Ezekiel 34, 11- 
16 

John 21, 15-22 

St. Peter 

John 20, 1-10 

Zephaniah 3, 14- 
end 

Jeremiah 26, 1— 

Mark 15, 40—16, 

7 

St. Mary Magda - 

Mark 1, 14-20 

Mark 5, 21-end 

St. James 

II Corinthians 3 

I Kings 19, 1-16 

II Peter 1, 12- 
end 

Transfiguration 

Matthew 10, 1— 
15 

Deuteronomy 18, 
15-19 

Matthew 10, 16- 
22 

St. Bartholomew 

Matthew 19, 16- 
end 

I Chronicles 29, 
9-17 

I Timothy 6, 6- 
19 

St. Matthew 

Acts 12, 1-11 

Daniel 10, 4-end 

Matthew 13, 24- 
30, 36-43 

St. Michael 

Acts 16, 6-18 

Ecclesiasticus 38, 
1-14 

Colossians 4, 7— 
end 

St. Luke 

Luke 6, 12-23 

I Maccabees 2, 
42-66 

Jude 17-end 

St. Simon and St. 
Jude 

Revelation 19, 
6-10 

Ecclesiasticus 44, 
1-15 

Revelation 7, 9- 
end 

All Saints 
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TABLE III 

SPECIAL OCCASIONS 



OLD TESTAMENT. 

NEW TESTAMENT. 

Dedication 

Festival 

I Chronicles 29 

I Kings 8, 54-62 

Hebrews 10, 19-25 

Thanksgiving for 
Harvest 

Deuteronomy 8, 7-20 
Deuteronomy 26, 1-11 
Deuteronomy 28, 1-14 

Matthew 13, 24-30 

John 4, 31-38 

John 6, 26—35 

II Corinthians 9, 6-15 
Revelations 14, 14-18 

Armistice Day 

Micah 4, 1-5 

Wisdom 3, 1-5, 4, 7— 
11, 13, 14 

I Maccabees 9, 3-22 

Romans 8, 31-39 
Ephesians 6, 10-20 
Hebrews 11, 32-38, 12, 
l-2a. 

Revelation 21, 1-7 

Choir Festival 

II Chronicles 29, 25-31 
Ecclesiasticus 50, 1-24 

Revelation 5 

Revelation 14, 1-3, 6, 7 

Hospital Sunday 

Ecclesiasticus 7, 10-15, 
18, 33-36 

Ecclesiasticus 38, 1-14 

Matthew 9, 1-14 

Acts 28, 1-10 

Industrial Sunday 

Isaiah 35 

Isaiah 55 

Isaiah 61 

Luke 10, 25-37 

Romans 12 

Galatians 6, 1-10 

Missionary Festival 

Ruth 1, 1-19 

Isaiah 6, 1-8 

Isaiah 19, 19-25 

Isaiah 49, 1-13 

Jonah 3 and 4 

Matthew 28, 16-20 

Luke 10, 1-20 

Acts 13, 1-12 

Romans 10, 6-15 

Romans 15, 1-21 
Colossians 3, 1-11 
Revelation 21, 9-13, 21- 
27, 22, 1-5 

Municipal Sunday 

Isaiah 11, 1-9 

Isaiah 33, 13-end 

Amos 5, 18-24 

Micah 6 

Romans 13 

I Peter 2, 11-17, 3, 8-9 

Sunday School 
Festival 

I Samuel 3, 1-10 

I Samuel 16, 1-13 
Proverbs 4, 1-13 

Isaiah 11, 1-9 

Luke 2, 40-52 

Luke 8, 40-56 

Philippians 4, 4-9 

II Timothy 3, 14-17 




















THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 1, 1-20 :—It is an ancient custom to read the 
prophet Isaiah during Advent. This passage is concerned 
with the Judgment of God, one of the special themes of 
Advent. The prophet accuses the nation of ingratitude 
and warns it of the ineffectiveness of mere ritual. Happily, 
it is not too late to repent. 


St. John 3, 1-21 :—The story of Nicodemus is followed 
by a short statement to the effect that God’s Judgment is 
self-acting judgment. Those who reject Christ by their 
own act pass judgment upon themselves. 

Or 

I Thessaionians 4,13—5, 11:—This little epistle, addressed 
by St. Paul, Silas, and Timothy to the recently converted 
Christians of Thessalonica, glows with the hope of the 
Coming of the Lord. The hope is expressed in picture- 
language and is set forth as encouraging practical Christian 
living. 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 2: —Two remarkable oracles. The first (w. 2-4) 
is found also in the prophet Micah (4, 1-3). It looks for¬ 
ward to an era of universal peace when all nations hear and 
obey the word of God. The second foretells the anni¬ 
hilation of the false pride of Israel in a Day of Judgment, 
described in language highly poetical. 

Or 

Isaiah 1, 18-end :—In the name of the Lord the prophet 
pleads with the people to prepare for the judgment to come. 
In the Hebrew original the section describing the decay of 
civic virtue in Jerusalem is in poetry. The effect of God s 
judgment will be a restoration to righteousness and a 
purification of religion. 


St. Matthew 24, 1-28Warnings to the disciples. 
Some of them have reference to the persecutions in store 
for them; some to the destruction of Jerusalem; some to 
the end of the present age. All emphasize the need of 
constant watchfulness. 

Or 

Revelation 14, 13—15, 4 :—In this section of his extra¬ 
ordinary and fascinating book a Christian seer gives us his 
visions of the blessedness of the faithful, and of the judg¬ 
ments of God which fall on the wicked. 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 
Morning. 

Isaiah 5 : One of the most memorable of all the prophet’s 
utterances. The parable of the vineyard is followed by a 
denunciation of the social evils which call down God’s 
judgment upon the nation; and this again by a graphic 
description of the advance of the fierce Assyrians, the 
destined instrument of Israel’s chastisement. 


St. John 5, 19-40 :—This passage speaks of our Lord’s 
authority as derived from the Father, and of the various 
kinds of witness given to it; the last to be mentioned 
being that specially appropriate to the Second Sunday in 
Advent, the witness of Scripture. 

Or 

II Peter 3, 1-14:—This Epistle is probably the latest 
document in the New Testament. In this chapter the 
writer urges his readers not to be discouraged because the 
end of the world is further off than they had supposed. The 
end will certainly come, and the fact must be remembered 
as an incentive to holiness. 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 10, 33—11, 9 :—A prophecy of the overthrow of 
the Assyrians who are invading the country, and then a 
picture of the peace and happiness of the reign of the 
Messiah. 

Or 

Isaiah 11, 10—12 end :—In this passage the prophet 
anticipates the salvation which the Messiah will bring to 
His people : and the anticipation is followed by an outburst 
of praise. 


St. Matthew 24, 29-end :—The Coming of Christ described 
in picture-language. We must think not only of the end 
of the world, but also of the opportunities of serving 
Christ by serving our fellows. In these Christ comes to us 
day by day; and we must be faithful and continually on 
the watch. 

Or 

Revelation 20 and 21, 1-8 :—Further visions of the 
Christian seer, highly symbolical and by no means to be 
interpreted literally, leading us at last to the glorious hope 
of a new heaven and a new earth. 



THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 25, 1-9 :—A psalm of thanksgiving for some 
signal national deliverance is followed by a picture of a 
banquet prepared on Mount Zion, not for Israel only, but 
for all nations now at length admitted to communion with 
the one true God. 


St. Luke 3, 1-17 :—The ministry of John the Baptist, 
the forerunner of Christ, together with some specimens of 
his preaching on righteousness and repentance. 

Or 

I Timothy 1, 12—2, 7 :—Timothy must be regarded as a 
typical young Bishop in charge of a town diocese. The 
apostolic advice to him is reinforced with thankful 
reminiscence. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 26 :—A meditation on God’s protection passes into 
prayer for a more complete salvation. 

Or 

Isaiah 28, 1-22 :—Mocked by the drunken politicians of 
Jerusalem, the prophet repeats what he had once said about 
drunkenness in the Northern Kingdom of Ephraim, and 
tries to impress upon them the disastrous consequences 
which must attend their fatuous self-confidence. 


St. Matthew 25, 1-30 :—Two Advent parables : the 
first warning us always to be on the alert, and the second 
encouraging us to use our talents, whatever they may be, 
in the service of God. 

Or 

Revelation 21, 9—22, 5 :—A vision of the Heavenly City 
and of the happiness of the redeemed. 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 32, 1-18 :—This passage looks forward to the rule 
of the Messiah, God’s anointed King, and the transformation 
of social relationships which will then take place. The 
prophecy includes a warning to the careless women of 
Jerusalem. 


St. Luke 1, 26-45 :—The annunciation to Mary of the 
birth of our Lord, and her visit to her kinswoman Elisabeth, 
the mother of St. John the Baptist. 

Or 

II Timothy 3, 14—4, 8 :—The last section of this epistle 
contains a final and most moving appeal to Timothy to 
persevere in his duty. He will find it a great help to study 
Holy Scripture and to bear in mind the account he will have 
to render to Christ. St. Paul himself is at the end of his 
task, and all depends now on how younger men like Timothy 
will take it up. 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 33, 2-22 :—The prophet appeals to God in a 
time of great distress. God answers his appeal. The 
ungodly are terrified, but the righteous receive the as¬ 
surance of security and peace. 

Or 

Isaiah 35 :—A beautiful picture of a world transformed 
by the power of God. 


St. Matthew 25, 31-end :—Christ is the true Messiah, 
God’s anointed King, and this wonderful picture shows 
what manner of king He is. 

Or 

Revelation 22, 6-end:—The Epilogue to the book : 
the last words of the angel, the seer, and the Lord; and 
the final benediction. 


c 
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CHRISTMAS EVE. 

(DECEMBER 24.) 

Zechariah 2, 10-end :—The prophet exults at the thought 
that God is about to take up His abode in the holy land 
and many nations will flock to become His people. 


Titus 2, 11—3, 7 :—At Christmas God’s kindness and 
generous grace are manifested to all the world, that all 
men may be cleansed from their selfishness and drawn into 
kindness and generosity too. 
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CHRISTMAS DAY. 

(DECEMBER 25.) 

Morning. 

Isaiah 9, 2-7 :—The prophet describes the dawn of the 
Messianic age and the advent of the Messianic King. It is 
a most remarkable passage, and the prophecy never came 
anywhere near fulfilment except in Christ. 


St. Luke 2, 1-20 :—The story of how the first message of 
Christmas came to plain men at duty in the fields. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 7, 10-14 :—King Ahaz of Judah is threatened by 
an invasion of the kings of Israel and Syria. Isaiah 
announces the God-given sign of Immanuel —God is with 
us —as a token of deliverance from the immediate danger. 
But the sign came to its complete fulfilment only in Christ. 


I John 4, 7-end :—This passage has been chosen because 
it sums up the final message of Christmas. Love came 
down at Christmas to save us all. 
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SAINT STEPHEN’S DAY. 

(DECEMBER 26.) 

Morning. 

Genesis 4, 1-10 :—The choice of the Old Testament 
lessons for St. Stephen’s Day is suggested by the mention 
in the Gospels (St. Matthew 23, 35) of Abel as the first, 
and Zacharias as the last, of righteous men murdered in 
Old Testament times. This story of the death of Abel 
belongs to the oldest cycle of stories in the book of Genesis, 
and we must make allowance for some crude and primitive 
ideas which lie behind it. 


Acts 6 :—This chapter introduces St. Stephen. Chosen 
originally to help in the distribution of relief, he comes 
into prominence as a teacher and a man of great personal 
magnetism. 


Evening. 

II Chronicles 24, 15-22 :—The story of the last martyr 
in the Old Testament. The contrast between his dying 
words and those of St. Stephen, as recorded in the second 
lesson, is very significant. 


Acts 7, 54—8, 4 :—The account of St. Stephen’s death. 
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SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST’S DAY. 

(DECEMBER 27.) 

Morning. 

Exodus 33, 9-19 :—The theme of the Gospel of St. John 
the Evangelist, whom we commemorate to-day, is summed 
up in the words : “ We beheld his glory, glory as of the only 
begotten from the Father.” The first lesson tells of a 
glimpse of the glory of God given to Moses. 


St. John 13, 21-35 :—The first passage in the Gospel which 
refers to one of the disciples as the disciple whom Jesus 
loved. Studying the references together in the light of 
what we already know from the other Gospels, we are 
impelled to the conclusion that John, the son of Zebedee is 
meant. The Fourth Gospel claims to embody his testimony. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 6, 1-8 :—St. John the Evangelist shows us Christ 
as the supreme revelation of the glory of God. This 
lesson describes a partial revelation of that glory shown to 
the prophet Isaiah. 


I John 5, 1-12 :—There can be little doubt that this 
Epistle is by the same hand as the Fourth Gospel. This 
passage speaks of victorious Faith working through Love : 
the love of Christ bringing us here and now into eternal life. 




( 30 ) 

THE INNOCENTS’ DAY. 

(DECEMBER 28.) 

Morning. 

Jeremiah 31, 1-17 :—The prophet predicts the restora¬ 
tion of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Rachel is pictured 
as the mother of North Israel mourning from her grave near 
Ramah on the Southern border, the exile of her children. 
She is comforted by the assurance that they shall return. 


St. Matthew 18, 1-10 :—The religious value of the child¬ 
like character; and our Lord’s tenderness for children. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 49, 14-25 :—Zion, portrayed as a mother, is 
assured of the unchanging love of God and promised that 
she shall soon welcome home her scattered children. 


St. Mark 10, 13-16 :—Our Lord blesses little children. 
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THE SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 40, 1-11 :—The first proclamation of glad tidings 
to Zion : God is about to bring His people back to their 
ancient home. The passage gives us a message of new¬ 
born hope and enthusiasm. 


St. Luke 2, 22-40 :—Our Lord is presented in the Temple, 
and the simple piety of Simeon and Anna receives its 
reward. 

Or 

Colossians 1, 1-20 :—After an earnest greeting, St. Paul 
launches out into a great statement on the Person and 
work of Christ. He is the Head of Creation and of the 
Church, and His work is a work of reconciliation. 
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THE SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY. 


Evening. 

Isaiali 40, 12-end :—The prophet’s message of hope 
continued from this morning. There is no room for 
despondency. God, the eternal and unchangeable, of 
infinite power and wisdom, is an inexhaustible source of 
strength to those who feel they have none in themselves, 
if only they will wait on Him in faith. 

Or 

Isaiali 41, 1-20 :—A dramatic passage to be dated about 
540 b.c. God is represented as calling the nations to a 
disputation concerning the advance of Cyrus. It is God 
Himself, says the prophet, who has raised the conqueror 
up, and his victory will issue in the redemption of God’s 
chosen people. 


St. John 10, 1-16 :—Our Lord is both the Good Shep¬ 
herd and the Door of the sheep. He gives His life that 
the sheep may have life—abundant life; and through Him 
all His sheep are to be gathered into one and the same 
flock. 

Or 

Philippians 2, 1-11 :—St. Paul shows how Christ’s self- 
renouncing obedience gives us a pattern to follow. 
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DECEMBER 29. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 55 :—These lessons are chosen in view of the 
approaching end of the year. It is high time to accept 
the invitation of the Gospel and to seek the Lord. 


St. Luke 12, 1-21 :—Warnings against hypocrisy, the 
fear of men, and the folly of covetousness. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 60, 1-12 :—Like the first rays of the morning sun 
comes the light of Salvation. 


Colossians 2, 6-17 :—To be a Christian is to live a life 
in union with Christ, a life of thanksgiving and great 
liberty. At their baptism these Colossian Christians had 
died with Christ to their old heathen life and to mere 
earthly ordinances, and had risen again with Him to a 
new life and to heavenly principles. 
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DECEMBER 30. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 60, 13-end :—The prophet dreams of a time 
when the people shall all be righteous. Sanctuary and 
city alike shall be full of beauty and light. 


St. Luke 12, 22-34 :—The futility of worry. The cure 
for it is to seek to do the Heavenly Father’s will, and to 
leave the rest to Him. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 61 :—The prophet feels himself commissioned 
to cheer the depressed people of God with the prospect 
of a spiritual spring-time when God will cause righteousness 
and praise to sprout before all the nations. 


Colossians 3, 1-17 :—The Christian’s union with Christ 
is to lift him into a higher life, with vices put off and 
graces put on. 




DECEMBER 31. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 62 :—The chapter speaks of intercession for the 
people of God, and predicts a glorious future for them as 
the priesthood of humanity. 


St. Luke 12, 35-48 :—The need for watchfulness as the 
complement to trustfulness. The faithful servant will be 
on the alert. 

Evening. 

Deuteronomy 10, 12—11, 1 :—God commands nothing 
impossible, and past experience of His goodness makes 
His people eager to obey. 


St. Luke 21, 25-36 :—The end of the existing order of 
things is described in the picture-language of earlier Jewish 
writings. A little parable follows, and then a final warn¬ 
ing to be prepared and on the watch. 




THE CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD. 

(JANUARY 1.) 

Morning. 

Genesis 17, 1-13 :—The Jews regarded circumcision as a 
sign of a covenant between God and His people. This 
story is from the latest of the documents embodied in the 
book of Genesis, the priestly document, commonly knowm 
as P. 


Romans 2, 17-end :—St. Paul addresses the Jew, proud 
of his religious position. The true people of God, he says, 
are those who are obedient in heart and life, not those 
who are merely circumcised in the flesh. 


Evening. 

Deuteronomy 30 :—Obedience to God’s law is here said 
to ensure God’s blessing. To circumcise the heart is to 
consecrate it to God—that is, to love God sincerely. 


Romans 13 :—What obedience to God involves—good 
citizenship and mutual love. 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 
Morning. 

Isaiah 42, 1-16 :—This passage gives us a portrait of 
Israel as the Servant of the Lord. By a great redemptive 
act God will enable His servant Israel to fulfil a universal 
mission of help to the other nations of the earth. 


St. Matthew 6, 19-end :—A message for the New Year. 
Treasure in heaven is more important than money on 
earth. Our Heavenly Father knows our needs, and we 
must not give way to anxiety. 

Or 

Ephesians 1 :—The Epistle opens with a thanksgiving, 
expanded into a description of the mystery of God’s will; 
followed by a prayer for wisdom, expanded into a descrip¬ 
tion of God’s power working in Christ. 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 43, 1-13 :—The prophet announces that God is 
about to redeem Israel in spite of its blindness and deafness 
to the meaning of its own history. 

Or 

Isaiah 43, 14—44, 5 :—A brief announcement of the fall 
of Babylon. A sequel to this fall will be a deliverance of 
Israel comparable with the exodus from Egypt. Although 
the people have forgotten God, God will nevertheless for¬ 
give them in His mercy and pour out His Spirit upon 
them. 


St. Matthew 7, 13-27 :—It is not an easy thing to be a 
Christian. It means bringing forth the fruit of good 
living : not merely hearing, but doing what Christ says. 

Or 

I John 3 : We are God’s children, and we must live 
as such, and take our part in making love victorious over 
hatred. 
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JANUARY 2. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 63, 1-6 :—A brief drama of divine punishment. 
God is pictured as a solitary majestic figure approaching 
from the direction of Edom, His garments stained with the 
blood of His enemies. It is a barbaric pre-Christian 
conception. The Church, however, has transformed it 
into a parable of our Lord’s personal combat with the 
forces of evil, and reads the passage as the Epistle for the 
Monday before Easter. 


St. Matthew 1, 18-end :—A contrast to the first lesson : 
Jesus is born not to destroy but to save. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 63, 7-end :—Commemoration of God’s goodness 
to His people and recollection of their rebellion against 
Him pass into an appeal for mercy in their present extremity. 


I Thessalonians 1 :—At the beginning of the year we 
start reading St. Paul’s epistles in their generally accepted 
historical order. This is one of the first, if not the first 
itself. This chapter expresses the Apostle’s thankfulness 
for the Thessalonians’ response to the Gospel. 
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JANUARY 3. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 64 :—A prayer that God will come down in 
power to save His people, now in a miserable condition 
both inwardly and outwardly. 


St. Matthew 2 :—The Christmas picture of the three 
wise men opening their treasures and offering the Infant 
Saviour their precious gifts. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 65, 1-16 :—A word from God addressed to two 
sections of the people : the one rebellious and superstitious, 
the other true servants of God who shall eventually inherit 
the land. 


I Thessalonians 2, 1-16 :—Here St. Paul and Silas refer 
to their missionary work at Thessalonica. They remind 
their readers how they had accepted the message of the 
Gospel and endured persecution at the hands of their 
fellow countrymen. 


D 
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JANUARY 4. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 65, 17-end :—The prophet, using the language of 
poetry, looks forward to the entire transformation of the 
conditions of human existence. 


St. Matthew 3, 1—4, 11 :—This passage gives an account 
of the mission of St. John the Baptist and of the baptism 
of our Lord. His baptism was the occasion of such a 
vivid spiritual experience that He felt He had to go for a 
time into solitude to face what it meant and what He 
ought to do. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 66, 1-9 :—The only worship acceptable to God 
is that which is offered by the reverent spirit. Unspiritual 
formalities are no better than superstition. The reverent, 
the prophet says, will soon witness the discomfiture of 
their persecutors, and Zion will be suddenly repopulated. 


I Thessalonians 2, 17—3, end :—St. Paul and Silas had 
deeply regretted their enforced separation from their con¬ 
verts, but they have now been comforted by the good 
news of them brought by Timothy, and they breathe out 
the prayer which, as they say, they are continually praying 
on their behalf. 
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THE EVE OF THE EPIPHANY. 

(JANUARY 5.) 

Morning. 

Isaiali 66, 10-end :—This section deals with the eternal 
blessedness of the truly religious, and the punishment 
reserved for those who persist in rebellion against God. 


St. Matthew 4, 12—5, 16 :—The beginning of the ministry 
of our Lord in Galilee; the call of the first four disciples; 
the first two sections of that great collection of our Lord’s 
sayings known as The Sermon on the Mount. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 49, 1-13 :—The second of the four poems in the 
book of Isaiah about the Servant of the Lord describes 
his mission as extended beyond the Jewish nation to the 
Gentiles. Israel herself shall receive high honour, and her 
exiled children shall have their long journey homeward 
made easy. 


Romans 15, 8-21 :—This second lesson, like the first, 
has to-morrow in view, the Feast of the Epiphany, the 
Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles. St. Paul writes as 
the Apostle to the Gentiles, and reminds his readers that 
Christ became a Jew to fulfil God’s promises to the Jews, 
and thereby to extend His mercy to the Gentiles. 
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THE EPIPHANY 

OR THE MANIFESTATION OF CHRIST TO THE 
GENTILES. 

(JANUARY 6.) 

Morning. 

Isaiah 60 :—The prophet paints a glowing picture of a 
world unified in the worship and service of God. It is 
only natural that for him Jerusalem should be in the 
centre of the picture. The mention of the gold and incense 
brought by the Gentiles makes the lesson specially appro¬ 
priate on the Feast of the Epiphany. 


St. Luke 3, 15-22 :—In early times our Lord’s baptism 
was commemorated on January 6. His baptism was 
marked by a manifestation of His divine sonship. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 61 :—The prophet announces the future blessed¬ 
ness of Israel as the priestly people among the nations. 


St. John 2, 1-11 :—The manifestation of the glory of 
Christ at a wedding feast. The inner meaning of the 
scene for St. John is that through the power of Christ 
the common things of life may be transformed into some¬ 
thing wonderful and glorious. 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 44, 6-end :—In this passage God is represented 
as addressing Israel, pointing out the manifold absurdities 
of idolatry, and announcing His selection of Cyrus as the 
instrument of His purpose. 


St. John 1, 19-34 :—The testimony of St. John the Bap¬ 
tist to our Lord. 

Or 

Ephesians 2 :—The Apostle describes God’s power in 
raising and exalting us in Christ, whether Jews or Gentiles. 
In old days the Gentile was an alien, but he is now one 
with the Jew, a fellow-citizen, and part of God’s house. 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 


Evening. 

Isaiah 45 :—This passage continues the first lesson of 
this morning. The prophet sees the hand of God in the 
sudden rise of Cyrus the Persian conqueror about 540 b.c. 
He believes that the victories of Cyrus will bring about a 
collapse of heathen religions and eventually the universal 
recognition of the one true God. 

Or 

Isaiah 48 :—The prophet addresses the exiles in Babylon 
in the near prospect of deliverance. God, he says, has 
given and withheld predictions in such a way as to remove 
every excuse for attributing the great events of history to 
any cause other than His will. He now predicts the con¬ 
quest of Babylon by Cyrus His beloved agent. This 
takes us to the end of verse 16. There follows a cry of 
distress over the neglect of God’s commandments, and 
then a jubilant summons to the exiles to escape from 
Babylon. 


St. John 4, 1-42 :—At the Epiphany season we think of 
the manifestation of Christ beyond the bounds of the 
Jewish race. This passage describes how His glory was 
revealed to the Samaritans who were regarded as half- 
Jews. 

Or 

Colossians 1, 21—2, 7 :—The work of Christ is described 
as a work of reconciliation. St. Paul feels himself com¬ 
missioned to publish far and wide the secret of God’s 
purpose, namely, that Christ has been given to the Gentiles 
as freely as to the Jews, in order that all may be reconciled 
to God. 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 49, 1-13 :—The second of the four famous poems 
in this book which describe the vocation and mission of 
the Servant of the Lord. He is to bring God’s salvation 
not only to Israel, but to all mankind. This, of course, is 
the main thought to which the attention of the Church is 
directed during the season of Epiphany. 


St. Lulce 4, 16-30 :—If we ask the question, “ Who is the 
Servant of the Lord of whom Isaiah speaks ? ” the best 
answer we can give is that the prophet’s ideal has never 
been realised except in Christ. Here, in St. Luke’s story 
of our Lord’s preaching at Nazareth, He is shown to be 
Himself the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecies. 

Or 

St. James 1 :—This epistle is addressed to Christians 
brought up with a background of Judaistic thought, very 
likely at Rome. It is full of practical and fatherly counsel, 
as, for example, how to meet trial and temptation, and how 
to be truly religious. 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 49, 14—end :—This beautiful passage continues the 
first lesson of this morning. Zion, representing the Lord’s 
people, thinks of herself as rejected; but she is assured of 
God’s tender and unchanging love and of the return home 
of her scattered children. 

Or 

Isaiah 50, 4-10 :—Another passage about the Servant of 
the Lord. The prophet pictures the ideal servant in 
intimate communion with God accepting the suffering he 
has to endure with unwavering confidence and trust. 


John 12, 20-end :—Certain Greeks seek an intro¬ 
duction to our Lord; and so we see the Gentile world 
brought into touch with Him at the close of His earthly 
life, as it was by the visit of Wise Men from the East at 
the beginning. 

Or 

I Thessalonians 1, 1—2, 12 St. Paul and his com¬ 
panions had been driven prematurely from Thessalonica, 
and had been anxious about the converts they had left 
behind. Timothy has just brought them good news of 
their steadfastness and courage under persecution. Here 
they assure their friends of their prayers, and remind them 
of the time they had spent with them some weeks before. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

Morning. 

Hosea 11, 1—12, 6 :—In this passage Hosea makes a 
moving appeal to the people of North Israel (referred to 
under the name of Ephraim), reminding them of God’s 
tender love for them, a love to which they have been long 
and often false. 


St. John 2 :—A lesson chosen because we are still in the 
Epiphany season. Our Lord is manifested at the marriage 
feast as friend and guest, partaking in, and adding to, 
human joy; and then, in the Temple, as prophet and 
reformer, purifying divine worship. 

Or 

St. James 2 :—Warnings against making distinctions 
between rich and poor, and against mere belief that does not 
take effect in action. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

Evening. 

Hosea 14 :—This chapter forms an epilogue to the 
collection of Hosea’s prophecies. It looks forward to 
Israel’s eventual repentance and restoration. 

Or 

Joel 2, 15-end :—Hardly anything is known about Joel, 
who is probably one of the latest of the Old Testament 
prophets. In this passage he calls for a great national act 
of repentance, and then promises a return of prosperity and 
an outpouring of spiritual blessing. 


St. John 6, 22-40 :—Another lesson specially chosen for 
the Epiphany season. Our Lord is manifested as the 
support of life. Those who really come to Him shall never 
hunger and those who really believe on Him shall never 
thirst. 

Or 

Galatians 1 :—St. Paul had not long left his Galatian 
converts when he was followed by other teachers, half- 
Jewish and half-Christian, who insisted that all Christians 
ought to be circumcised and keep the Jewish law. This, of 
course, would have undermined all St. Paul’s work, and he 
writes in great indignation. In this passage he vindicates 
his own authority and claims a commission direct from God. 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

Morning. 

Amos 3 :—The prophet Amos tries to arouse the people 
of North Israel from their false security. It is true, he says, 
that God has chosen them, but, for that very reason, their 
iniquities will not go unpunished. 


St. John 3, 22-end :—In these verses St. John the Bap¬ 
tist’s testimony to our Lord is expanded by the Evangelist 
himself. 

Or 

St. James 3 :—On the control of the tongue, and on true 
Wisdom as opposed to quarrelsome cleverness. 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

Evening. 

Amos 4, 4-end :—The prophet seems to be addressing 
the people gathered at some religious festival. He begins 
ironically, and then refers to five chastisements which 
have passed unheeded over Israel. They must now prepare, 
he says, to meet the divine Judge Himself. 

Or 

Amos 5, 1-24 :—The prophet laments the desperate 
state of the kingdom of North Israel. But even now it is 
not too late to amend; and the passage ends with an 
earnest appeal for righteousness instead of mere ritual. 


St. John 6, 41-end :—These verses speak of our Lord as 
the Bread of Life. Some are puzzled by the language used, 
and they are reminded that it is to be interpreted 
spiritually (verse 63). 

Or 

I Corinthians 1, 1-25 :—St. Paul is writing from Ephesus 
about a.d. 55. Rumours have reached him of dissensions 
among the Christians at Corinth. Here he pleads for 
unity, on the ground of the simplicity and profundity of 
the Gospel. 
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

Morning. 

Amos 7 :—Three visions, the imagery of which is supplied 
by the prophet’s surroundings, are followed by a historical 
episode which explains his position and shows how his 
warnings were resented. 


St. John 4, 43-end :—The healing of a nobleman’s son. 

Or 

St. James 4 :—Warnings against greed, against evil¬ 
speaking, and against over-confidence. 
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

Evening. 

Arms 8 : One of the most famous of the prophet’s 
visions is followed by a fresh denunciation of Israel’s sin 
and a fresh picture of impending calamities. 

Or 

Amos 9 :—A vision picturing the sanctuary smitten and 
its worshippers destroyed, followed by a statement of the 
power of God and a reminder that He is not actuated by 
favouritism. Finally an epilogue, added later, promising 
restoration and prosperity in time to come. 


St. John 7, 14-30 :—This passage gives us three dis¬ 
cussions the scene of which is laid at Jerusalem during the 
Feast of the Tabernacles. In dealing with His questioners 
our Lord defends His teaching as deriving its authority from 
God. 


Or 

I Corinthians 1, 26—2, end St. Paul had himself 
worked for eighteen months at Corinth, and knew the local 
conditions well. The Christians were mostly in humble 
circumstances, but the Apostle reminds them of the in¬ 
estimable value of the things of the Spirit which are theirs 
through Christ. 
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AETER EPIPHANY. 

Morning. 

Micah 2:—The prophet Micali, a contemporary of 
Isaiah, lived towards the end of the eighth century B.c. 
Isaiah was a statesman prophet of the city : Micah was the 
prophet of the countryside. In this passage a prediction 
that judgment is about to fall on the grasping selfishness 
of the wealthy is followed by a short section (vv. 12, 13) 
promising the restoration of the remnant , i.e. of the honest 
minority. 


St. John 5, 24-end :—This passage brings before us two 
main themes : first, that acceptance of Christ’s message 
and faith in God Who sent Him gives men true life. The 
second theme is that of the witness given to Christ by God 
Himself, Whose testimony is declared through the works 
which He enabled Christ to do and also through the 
Scriptures. 

Or 

St. James 5 :—This passage consists of a denunciation 
of those who pile up riches by merciless sweating, together 
with various exhortations and encouragements. 
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

Evening. 

Micah 3 :—The prophet warns the rulers and the false 
prophets of the calamities which their iniquities and self- 
confidence must bring upon the nation. A century later 
the prophet Jeremiah (26, 17 ff.) testified to the effect of 
his words in bringing about a religious reformation. 

Or 

Micah 5, 2-end :—The prophet looks forward to the 
birth of the Messiah in Bethlehem. He will be a second 
David, tending the nation as his flock in happiness and 
security; and all instruments of war and witchcraft and 
idolatry will be destroyed. 


St. John 7, 37—8, 11 :—This passage falls into two 
distinct sections. The first gives us teaching suggested by 
the Feast of the Tabernacles, and specially the custom 
connected with it of bringing water from Siloam each day 
and pouring it out before the altar. The second consists 
of an isolated story found in some manuscripts attached to 
St. Luke 21. It is a story that leaves us marvelling at the 
incomparable moral insight of our Lord. 

Or 

I Corinthians 3 :—In this chapter St. Paul rebukes the 
party spirit prevalent among the Corinthian Christians and 
reminds them that it is God’s purpose to build them all 
into one great living Temple. 


E 
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SEPTUAGESIMA. 

Morning. 

Genesis 1, 1—2, 3 :—The theme of Septuagesima is 
Creation and Re-creation, the beginning of the world and 
the new beginning in Christ. The first lesson gives us the 
Hebrew story of Creation in the stately language of the 
Priestly writer of the fifth century b.c. His main idea is 
that there is but one Creator of the Universe, and that man 
is made in the image of that One Creator. 


St. John 1, 1-18 :—The Prologue to this wonderful 
Gospel links Creation with Christ. It was the very Logos 
(in the English version, the Word), the Very Purpose of 
God, operative from the beginning in what we should to-day 
call the long process of Evolution—it was this very Logos 
or Purpose of God that was embodied—“ enfleshed ”—in 
our Lord. 

Or 

Revelation 21, 1-14 :—A vision of a new heaven and a 
new earth, followed by a nearer view of the Heavenly City. 
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SEPTUAGESIMA. 

Evening. 

Genesis 2, 4—end :—The earliest Hebrew story of Creation, 
showing how “ man became a living soul ” and capable of 
receiving a commandment from God. The story is related 
directly or indirectly to one that grew up in ancient times 
in Babylonia. 

Or 

Jeremiah 10, 1—16 :—The contrast between the idols of 
the heathen, which are quite powerless either for good or 
evil, and the Lord of Hosts, Maker of heaven and earth. 


St. Mark 10, 1—16 :—Our Lord’s teaching that in the 
purpose and intention of God, Marriage, from the beginning, 
is and remains a sacred thing; followed by a short account 
of the welcome He gave to the children who were brought 
to Him. & 

Or 

Revelation 21, 15—22, 5 :—-A vision of the Heavenly City, 
the city of the blest, where the glory of God makes perpetual 



SEXAGESIMA. 


Morning. 

Genesis 3 :—A very ancient story is here re-told, to bring 
before us a picture of the first stirring of Conscience in the 
human race, the awakening sense of right and wrong. 


St. Mark 9, 33-end Our Lord is travelling through 
Galilee for the last time, and this passage records some of 
the teaching which He gave to the Twelve who were His 
companions. 

Or 

I Corinthians 6 *.—In this chapter St. Paul points out to 
the newly converted Christians at Corinth the unseemliness 
of unbrotherly conduct and the necessity of preserving a 
higher standard of morality than that of the heathen 
around them. 
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SEXAGESIMA. 

Evening. 

Genesis 6, 5-end :—It is an old custom to read the story 
of the Flood on Sexagesima Sunday. The story is, no 
doubt, based on some disastrous overflow of the Euphrates, 
and it is retold here to emphasize the truth that punishment 
must come to a degenerate people. 

Or 

Genesis 8, 15—9, 17 :—It is an old custom to refer to 
the story of the Flood on Sexagesima Sunday. It is, no 
doubt, based on some disastrous overflow of the Euphrates. 
Here we have the end of the story, suggesting a fresh start 
for humanity in God’s favour if only it will faithfully 
perform the duties laid upon it. 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 15, 11-end :—In this passage, a shrewd 
and kindly Jewish teacher of the second century b.c. points 
out that “ no man can blame God for his sin.” 


St. Lulce 17, 20-end :—Sayings of our Lord about the 
Kingdom, i.e. the Sovereignty, of God. It is primarily 
the rule of God in men’s hearts; but it also involves 
Divine Judgment on individuals and on groups, and finally 
on the whole world. 

Or 

I Corinthians 10, 1-24 :—St. Paul warns the Corinthian 
Christians that, as the history of Israel shows, religious 
privileges do not render self-discipline unnecessary. In 
their own case it involves their abstaining from attendance 
at idol-feasts. 
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QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

Morning. 

Genesis 12, 1-8 :—Abraham gives us a great example of 
adventurous faith; and this passage contains the first of 
God’s promises to him. Through him and his descendants 
all mankind will be brought to seek and find salvation in the 
true God. 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 1, 1-13 :—God is the ultimate source of all 
Wisdom, and if a man is to become wise the first essential 
is that he should have reverence. 


St. Matthew 5, 1-16 :—This passage sets forth the happi¬ 
ness of following the example of our Saviour Christ and 
being made like unto Him. 

Or 

I Corinthians 12, 4-end :—There are various kinds of 
spiritual gifts, and they are all to be used for the good of 
the Church as a whole. The Church, like the human body, 
is an organic unity of many members. 
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QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

Evening. 

Genesis 13 :—The generosity of Abram the Senior to Lot 
the Junior. Lot chooses the fertile and enervating district 
at the southern end of the Jordan valley, near the wicked 
city of Sodom. God’s promise rests with Abram at 
Hebron, amid the bare and bracing uplands of the south of 
Canaan. 

Or 

Genesis 15, 1-18 :—This story is taken from the most 
primitive of the sources pieced together in this book. 
It represents God as entering into a covenant with Abraham. 
The story testifies to the writer’s belief that God had a 
special purpose for the Hebrew people. 

Or 

Ecdesiasticus 1, 14-end :—Wisdom is the most desirable 
of all possessions, and brings a man to patience and humility. 
And the very essence of Wisdom is the fear of the Lord , i.e. 
true reverence for God. 


St. Luke 10, 25-37 :—In the Collect for Quinquagesima 
we pray for Charity; and this most telling parable illustrates 
the true nature of Charity : which is love, not confined to 
a small and chosen circle, but love to all who need us , love to 
all whom it is within our power to help. “ Charity,” said 
Bishop Jeremy Taylor, “ is love to all the world.” 

Or 

II Corinthians 1, 1-22 :—We begin to-night the most 
personal and self-revealing of all St. Paul’s writings. It 
opens with a thanksgiving for a recent escape from extreme 
danger and an explanation of a change of plan. 
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ASH WEDNESDAY. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 58 :—The prophet indicates the kind of fasting 
which God requires. He promises great happiness to those 
who fulfil the requirement, and attaches a similar promise 
to the hallowing of the Sabbath day. 


St. Mark 2, 13-22 :—Our Lord’s ministry was specially 
directed to those whom the self-righteous of His day 
despised as sinners. If His disciples were ever to fast, it 
would be a fast not governed by Jewish rules. 

Evening. 

Jonah 3 :—The book of Jonah is best taken as an allegory 
setting forth the fact that God had given Israel a mission 
to the Gentile world. This chapter teaches that, however 
sinful the Gentiles may be, they will be pardoned and 
spared if they repent. 

Or 

Prayer of Manasseh :—This is a penitential psalm, com¬ 
posed in accordance with the tradition found in II Chronicles, 
that the wicked Manasseh, who succeeded Hezekiah as 
king of Judah and was carried off to Babylon, repented while 
in captivity there, and was then restored to his native land. 
According to II Chronicles 33, 12, Manasseh prayed to God 
in his distress, and this psalm is intended to give us the 
words of his prayer. 


Hebrews 3, 12—4, 13 :—A little sermon on the latter 
half of the Venite, the 95th Psalm. God’s promise of rest, 
forfeited by Israel, still remains open. 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. 

Morning. 

Genesis 18 :—This story, from one of the earliest docu¬ 
ments preserved in the book of Genesis, reflects a rather 
primitive conception of God. At the same time it reveals, 
even at that early stage of religious thought, a belief in 
God’s justice and mercy and in the value of intercessory 
prayer. It is therefore appropriate to the First Sunday 
in Lent. 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 2 :—Those who serve God must expect to 
be tested, and they will endure the test with sure trust in 
His mercy. 


St. Matthew 3 :—St. John the Baptist gives us a message 
for Lent : “ Bring forth fruit worthy of repentance .” And 
our Lord sets an example. He does not exempt Himself 
from the rite of Baptism; and we should all join in observ¬ 
ing the regular ordinances of our religion. 

Or 

Hebrews 6 :—Lessons from the Epistle to the Hebrews 
are provided for the first five Sunday mornings in Lent. 
The great aim of the writer is to strengthen the confidence 
of his readers by presenting Christianity as the absolute 
and final religion, in contrast to the temporary and now 
superseded religion of Israel. In this chapter he urges the 
need for advance beyond the rudiments of Christian teaching, 
and leads up to his profound conception of Christ as High 
Priest in the Eternal Order, an order which he believes 
to have been foreshadowed in the Old Testament des¬ 
cription of Melchizedek. 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. 

Evening. 

Genesis 21, 1-21 :—The birth and circumcision of Isaac, 
and the expulsion of Hagar and her son. The story is 
unconsciously barbaric. It exposes the unhappiness of 
polygamy and shows how much kinder God is than man. 
{The choice of this lesson should be avoided.) 

Or 

Genesis 22, 1-19 :—This chapter describes the crowning 
trial of Abraham’s faith. We must remember that at 
that time human sacrifice in certain circumstances was 
customary among the Canaanites of Palestine. The lesson 
of the story is that God does not require human sacrifice, 
but does require whole-hearted devotion. 

Or 

Baruch 3, 1-14 :—This book, written in the name of 
Baruch, the friend and scribe of the prophet Jeremiah, is 
to be dated in its present form not long after the destruction 
of Jerusalem in a.d. 70. It falls into two parts. The first 
eight verses of this chapter give us the closing paragraph of 
a Confession of Sin which ends the first part of the book. 
The last six verses of the lesson give us the opening words 
of a sermon on Wisdom which begins the second part. 


St. Mark 14, 1-26 :—To-night we begin the sixth main 
section of the earliest of the Gospels, and on the next four 
Sunday evenings during Lent we shall continue to read 
St. Mark’s story of the Passion. 

Or 

II Corinthians 4 :—The trouble at Corinth is happily 
over, but it has left the Apostle somewhat exhausted. 
He will not, however, allow himself to be weary in well¬ 
doing. He will go on appealing to the conscience of his 
hearers ; fixing his eyes on the invisible and eternal realities 
of the Spiritual World. 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT. 

Morning. 

Genesis 27,1-40 :—This story, from the earliest document 
in the book of Genesis, is designed to explain the ascendancy 
of Israel, who traced their ancestry to Jacob, over Edom, 
who traced theirs to Esau. The writer points no morals, 
but his subsequent record of Jacob’s life shows that unright¬ 
eousness brings its own punishment. 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 4, 11-28 :—The reward of those who seek 
for Wisdom, with some illustrations of wise conduct in 
practical life. 


St. Matthew 9, 1-17 :—Incidents from St. Matthew, the 
favourite Gospel of the early Church, illustrating our Lord’s 
new methods and surprising power. 

Or 

Hebrews 9,11-end: —In this chapter the writer enlarges 
upon his conception of Christ as High Priest in the Eternal 
Order. He regards the sacrificial shedding of blood pre¬ 
scribed in the Old Testament and the annual entry of the 
high priest into the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atone¬ 
ment as a foreshadowing of the self-offering of Christ and of 
His entering Heaven itself. 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT. 

Evening. 

Genesis 28, 10-end :—In the ancient sanctuary at Bethel 
there stood a sacred pillar which, according to the early 
tradition here recorded, had been set up by Jacob. Jacob 
was at first an unattractive character, but God’s mercy 
pursued him to make a better man of him ; and this vision 
and the resolution which followed mark a decisive stage in 
the process of Jacob’s reformation. 

Or 

Genesis 32, 3-30 :—This narrative marks the turning- 
point in Jacob’s career. His wrestling with the mysterious 
stranger may suggest to us the value of “ wrestling with 
God in prayer,” that is, of giving ourselves to the most 
earnest supplication in hours of special need. 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 5, 1-14 :—Practical advice for those who 
wish to five wisely, including a cluster of proverbs on the 
control of the tongue. 


St. Mark 14, 27-52 :—The story of the last hours before 
the Crucifixion, which will be continued next Sunday. 

Or 

II Corinthians 5 :—St. Paul expresses his preference for 
the future life “ at home with the Lord ” to the present fife 
on earth. But whether here or there, he says, our eager 
desire is to please Him. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT. 

Morning. 

Genesis 37 :—This is the first of the ten chapters of this 
book devoted to the story of Joseph, one of the most artistic 
of Old Testament biographies. In its present form it 
skilfully blends two separate narratives. The incidents 
recorded in this morning’s lesson warn us of the lengths to 
which Jealousy will go. 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 10, 12-24:—The sinfulness of pride : 
honour to whom honour is due. 

St. Matthew 18, 1-14 :—Our Lord shows how His little 
ones are to be treated : very differently from the way in 
which the sons of Jacob treated their little brother Joseph. 

Or 

Hebrews 10, 19-end:—An exhortation to make full use 
of our Christian privileges. Such an exhortation comes to 
us with special force in Lent. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT. 

Evening. 

Genesis 39 :—Joseph acts always as in the sight of God, 
and his apparent misfortunes are over-ruled for good. 
{This lesson is not very suitable for public reading in church.) 

Or 

Genesis 42:—Joseph has quite forgiven his brethren, but 
intends to give them a lesson. It soon appears how con- 
science-stricken they are. 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 17, 1—26 :—The gifts of God to man, and 
His special choice of Israel, with the responsibility that this 
choice entails. 


St. Mark 14, 53-end :—St. Mark’s account of the trial 
of our Lord before the supreme Jewish Council, and of St. 
Peter’s fall and remorse. 

Or 

II Corinthians 5, 20—7, 1 St. Paul and his fellow 
workers, as Christ’s ambassadors, appeal to the Corinthians 
to keep clear of heathenism and to try to become perfect 
in holiness. 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 

(MOTHERING SUNDAY.) 

Morning. 

Genesis 43 :—This story about Joseph is taken from the 
oldest source of the book of Genesis. The theme of family 
affection links it with the second lesson, and makes it 
appropriate for to-day, Mothering Sunday. 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 27, 30—28, 9 :—Here we have a Jewish 
sage anticipating the teaching of our Lord that we must 
forgive as we hope to be forgiven. 


St. Luke 15 :—This incomparable chapter gives us the 
three stories of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, and the Lost 
Son. Our Lord comes to seek and to save that which is 
lost; and this is as true to-day as ever it was. 

Or 

Hebrews 12 :—The discipline of suffering is more than 
counter-balanced by the privilege of sonship. An exhorta¬ 
tion to holiness. 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 

(MOTHERING SUNDAY.) 

Evening. 

Genesis 44, 1—45, 8 :—The story of Joseph is continued 
from this morning. This chapter describes the final testing 
of his brethren, who prove themselves nobler in adversity 
than they were in prosperity. 

Or 

Genesis 45, 16—46, 7 :—Joseph’s brethren and his father 
accept Pharaoh’s invitation to emigrate to Egypt. 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 34, 13-end :—Those who fear God need 
fear nothing else ; but ritual observance on the part of those 
who oppress others is mere mockery. 


St. Mark 15, 1-21 :—For the last four Sunday evenings 
we have followed St. Mark’s narrative of the last hours 
before our Lord’s death : to-night it brings us to the verge 
of the Crucifixion. 

Or 

II Corinthians 9 :—St. Paul is sending three delegates 
to organize the collection of contributions which the 
Corinthians are making to the Christian poor of Jerusalem. 
He explains the religious value of generosity, and ends on 
a note of deep thankfulness to God. 


F 
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 

(PASSION SUNDAY.) 

Morning. 

Exodus 2, 23—3, end :—It is a very old custom in the 
Church—going back, indeed, to St. Chrysostom in the fourth 
century—to read lessons from the Pentateuch during Lent. 
We have been reading passages from Genesis, and this 
morning we come to the most famous passage in the book of 
Exodus, describing the call of Moses and his commission 
to be the deliverer of Israel. 


St. Matthew 20, 17-28 :—Passion Sunday reminds us 
that our Lord went up to Jerusalem fully prepared to die. 
This passage opens with a premonition of the Crucifixion, 
and goes on to describe two incidents on the last journey. 

Or 

Hebrews 13, 1-21 :—This great epistle, which we have 
been reading on Sunday mornings during Lent, closes with 
a number of practical exhortations. 
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 

(PASSION SUNDAY.) 

Evening. 

Exodus 4, 1-23 :—This chapter continues the traditional 
account of the call and commission of Moses which we began 
this morning. 

Or 

Exodus 4, 27—6, 1 :—Moses and Aaron convince the 
Israelites that they have been divinely commissioned, but 
their first interview with Pharaoh only makes matters 
worse for their oppressed countrymen. 


^ Mafic 15, 22-end :—To-day is Passion Sunday, and 
, • Mark s story of the Passion, which we have been reading 
for several Sundays now, leads us at last to the Crucifixion 
itself. 

Or 

II Corinthians 11, 16—12, 10 :—Provoked by the taunts 
of his opponents, St. Paul bursts into this torrential account 
of his labours and ecstasies and sufferings. 
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SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE EASTER. 

(PALM SUNDAY.) 

Morning. 

Isaiah 52, 13—53, end In this great poem the prophet 
gives us an inspired and idealizing picture of the Suffering 
Servant of the Lord. Such service through suffering is 
necessary for the redemption of the world. The prophet s 
ideal came at length to its realization in the life and death 
of Christ. 


St. Matthew 26 To-day we begin Holy Week, and the 
Church provides for our reading the various accounts of 
the Passion : this morning St. Matthew’s. 


Evening. 

Exodus 10, 21—11, end The ninth plague of darkness 
may be supposed to have been caused by the hot wind laden 
with desert sand which blows in Egypt from time to time 
in the Spring. The tenth, of which a warning is here given, 
leads finally to the deliverance of Israel, which the early 
Church always regarded as a type of our deliverance through 
Christ. 

Or 

Isaiah 59, 12-end :—The prophet is writing in a time of 
great depression. Speaking in the name of the people, he 
makes a confession of sin, and then gives a pictorial descrip¬ 
tion of God appearing in judgment. The expectation of 
a divine redeemer who will come to Zion connects this lesson 
with the second. 


St. Luke 19, 29-end :—The story of the first Palm Sunday. 

Or 

St. John 12, 1-19 :—We shall be reading St. John’s 
Gospel throughout Holy Week, and this passage gives us his 
account of the Anointing at Bethany and of the Triumphal 
Entry into Jerusalem. 
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MONDAY BEFORE EASTER. 

Morning. 

Lamentations 1, 1-12 :—This book consists of five anony¬ 
mous poems on the fall of Jerusalem in 586 b.c. We read, 
this morning, the first part of the first poem, which describes 
the guilt and misery of sin. The lament of the poet in the 
first ten verses is taken up in verses 11 and 12 by the city 
itself. 


St. John 14, 1-14 :—The farewell discourse in the upper 
room. Our Lord is the way to the Father : His works are 
the works of the Father. 


Evening. 

Lamentations 3, 1-42 :—This poem is arranged in groups 
of three verses each. The poet, perhaps himself a priest, 
bewails the sufferings of the nation, and takes refuge in the 
hope of relief through the mercy of God. 


St. John 14, 15-end :—The farewell discourse in the 
upper room is here continued. Our Lord promises a 
Comforter , i.e. a Helper , in Whose coming He Himself will 
come. 
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TUESDAY BEFORE EASTER. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 42, 1-9 :—In the second part of this great col¬ 
lection of prophecies there are four poems which portray 
the ideal Servant of the Lord. This is the first of them. 


St. John 15, 1-16 :—The middle section of our Lord’s 
discourse in the upper room. Its subject is “ Fruitfulness 
and Friendship.” 

Evening. 

Wisdom 2, 1, 12-end:—Unbelieving materialists plot 
against the righteous man, and show themselves wilfully 
ignorant of the purpose of God. 


St. John 15, 17-end :—The discourse in the upper room 
continued from this morning. The disciples are warned 
that the world which persecuted Christ will persecute them. 


i 
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WEDNESDAY BEFORE EASTER. 

Morning. 

Numbers 21, 4-9 :—The story of the brazen serpent. 
We read it to-day with St. John’s application of it in our 
minds : “ As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up : that whosoever 
believeth may in him have eternal life ” (St. John 3, 14). 


St. John 16, 1-15 :—On the eve of His departure, our 
Lord promises His disciples the help of the Spirit, the 
Comforter , i.e. the Advocate or Champion. 

Evening. 

Leviticus 16, 2-24 :—This lesson describes the ritual of 
the Day of Atonement. The symbolism of this ritual is 
applied to our Lord in the epistle to the Hebrews (9, 11- 
28). The sending of the sin-laden goat to Azazel, an evil 
spirit supposed to inhabit the wilderness, signified the 
complete removal of the people’s guilt. 


St. John 16, 16-end :—Our Lord’s last words to His 
disciples. Their sorrow shall be turned into joy, for the 
temporary defeat of the present will be followed by final 
victory. 
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THURSDAY BEFORE EASTER. 

Morning. 

Exodus 24, 1-11 :—The ratification of the old Covenant 
through blood is concluded with a sacrificial meal. We 
read the account remembering our Lord’s words over the 
Cup at the Last Supper as recorded by St. Paul (I Cor. 11, 
25) : “ This cup is the new covenant in my blood.” 


St. John 17 :—The High-Priestly prayer in which our 
Lord offers Himself and His work to God before His ap¬ 
proaching sacrifice. He prays for Himself, for His im¬ 
mediate disciples, and finally for the unity of all believers. 

Evening. 

Exodus 16, 2-15 :—The story of the Manna. In St. 
John’s Gospel (6, 31-35) this bread given by God to the 
Israelites is taken as a symbol of Christ, the bread of life. 


St. John 13,1-35 :—St. John’s account of the last evening 
in the upper room describes our Lord’s final acts of love 
and judgment : the washing of the disciples’ feet and the 
separation of the selfish one. 
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GOOD FRIDAY. 

Morning. 

Genesis 22, 1-18 :—This lesson has been read in England 
as the first lesson on Good Friday morning ever since 1549. 
There are various points in it which suggest thoughts 
suitable for to-day. 


St. John 18 :—St. John’s narrative of the arrest and trial 
of our Lord leading up to his account of the Crucifixion, 
which is the Gospel for to-day. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 52,13—53, end :—The prophet’s wonderful picture 
of the ideal servant of God, suffering, yet finally victorious. 
It applies to no one exactly either in pre-Christian or in 
post-Christian times. Our Lord Himself alone answers the 
description. 


St. John 19, 31-end :—This lesson takes up the Gospel 
for to-day and continues St. John’s narrative to the burial 
of our Lord’s body. 

Or 

I Peter 2, 11-end :—In this passage our Lord is presented 
to newly-baptized Christians, faced with persecution, as the 
supreme example of innocence patiently enduring un¬ 
deserved suffering. 
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EASTER EVEN. 

Morning. 

Zechariah 9 } 9-12 :—A picture of the Messianic King 
riding into his capital in triumph as the Prince of Peace. 
It brings new hope to God’s people who are prisoners. 


St. Luke 23, 50-end :—St. Luke tells how Christ was 
buried by a member of the Jewish Council in a new tomb. 

Evening. 

Job 19, 21-27 :—The Hebrew of this passage is obscure, 
but if, in a moment of intuition, Job rises to the conviction 
that ultimately God will vindicate his innocence and he 
himself will see his divine vindicator, the thrilling words of 
the English version give the general sense well. 


St. John 2,13-22 :—The story of a cleansing of the Temple, 
leading on to a saying of our Lord’s which St. John inter¬ 
prets in the light of the Crucifixion and the Resurrection. 




EASTER DAY. 

Morning. 

Exodus 12, 1-14 :—This lesson has been read on Easter 
Day in England since 1549. The choice, indeed, goes back 
a long way in the Church’s history, for from New Testa¬ 
ment times the Paschal Lamb has been regarded as a type 
of Christ and the Passover meal as a foreshadowing of the 
Holy Communion. 


Revelation 1, 4-18 :—St. John, an exile in Patmos, sees 
on a Sunday a vision of the risen Lord. 
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EASTER DAY. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 51, 1-16 :—The prophet comforts his fellow 
believers with the hope of everlasting salvation. 

Or 

Exodus 14 :—The triumph over Egypt and the deliver¬ 
ance of the Israelites were taken by the early Church as a 
type of our Saviour’s triumph over sin and death and our 
deliverance from the powers of evil. In modern times a 
strong east wind has been known to cause the waters of the 
lake at the northern end of the Suez Canal “ to recede for 
a distance of seven miles, leaving a stretch of bare sand.” 


St. John 20, 1-23 :—The Evangelist describes our Lord’s 
appearance to Mary Magdalene, and in the evening to His 
frightened disciples. 

Or 

Romans 6, 1-13 :—St. Paul reminds his readers of 
their baptism. They had been baptized as adults, and 
comparatively recently. He wants them to think of 
themselves as ceasing to live the old life of sin when they 
plunged beneath the water. In that sense they died with 
Christ at that moment, and then, coming out of the water, 
rose to new life in Him. 
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MONDAY IN EASTER WEEK. 

Morning. 

Exodus 15, 1-18 :—This continues one of the lessons 
appointed for yesterday evening. The festal hymn cele¬ 
brating the deliverance of the Israelites from the Egyptians 
is appropriately read at a time when we are celebrating the 
victory which our Lord won for us over sin and death. 


St. Lulce 24, 1-12 :—St. Luke’s account of what happened 
on Easter Morning. 


Evening. 

Isaiah 12 :—This chapter consists of two short hymns of 
praise (vv. 1, 2 and vv. 3-6) put into the mouth of the exiles 
restored from captivity. Their appropriateness for Easter 
week is obvious. 


I Peter 1, 1-12 :—A Christian greeting, followed by an 
expression of the hope which rises out of the Resurrection 
of Christ. 
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TUESDAY IN EASTER WEEK. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 25, 1-9 :—This passage is made up of a psalm 
of praise celebrating the fall of some heathen city and the 
deliverance of Israel (vv. 1-5), followed by a remarkable 
prophecy of the coronation festival inaugurating the reign 
of the Messiah. 


St. Matthew 28, 1-10 :—A description of the visit of the 
women to the tomb on Easter Morning. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 26, 1-19 :—The nation expresses its thankfulness 
for the safety of its stronghold, prays for a more complete 
salvation, and receives a promise of the Resurrection. 


/ Peter 1, 13-end :—The earlier part of this chapter, 
read last evening, spoke of the prospect of salvation opened 
up for us by the Resurrection of Christ. In these verses 
we are exhorted to live a life worthy of the salvation thus 
set before us. 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 
Morning. 

Isaiah 52, 1-12 :—This passage gives us several short 
prophecies like a string of pearls. Their theme is the 
triumph which God has wrought on His people’s behalf. 
Hence the choice of the lesson for the first Sunday after 
Easter. 


St. Luke 24,13-35:—One of the gems in St. Luke’s Gospel: 
the story of our Lord’s appearance on Easter evening to 
two persons otherwise unknown. 

Or 

I Corinthians 15, 1-28 :—The Christians at Corinth had 
some doubts with regard to the nature of the resurrection of 
the dead. In this chapter St. Paul meets these doubts by 
starting from the fact of Christ’s resurrection and showing 
the place of the resurrection of the dead in God’s great 
process of the redemption. 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 54 :—Two oracles of consolation, addressed to 
Zion and applicable to the Church, showing the happiness 
of those who are reunited to God by an everlasting covenant . 
This is the state into which the risen Lord brings all who 
yield themselves to Him. 

Or 

Ezekiel 37, 1-14 :—The Jewish captives in Babylonia are 
in despair. “ Our bones are dried up,” they say, “ and 
our hope is lost.” The prophet's famous vision of bones 
becoming living men promises the restoration of the nation. 
We are to apply the promise to ourselves : it is God’s will 
that we should rise from the death of sin to the life of 
righteousness. 


St. John 20, 24-end :—The Gospel for St. Thomas’s 
Day. Our Lord reveals Himself at length to the disciple 
who has remained loyal but found it hard to believe. 

Or 

Revelation 5 :—A vision of the adoration of Christ by all 
creation. Only Christ, as the Lamb of God once slain, can 
open the sealed roll containing the secrets of the future. 


G 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

Morning. 

Exodus 16, 2-15 :—We now resume the reading of the 
Pentateuch which began at Septuagesima and has been 
interrupted by Easter. These verses give us the story of 
the provision of the manna and the quails according to the 
late version of the Priestly writer. 

Or 

Isaiah 55 :—The prophet is speaking to the Jewish 
exiles in Babylonia. In God’s name he invites them to 
abandon their sins, and to share in the wonderful deliverance 
which is coming. 


St. John 5, 19-29 :—The theme in St. John’s mind is the 
power of Christ, risen and ascended, the Heavenly King : 
the power of judgment and life-giving delegated to Him 
by God the Father. The last two verses of the lesson may 
perhaps be regarded as the Evangelist’s own comment on 
the teaching which he has just reported. 

Or 

I Corinthians 15, 35-end :—-As the physical body has 
been the organ of our natural life in this world, we shall 
have in the next world, as the organ of our life, a spiritual 
body. Details are unrevealed; but in the great hope of 
the life to come we may stand “ steadfast, unmoveable, 
abounding in the work of the Lord.” 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

Evening. 

Exodus 32 :—The Israelites make a golden calf as a 
symbol of God’s presence, and so become liable to the 
penalty which is attached to idolatry. But God accepts 
the earnest and most unselfish intercession of Moses, and, 
in the crude but vivid language of the Hebrew writer, 
“ repents of the evil which he said he would do unto his 
people ” : His threats being always conditional upon man’s 
behaviour and response. 

Or 

Exodus 33, 7-end :—The Bible clearly teaches that God’s 
revelation of Himself to man has been a progressive revela¬ 
tion. In Old Testament times we are told of no one in a 
more privileged position than Moses. Yet even Moses could 
see but a faint reflection of the glory of God; and we cannot 
but contrast what Moses saw with the clear revelation of 
God’s glory in the person of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Or 

Isaiah 56, 1-8 :—God’s covenant promises are here 
extended to those who were formerly regarded as having no 
share in them. True religion is destined to unite all the 
nations of men in the worship of God. 


St. John 21 :—A supplement to the Fourth Gospel, 
describing the manifestation of the risen Lord to seven 
disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. 

Or 

Philippians 3, 7-end :—St. Paul has one over-mastering 
desire, and that is to know Christ and the power of His 
resurrection. But no one, he realizes, can participate in 
Christ’s resurrection who has not first participated in His 
death. 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

Morning. 

Numbers 22, 1-35 :—The story of Balaam, the prophet 
of compromise. He will never be unfaithful to a distinct 
divine command, but where not prohibited, he will go as 
far as he can with the world around him. 

Or 

Isaiah 57, 15-end :—God’s holiness places Him at an 
infinite distance from the proud, but brings Him near to 
the humble and penitent. 


St. Mark 5, 21-end :—St. Mark’s Gospel brings out the 
divine power of our Lord. This is a characteristic story, 
illustrating also His gentleness and readiness to help. 

Or 

Acts 2, 22-end :—In his speech on the day of Pentecost, 
St. Peter argues that the resurrection of Jesus has proved 
that God has made Him both Lord and Christ. Many are 
convinced and join in the happy family life of the new 
Christian community. 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

Evening. 

Numbers 22, 36—23, 26 :—The story of Balaam con¬ 
tinued from this morning. He will go as far as he can to 
please Balak the king; but the rush of inspiration carries 
him to the pronouncement in rhythmic verse, not of a 
curse, but of a blessing, upon Israel. 

Or 

Numbers 23, 27—24, end :—The conclusion of the story 
of Balaam the seer. He falls into a trance, and utters an 
oracle in favour of Israel and against Israel’s enemies. 

Or 

Isaiah 59 :—The plight of the people is due to their 
wickedness, not to God’s impotence. When they confess 
their sins, God Himself appears—pictured as a warrior— 
to bring them justice and deliverance. 


St. John 11 , 1-44 :—In this wonderful story Christ is 
presented to us as the Resurrection and the Life. 

Or 

Revelation 2, 1-17 :—The first three of the seven messages 
to Churches in Asia Minor, given in the order in which a 
messenger starting north from Ephesus would reach them : 
Ephesus the capital; Smyrna the most beautiful, the only 
one still flourishing to-day; and Pergamum, the first place 
in Asia to have a temple dedicated to the Emperor Augustus 
and Rome. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

Morning. 

Deuteronomy 4, 1-24 :—The best foundation of morality 
is a right conception of God. Moses is here represented 
as reminding the Israelites that God of His own free grace 
has chosen and redeemed His people, and that they ought, 
therefore, to love and serve Him. 

Or 

Isaiah 60 :—The prophet “ hails the rising sun of Jeru¬ 
salem’s prosperity.” He pictures God’s people, now dis¬ 
persed throughout the world, returning to a kingdom of 
righteousness, the joy of the whole earth. His ideal was 
never literally realized; it still awaits fulfilment in the 
Kingdom of God. 


St. Luke 16, 19-end :—The very striking parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus. The rich man is not condemned 
because he was rich, but because he was callous; and if 
we cannot see for ourselves the wickedness of callousness, 
no mere miracle will ever convince us of it. 

Or 

Acts 3 :—The healing of the lame man at the Gate 
Beautiful is the setting for the second address of St. Peter 
recorded in the Acts. The Apostle proclaims Jesus as the 
Promised Messiah Who had passed through suffering to 
glory, and was soon to return in judgment. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

Evening. 

Deuteronomy 4, 25-40 :—Idolatry must needs be pun¬ 
ished, but the past has proved the inexhaustible love and 
mercy of God, and if at any time His people turn to Him 
in true repentance, He will receive them back. 

Or 

Deuteronomy 5 :—In this chapter the people of Israel 
are reminded of the giving of the Ten Commandments 
and the awe-inspiring scene with which it was associated. 

Or 

Isaiah 61 :—The prophet speaks as the herald of the 
glorious future of Israel. He exults in the prospect of a 
spiritual spring-time when God will cause righteousness 
and praise to sprout before all the nations. 


St. Luke 7, 1-35 :—Two miracles recounted with delight 
by St. Luke. The second prepares the way for the reply 
given by Jesus to the messengers of John the Baptist. 

Or 

Revelation 2, 18—3, 6 :—The messages to the Seven 
Churches of Asia Minor continued from last Sunday even¬ 
ing. The messenger reaches Thyatira, a city engaged 
chiefly in the manufacturing of woollen and dyed fabrics, 
where the Church is small and a false prophetess (referred 
to under the name of Jezebel) is causing trouble. He then 
goes thirty miles south-east to Sardis, a trade centre at a 
road junction, with an ancient reputation for luxury and 
loose living. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

(ROGATION SUNDAY.) 

Morning. 

Deuteronomy 6 :—This chapter sets forth the happiness 
of keeping God’s laws, and particularly the supreme com¬ 
mandment (vv. 4 and 5). These verses are still recited 
twice each day by pious Jews. 

Or 

Isaiah 62 :—The prophet and his friends will labour and 
pray till the Holy City is beautified and her scattered 
children are restored to her. 


St. Luke 20, 27—21, 4 :—Our Lord answers one of the 
stock questions of the Sadducees, and asks a question Him¬ 
self which would lead to deeper thought about the Messiah. 
He then condemns the ostentation and pretence of the 
Scribes and appreciates the self-forgetting generosity of a 
poor widow. 

Or 

Acts 4, 1-33 :—The sequel to the healing of the lame 
man at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. Peter and 
John, being arrested by the authorities as teachers of 
strange doctrine, show great courage, and are supported 
by the rest of the disciples—a happy and united company. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

(ROGATION SUNDAY.) 

Evening. 

Deuteronomy 8 :—The people of Israel are reminded of 
God’s goodness in the past and are warned not to forget 
Him in times of prosperity. 

Or 

Deuteronomy 10, 12—11, 1 :—God, the infinitely great, 
is full of loving-kindness, and His requirements are not 
complicated, but simple. He requires faithful service, and 
special consideration for those who are in special need of 
help. 

Or 

Isaiah 63, 7-end :—A thankful commemoration of God’s 
goodness to His people in the days of old passes into an 
earnest cry to Him as the Heavenly Father from Whom 
they feel they have become estranged. 


St. John 6, 47-69 :—In this passage Christ is presented 
to us as the Bread of Life. We are to feed on Him 
spiritually, in our hearts, by faith. 

Or 

Revelation 3, 7-end :—The last two messages to the 
Seven Churches in Asia Minor. For Philadelphia there 
is “no censure and scarcely a word of warning”; but 
the Laodicean Church is solemnly rebuked as being con¬ 
tent to be but tepid in its enthusiasm, like the water 
from the hot spring some six miles away which falls over 
the white cliff right opposite the town. 
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ROGATION DAY. 

(MONDAY.) 

Morning. 

Deuteronomy 7, 6-13 :—Rogation days are praying days, 
days on which prayers are said for God’s blessing on agri¬ 
culture and the industry of production. This passage, 
from the second of the discourses introducing the Deuter- 
onomic code of laws, regards fruitfulness as a blessing 
which naturally follows the keeping of God’s command¬ 
ments. 


St. Matthew 6, 5-18 :—Some of our Lord’s teaching on 
prayer and its reward. There must be no parade of 
praying, or of fasting either. 

Evening. 

Deuteronomy 11, 8-21 :—A further passage from the 
same discourse and on the same subject as this morning : 
prosperity as the natural result of obeying the command¬ 
ments of God. The tendency here to lay too much stress 
on material blessings is corrected by the words of our 
Lord in the second lesson. 


St. Matthew 6, 19-end :—Our Lord teaches that true 
prosperity follows upon the single-minded service of God. 
There is thus no need for worry and anxious care. 
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ROGATION DAY. 

(TUESDAY.) 

Morning. 

Deuteronomy 28, 1-14 :—This passage, from one of the 
concluding discourses of this book, again assures the nation 
of the material blessings which will follow on its observance 
of the Laws of God. 


St. Luke 5, 1-11 :—The Lord helps His disciples to catch 
fish and intends them to catch men. 

Evening. 

I Kings 8, 22-43 :—This passage gives us part of King 
Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the Temple at 
Jerusalem. He prays that God’s house may ever stand 
as the centre of the people’s worship and as a symbol and 
pledge of answer to prayer. 


St. James 5, 1-18 :—This passage contains a variety of 
practical exhortations, beginning with a warning against 
building up riches by sweated labour, and ending with a 
reminder of the power of prayer. 




( 100 ) 

ROGATION DAY. 

(WEDNESDAY.) 

Morning. 

Joel 2, 21-27 :—The land of Israel has just been desolated 
by swarms of locusts and by drought, and the prophet has 
persuaded the people to turn to God in humiliation and 
repentance. He now promises that fertility and plenty 
shall be restored. 


St. John 6, 22-40 :—Far more important than earthly 
bread is the bread of life , which is Jesus Himself. 

Evening. 

(eve of ascension day.) 

Song of the Three Children 29-37 :— The Song of the Three 
Children is found in certain Greek manuscripts after 
Daniel 3, 23. It is a psalm of praise put into the mouth 
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the burning fiery 
furnace, and was probably composed in the first century 
b.c. The verses read this evening, referring to the blessed¬ 
ness of God in heaven and leading on to the first words of 
the Benedicite , are chosen because to-morrow is Ascension 
Day. 


St. Luke 24, 36-end :—This passage opens with the 
appearance of our Lord to His disciples in Jerusalem on 
the evening of Easter Day, and closes with the bare record 
of His departure from them. This record is amplified at 
the beginning of St. Luke’s second volume (Acts 1 , 1-11) 
which will be read as the Epistle to-morrow morning. 
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ASCENSION DAY. 

Morning. 

II Kings 2, 1-15 :—The story of the Ascension of 
Elijah. 


Ejphesians 4, 1-16 :—This passage leads up to the 
thought of the varied gifts bestowed by the exalted Christ 
for the building up of the Church, His Body. 

Evening. 

Daniel 7, 9, 10, 13, 14 :—This picture is taken from the 
most influential of all Apocalyptic visions. It seems to 
have been in our Lord’s mind at His trial before the Jewish 
Sanhedrin (St. Mark 14, 62). 


Hebrews 1 :—A poet-philosopher’s vision of the Ascended 
Christ, the chorus of worshipping angels, and “ the con¬ 
tinual stream of ministering spirits as they go and come in 
the movement of the eternal liturgy.” 
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SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY. 
Morning. 

Deuteronomy 26 :—Thanksgivings to be used at the Pre¬ 
sentation of Firstfruits and the triennial Distribution of 
the Tithes to the needy : with a concluding exhortation 
to keep the whole code of laws contained in this and the 
preceding chapters (12-26). 

Or 

Isaiah 64 :—The prayer which we began to read last 
Sunday evening is continued to the end of this chapter. 
It becomes a touching supplication that God will manifest 
Himself to save His people in their distress. The precise 
occasion on which the prayer was first composed is a 
matter of conjecture; but its liturgical form suggests that 
it was subsequently used from time to time in public 
worship. 


St. John 14, 1-14 :—Christ’s impending departure, and 
what it will mean for His disciples. 

Or 

Ephesians 1, 3-end :—The style of this great Epistle is 
“ like the flow of a deep river,” and its theme is God’s 
eternal purpose for the universe revealed in Christ. This 
passage begins with a thanksgiving for the privileges of 
membership in Christ, and leads to a prayer that the 
readers may understand these privileges and rise to them. 
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SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY. 

Evening. 

Deuteronomy 30This chapter concludes the Deu- 
teronomic discourses proper. It sets forth the conditions 
of restoration from exile, and ends with a reminder that 
God’s commandments appeal to man’s conscience, and the 
choice between obedience and disobedience is a choice 
between life and death. 

Or 

Deuteronomy 34 :—The last section of an editorial supple¬ 
ment to the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible). 
It records the death and burial of Moses and tells how, 
before he died, he was granted a sight of the Promised 
Land. 

Or 

Isaiah 65, 17-end :—“ The loftiest flight of the prophet’s 
imagination ” : the happy transformation of the conditions 
of human existence. 


St. John 16, 5-end Our Lord promises that the Holy 
Spirit, the Paraclete, i.e. ^Advocate” or ^Champion,” 
will take His place when He has gone to His Father. 

Or 

Acts 1, 1-14 The story of Ascension Day, and a note 
of wliat ttle disciples were doing between Ascension Day and 
Whitsunday. If we are to recapture their Whitsun experi¬ 
ence, we must, like them, continue with one accord stead¬ 
fastly in prayer. 
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WHITSUNDAY. 

Morning. 

Joel 2, 28-end :—The prophet Joel looks forward to the 
pouring out of God’s Spirit upon young and old alike; 
and the nation will become a nation of prophets. The 
passage is quoted in St. Peter’s Whitsun sermon as reported 
in Acts 2, and the outpouring of the Spirit that day is 
claimed as a fulfilment of the prophet’s expectation. 


Romans 8, 1-17 :—This lesson is particularly well chosen, 
for it directs our attention to the really important and 
lasting effects of the Gift of the Spirit : not k ‘ the speak¬ 
ing with tongues ” (whatever that may have been), but 
life and peace. 
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WHITSUNDAY. 

Evening. 

Isaiah 11, 1-9 The prophet looks forward to the 
coming of the Messiah, God’s anointed King, who shall 
act, not in human strength, but by virtue of a full endow¬ 
ment of the Spirit of the Lord; and the transformation 
of human society under his rule will be accompanied by a 
restoration of the harmony of creation. 

Or 

Ezekiel 36, 22-36 :—The prophet looks forward to the 
restoration of the Jewish exiles to their own country. 
But change of place is not enough : God will give Israel 
a new heart and a new spirit. 


Romans 8, 18-end :—This continues the second lesson 
of this morning. The Spirit of Christ, which is the Spirit 
of God, sheds abroad the love of Christ in our hearts; 
and that means everything to us here and hereafter. 

Or 

Galatians 5, 13—end :—The contrast between the works 
of the flesh (i.e. the lower part of our nature) and the fruit 
of the Spirit. From the latter we note the absence of 
the self-assertive qualities praised by the Greek moralists. 


H 
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MONDAY IN WHITSUN WEEK. 

Mobning. 

Ezekiel 11, 14-20 Ezekiel is describing a vision in 
which he was transported from Babylonia to the Temple at 
Jerusalem. The Jews left behind in Judaea selfishly want 
to keep the country to themselves, but the prophet promises 
the restoration of their fellows in Babylon who will come 
back with a new heart and a new spirit. 


Acts 2, 12-36 -.—This lesson continues the Epistle for 
Whitsunday, and reports St. Peter’s speech on the day of 
Pentecost. 

Evening. 

Wisdom 1,1-7 In this passage wisdom is closely associ¬ 
ated with the Spirit of God. It can only enter a soul that 
is fitted to receive it. 


Acts 2, 37-end 'This passage is a continuation of this 
morning’s lesson. It describes the sequel to St. Peter s 
speech, and gives a picture in miniature of the life oi the 
first Christian converts in Jerusalem. 
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TUESDAY IN WHITSUN WEEK. 

Morning. 

Ezekiel 37, 1-14 Ezekiel’s vision of the nation dead in 
exile rising to new life signifies the life-giving power of the 
Spirit of God. 


I Corinthians 12, 1—13 :—St. Paul describes the manifold 
gifts of the Spirit, all to be used for the building up of the 
one Church, the one Body of Christ. 

Evening. 

Wisdom 7, 15—8, 1 :—In this passage Solomon is sup¬ 
posed to be speaking and he describes the spirit of Wisdom 
which God has bestowed upon him. 


I Corinthians 12, 27—13 end :—St. Paul has been enumer¬ 
ating various gifts of the Spirit which are to be used for the 
building up of Christ’s Body : he now comes to the greatest 
gift of all: Caritas , Charity , which is Love to all the world. 
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WHITSUN WEEK. 

EMBER DAY. 

(WEDNESDAY.) 

Morning. 

I Kings 19, 1-18 An Ember Day lesson : the prophet 
Elijah receives an epoch-making revelation of Gocl at 
Horeb and is commissioned to anoint his successor. 


I Corinthians 2 St. Paul is clear that the first duty of a 
Christian preacher is to proclaim, as simply and plainly as 
possible, Christ and Him crucified. 

Evening. 

Wisdom 9 :—This passage consists of a prayer put into 
the mouth of King Solomon. In view of the greatness of 
the task assigned to him, he appeals to God for the gift of 
heavenly wisdom. 


I Corinthians 3 :—-This chapter indicates the proper 
estimate of Christian ministers, an estimate hitherto 
conspicuously lacking among the Christians at Corinth, as 
is shown by their rivalries and quarrels. There is no room 
for personal claims of superiority : all belong to the Church, 
and the Church is Christ’s, and Christ is God's. 
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WHITSUN WEEK. 

EMBER DAY. 

(FRIDAY.) 

Morning. 

Numbers 11, 16-17, 24—29 :—Another Ember Day lesson : 
seventy elders are appointed to assist Moses; but their 
possession of the Spirit is not exclusive, and Moses welcomes 
its manifestation in two others outside their number. 


II Corinthians 5, 14—6, 10 :—In this passage St. Paul 
describes his work and that of his fellow-labourers as 
preachers, ambassadors and ministers of Christ. 

Evening. 

Jeremiah 31, 31-34:—In this wonderful passage the 
prophet penetrates to the very heart of true religion, viz. 
the personal knowledge of God by the individual. 


II Corinthians 3 :—Opposition at Corinth has made it 
painfully necessary for St. Paul to vindicate his apostolic 
office. He goes on to speak of the glory of the new covenant 
of which he is a minister. 
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WHITSUN WEEK. 

EMBER DAY. 

(SATURDAY.) 

Morning. 

Numbers 27, 15-end :—Another Ember Day lesson from 
the Old Testament: Joshua is appointed as Moses’ successor, 
and Moses publicly lays his hands upon him. 


St. Matthew 9, 35—10, 20 :—See Seventh Sunday after 
Trinity, Evening. 


Evening. 

Isaiah 61 :—See Fourth Sunday after Easter, Evening. 


Acts 20, 17-35 :—St. Paul, in his last charge to the elders 
of the Church of Ephesus, seeks to impress upon them the 
high responsibility of the work of the Christian ministry. 
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TRINITY SUNDAY. 

Morning. 

Isaiah 6, 1-8 :—Isaiah’s vision of God and his call to be 
a prophet. 


St. Mark 1, 1-11 :—This morning we begin to read St. 
Mark’s, the earliest of all the Gospels : and we shall continue 
to read from it on Sunday mornings up to the middle of 
July. 

Or 

I Peter 1, 1-12 :—The opening paragraphs of one of the 
most beautiful of early Christian documents. The writer 
speaks of faith in the Heavenly Father, in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and in the Holy Spirit, as the strength and inspira¬ 
tion of Christian men and women now entering into 
persecution. 
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TRINITY SUNDAY. 

Evening. 

Exodus 34, 1-10:—This passage describes the self¬ 
revelation of God to Moses. He is as merciful as He is 
mighty. 

Or 

Numbers 6, 22-end : —It was part of the duty of the priests 
to bless the people in the name of God. This passage gives 
the three-fold blessing used each day at the morning and 
evening sacrifices in the Temple. 

Or 

Isaiah 40, 12-end :—In order to counteract the despond¬ 
ency of his fellow-countrymen the prophet launches out 
into a great poetical description of the incomparable power 
and wisdom of God, Who is “ an inexhaustible source of 
strength to those who have none of their own, if they will 
only wait on Him in faith.” 


St. Matthew 28, 16-end :—In St. Matthew’s Gospel our 
Lord is brought before us as the Messiah, God’s Anointed, 
and the Gospel has a noble and fitting conclusion. For its 
belief the Church has the Lord’s sanction, and in its work 
the Lord’s presence. 

Or 

Ephesians 3 :—St. Paul rises to the height of his great 
argument, and at that point he can do no other than bow 
in prayer : prayer that his readers may be enabled to 
comprehend the Divine Love manifested by the Heavenly 
Father through His Son Jesus Christ, and brought home 
to their hearts by the indwelling Spirit. 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Morning. 

Joshua 1 :—The book of Joshua gives an account of the 
settlement of Israel in Canaan from a much later point of 
view. The writer tries to draw out from the stories which 
he re-tells the lesson that true prosperity depends on the 
whole-hearted following of the Will of God. 

Or 

Job 1 :—The book of Job, written probably in the fourth 
or fifth century b.c., is one of the greatest poetical works 
in the world. It deals with one of the hardest of problems : 
“ How can the suffering of a good man be reconciled with 
the moral government of God ? ” 


St. Mark 2, 1-22 :—This passage describes the gracious 
work of our Lord in Galilee in the early days of His public 
ministry, and indicates the beginning of opposition on the 
part of the Pharisees, the acknowledged leaders of religion 
at the time. 

Or 

Romans 1:—It is the winter of a.d. 55-56. St. Paul is 
at Corinth. He has not yet visited the Church at Rome, 
but he hopes to do so. In this letter he prepares the way 
by explaining “ his gospel,” as he calls it: so the letter 
“ becomes a long doctrinal statement.” After an Intro¬ 
duction which extends to verse 17, he plunges into his first 
theme, viz. “ Righteousness, created by Faith.” 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

Joshua 5, 13—6, 20 :—The ancient story of Israel’s first 
success in Canaan. It is not a war-correspondent’s account, 
but a kind of picture showing Joshua encouraged by an 
angelic leader and the city of Jericho captured with great 
ease. 

Or 

Joshua 24 :—The duty of the nation is also the duty of 
the individual, and is summed up in the simple declaration : 
“ As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.” 

Or 

Job 2 :—The prose introduction to the book of Job is 
continued from the first lesson of this morning. In the 
first chapter we read how Job lost his children and his 
property : we are now to read how he lost his health. 


St. Matthew 1, 18-end:—Lessons taking us through 
St. Matthew’s Gospel are provided for Sunday evenings 
from now on to the fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. We 
begin the series to-night with the story of the birth of the 
Saviour. 

Or 

Acts 8, 26-end :—The Church is expanding beyond the 
bounds of the Jewish race. Philip the evangelist has just 
conducted a very successful missionary campaign among 
the semi-Jewish Samaritans. He is now travelling towards 
Gaza, and falls in with an Ethiopian magnate who has just 
been to Jerusalem to worship. 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY AETER TRINITY. 


Morning. 

Judges 4 :—A prose narrative of the events referred to 
in the very ancient song of Deborah, preserved in the next 
chapter. The treacherous murder of Sisera illustrates the 
wild disorder of some of the early periods in Palestinian 
history. 

Or 

Judges 5 :—The song of Deborah is probably the oldest 
piece of Hebrew literature we have. It was written over a 
thousand years before Christ, and is inspired by intense 
religious patriotism. Jehovah is regarded as a warrior God 
leading His people to victory. Our Lord has given us a far 
higher conception of the divine character; and yet, if we 
listen carefully, we still can catch something of the true 
inspiration of this ancient hymn. 

Or 

Job 3 :—A chapter which Dean Swift used to read on his 
birthday : the wild outpouring of the soul of a good man 
tortured by loss and pain. 


St. Mark 2, 23—3, 19 :—It is still early in our Lord’s 
ministry in Galilee, but He has already come into conflict 
with the rigorists of His day. 

Or 

Romans 5 :—In this chapter St. Paul first describes 
the effects of peace with God in the lives of those who believe; 
and then turns aside into a digression on the contrast 
between the relation of mankind to Adam as described in 
the Old Testament and its relation to Christ. The one 
relation spells death, the other life. 



( 117 ) 

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

Judges 6, 33—7, 23 'The thrilling story of the Midianite 
raid and Gideon’s victory teaches that numbers are not 
always important, and that God sometimes brings about a 
great deliverance through the devoted efforts of a few. 

Or 

Ruth 1 -.—This is the only chapter of this charming little 
book that is read in church on a Sunday. It tells us of 
Ruth’s affectionate loyalty to her mother-in-law. 

Or 

Job 5, 6-end 'The first of Job’s friends to try to say 
something in reply to his bitter cry (which we read this 
morning) is the eldest, Eliphaz the Temanite. Eliphaz 
urges him to commit his cause to God. Let him receive 
God’s chastening humbly, and God will bless him with 
restored prosperity and a ripe old age. 


St. Matthew 2 This familiar story gives us a picture of 
people coming from afar to offer their best to Christ. 

Or 

Acts 9, 1-31 The full story of St. Paul’s conversion. 
St. Paul is to be the chief figure in the second half of St. 
Luke’s narrative in the Acts; and so important does he 
feel the conversion of the great Apostle to be, that he finds 
room for the story of it no less than three times : here, in 
chapter 22, and in chapter 26. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Morning. 

I Samuel 1 :—The story of the birth and dedication of 
Samuel, taken from a biography written under prophetic 
influence. 

Or 

Job 19 :—Job’s three friends address him in turn, and he 
replies to each. The cycle is three times repeated, though 
the third cycle is left incomplete. In the first the friends 
dwell on the thought of God, on His purity, His righteous¬ 
ness, His wisdom. In the second they paint “ lurid pictures 
of the fate of the wicked.” This is Job’s reply to his second 
friend, Bildad the Shuhite, in the second cycle. In his dire 
extremity he appeals for pity. He is convinced that God 
will eventually vindicate his innocence. 


St. Marie 4, 1-29 :—Our Lord used homely stories to 
illustrate His teaching, but He felt that in numerous 
instances His words would find unresponsive hearts. People 
would hear with their ears, but, as the prophet Isaiah had 
long before complained, they would not make the effort to 
understand. 

Or 

Romans 6In this chapter St. Paul deals with “ the 
relation of pardon to holiness .” The convert believes in 
Christ and is baptized. Plunged beneath the water, he 
brings his former life to a close : he rises to an altogether 
new life as a Christian. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

I Samuel 2, 1-21 :—Hannah’s psalm of praise, on which 
the Magnificat is largely modelled. It is followed by a 
short statement of the misconduct of Eli’s sons, and a 
charming little picture of Samuel as a boy-priest. 

Or 

I Samuel 3 :—The call of Samuel. He takes his place as 
the leader of the religious life of Israel. 

Or 

Job 28 :—A fine poem inserted in this book between two 
speeches. Its theme is that divine Wisdom, the principle 
by which God directs His works, is beyond human attain¬ 
ment. The wisdom attainable by man is grounded in 
reverence, the fear of the Lord. 


St. Matthew 4, 23—5, 16 :—A brief summary of the 
earliest phase of our Lord’s ministry in Galilee, followed by 
the beginning of “ the Sermon on the Mount,” the first of 
the five great blocks into which most of our Lord’s sayings 
recorded in this Gospel are collected. 

Or 

Acts 10 :—This chapter describes an incident which 
proved to be a crucial point in the expansion of the Church. 
St. Peter, the chief leader of the Jewish Christians, under 
divine guidance which left no room for doubt, himself 
baptizes an uncircumcised Gentile. 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Morning. 

I Samuel 12 :—Two views of the establishment of the 
Monarchy are to be found in the First Book of Samuel. 
This speech of Samuel’s gives us the unfavourable view. 
The request for a king is regarded as tainted with disloyalty 
to God. Yet if king and people together serve the Lord, 
He will not forsake them. 

Or 

Job 29 :—Job’s debate with his three friends is over. 
He now soliloquizes again, as in chapter 3. He longs that 
once more he might live as in the old days of his prosperity. 


St. Mark 6, 1-32 :—This passage describes our Lord’s 
teaching among the villages, the first expedition of the 
twelve, and the death of St. John the Baptist. Henceforth 
the scene of our Lord’s ministry begins to move away from 
Galilee. 


Or 


Romans 12 :—Hitherto in this great Epistle St. Paul 
has been dealing chiefly with doctrine , now he comes to 
practice. Clearer knowledge should produce better action. 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

I Samuel , 15, 1-31 :—In the view of the writer it was a 
religious duty for Israel entirely to destroy the Amalekites, 
a ruthless and treacherous Arab tribe which had, years 
before, made an unprovoked attack upon them. It is, 
of course, an utterly un-Christian view. The four couplets, 
however, of Samuel’s reply to Saul in verse 22 sum up the 
teaching of the great eighth-century prophets : obedience 
to God’s commands stands on a higher plane than the mere 
performance of ritual. 

Or 

I Samuel 16 :—Two stories about David from two 
different sources. The first tells how as “ a stripling with 
beautiful eyes ” he is anointed by Samuel, and the second 
how he is brought to court as a minstrel. 

Or 

Job 38 :—Since Trinity Sunday we have had several 
lessons from the Book of Job. This is to be the last of them. 
It gives us the first part of God’s answer to Job’s question¬ 
ings. God speaks out of the storm, and convinces Job 
of his incompetence to criticize the divine plan. Under 
this conviction and the accompanying sense of God’s 
overwhelming majesty and wisdom, the heart of Job is at 
last stilled. 


St. Matthew 5, 17-end :—In the summary of His teach¬ 
ing commonly known as “ the Sermon on the Mount ” 
our Lord gives us principles which go far deeper than 
the rules laid down under the Mosaic Law. 

Or 

Acts 13, 1-26 :—The first official sending out of mission¬ 
aries by the Church. A short account of the beginning 
of their travels, together with a specimen of St. Paul’s 
style of preaching in a Jewish synagogue. 


i 
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Morning. 

I Samuel 17, 1-54 :—A camp-fire story : how the strip¬ 
ling overcame the giant; the lesson being that a man who 
trusts in God can triumph against tremendous odds. 

Or 

Wisdom 1 :—The Book of Wisdom was written in 
Alexandria perhaps about the middle of the first century 
b.c. It takes the form of an imaginary address given by 
Solomon to all the kings of the earth, who are represented 
as assembled to hear his wisdom (cf. II Chronicles 9, 23). 
The address falls into two sections : the first (chapters 1-9) 
consists of a commendation of Wisdom as the guide to a 
blessed immortality and as the source of all moral and 
intellectual blessings; the second (chapters 10-19) collects 
historical illustrations from Genesis and Exodus showing 
how Wisdom preserves the just and punishes the wicked. 


St. Mark 6, 53—7, 23 :—The lessons on Sunday mornings 
are now taking us through St. Mark, the earliest of the 
Gospels. To-day, after a short summary of our Lord’s 
work in the plain of Gennesaret south of Capernaum, we 
are given a brief report of three discussions which represent 
the final breach between our Lord and the Pharisees. 

Or 

Eomans 13 :—In chapter 12, read last Sunday morning, 
St. Paul gave a number of general exhortations. He now 
enjoins loyalty to lawfully constituted government, and 
reminds his readers again of Christ’s Great Law that we 
owe love to all men , and “ of the nearer approach of their 
final salvation.” 
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

I Samuel 20, 1—17 :—A story illustrating the wonderful 
friendship between David and Jonathan. 

Or 

I Samuel 26 :—An early story illustrating the remarkable 
generosity of David. It preserves (verse 19) interesting 
traces of the primitive religious ideas of the time. 

Or 

Wisdom 2 :—The reasoning of the practical materialist 
leads to self-indulgence, to oppression of the weak and 
persecution of the righteous. Such reasoning is due to 
blindness to the purpose of God, Who created man for 
immortality. 


St. Matthew 6 :—What we call “ the Sermon on the 
Mount ” is composed of sayings of our Lord strung together 
like pearls in a necklace. This chapter gives us several 
pearls, and helps us to grasp some of the great principles 
of the Christian life. 

Or 

Acts 14 :—This chapter gives an account of the second 
part of the first missionary journey undertaken by St. Paul 
and St. Barnabas. Driven from Antioch by persecution, 
they have arrived at Iconium, ninety miles away. Further 
disturbance causes them to go on eighteen miles to Lystra, 
and then a few miles further to Derbe. From Derbe they 
return along the same route to their starting-point, Antioch 
in Syria. 
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Morning. 

II Samuel 1 :—A narrative introducing David’s noble 
elegy over Saul and Jonathan, next to the Song of Deborah 
the oldest surviving Hebrew poem. 

Or 

Wisdom 3, 1-9 :—The righteous are justified in hoping 
for immortality. Their bodies perish, but their souls are 
with God, and endowed with new life and power. 


St. Mark 7, 24—8, 10 :—A woman’s venture of faith : 
the healing of a man who was deaf and barely able to speak : 
St. Mark’s second account of the feeding of a multitude. 

Or 

Romans 14,1—15,7 :—St. Paul is here dealing with minor 
points of practical life on which there is a difference of 
opinion among Christian people. He exhorts them to 
mutual forbearance. 


I 
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Evening. 

II Samuel 7 :—A prophetic message to David, followed 
by the King’s thanksgiving prayer. 

Or 

II Samuel 12, 1-23 :—Nathan’s powerful rebuke and 
David’s sorrow. 

Or 

Wisdom 4, 7-14 :—Over this passage might be set two 
well-known lines of the poet Philip James Bailey : 

“ Wo live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not breaths ; 

In feelings, not in figures on a dial.” 


St. Matthew 7 :—Practical maxims forming the last 
section of the collection of our Lord’s sayings commonly 
known as “ the Sermon on the Mount.” 

Or 

Acts 15, 1-31 :—The Church is faced by a crucial issue. 
Must Gentiles submit to circumcision in order to become 
full members of the Christian fellowship ? The question 
had come up in various ways, and the time had come for a 
definite decision one way or the other. If a strict rule of 
circumcision were to be enforced, then, the mission to 
the Gentiles would be doomed to failure, and the Church 
would be hardly more than a Jewish sect. In this chapter 
we read how a conference was called at Jerusalem, how 
St. Peter championed the more liberal view, how St. James 
as chairman summed up the decision, and how it was 
embodied in a letter sent to the recently converted Gentiles. 
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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Morning. 

II Samuel 18 :—The story of Absalom’s death and his 
father’s grief. 

Or 

Wisdom 5, 1-16 :—In chapter 2 the conduct of the 
materialist is attributed to spiritual blindness. This 
chapter describes what happens when at length his eyes 
are opened : he is tortured by remorse. 


St. Mark 9, 2—32 :—The combination (preserved in 
Raphael’s great picture) of the Transfiguration and its 
sequel, the healing of the lad, suggests that the Lord Who 
reveals Himself to His disciples in glory on the mountain 
of vision is able to meet the practical needs of life on the 
plain. 

Or 

Philippians 1 :—St. Paul is a prisoner at Rome expecting 
tried. His relations with the Christians of 
Philippi have always been of the happiest, and they have 
just sent him by Epaphroditus a token of their affection. 
His reply is full of love and gratitude. In this first chapter 
he assures his friends of his constant prayers and tells them 
of his present circumstances. 
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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

I Kings 3 :—Notes on the reign of Solomon : his prayer 
for wisdom, followed by a striking instance of its exercise. 

Or 

I Kings 8, 22-61 King Solomon’s prayer at the dedica¬ 
tion of the Temple and his blessing of the people. 

Or 

Wisdom 6, 1-11 :—Solomon is represented as taking up 
again the appeal to the rulers of the earth with which the 
book began. He enjoins them to learn Wisdom. 


St. Matthew 9, 35—10, 23 In his account of the choice 
and sending forth of the Twelve Apostles, the writer of this 
Gospel makes use of a cycle of tradition probably derived 
from the Church of Jerusalem. 

Or 

Acts 16, 6-end -.—This passage describes how the Gospel 
came to Europe. It will be noticed that in verse 10 the 
first person plural (we) suddenly takes the place of the thu d 
person singular (he), indicating that the writer himself 
became one of the party which set sail from Troas. 
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THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 


Morning. 

I Kings 10, 1—13 The story of the visit of the Queen 
ol Sheba, a kingdom in the south-west of Arabia, is told to 
illustrate the far-famed wisdom of King Solomon. 


Or 


Wisdom, 6, 12—end :—Wisdom is 
teacher of true kingship. 


accessible, and is the 


M SL . Mark 10, 1-31 The sanctity of marriage and a 
blessing of little children; followed by an appeal to a 
man whose heart was bound up in his possessions. 

Or 


PMtpptans 2 :—The Christians at Philippi are bound 
to bt. -Paul by the closest ties, and he rejoices in their love 
and loyalty. If anything causes him a little misgiving 
it is the rivalry that exists among them. In this chapter 
he implores them to follow the example of Christ “ Who 
being higher than all, nevertheless did not assert His 
divine majesty, but became the lowliest of the lowly/* 
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THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 


Evening. 

I Kings 12 :—-This chapter describes how the Northern 
tribes broke away from Judah, how civil war was avoided, 
and how Jeroboam established himself as the first king of 
the separated North. 

Or 

I Kings 13, 1-32 :—One of the strangest passages in the 
Old Testament. The writer apparently desires to show 
that the idolatrous worship at Bethel was from the first 
doomed to destruction, and that no one who ventures to 
disobey the smallest command of God on any excuse 
whatever can expect to escape punishment. From his 
repulsive idea of God as an arbitrary despot we are fully 
and finally delivered by the life and teaching of our Lord. 
(The choice of this lesson should be avoided.) 

Or 

Wisdom 7, 15—8, 1 :—King Solomon is supposed to be 
speaking, and he attributes the knowledge for which he 
was famous to Heavenly Wisdom. Twenty-one attributes 
of Wisdom are enumerated, and an eloquent description 
is given of her nature and activities. 


St. Matthew 10, 24-end:—Warnings and encourage¬ 
ments for Christ’s disciples. They must expect opposition, 
and not be deterred by it in the least, for the providence 
of God never ceases to watch over them and their work. 

Or 

Acts 17, 16-end :—The second missionary journey of 
St. Paul included a short stay at Athens, the intellectual 
capital of the world. St. Luke gives us a summary of his 
address to the Athenian philosophers, which, although it 
seemed to have produced little effect at the time, is of deep 
significance as “ the solemn unfolding of the Gospel ” 
in “ the metropolis of the human search for truth.” 
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THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Morning. 

I Kings 17 :—Stories from an early Biography of the 
prophet Elijah, illustrating his mighty faith in God. 

Or 

Wisdom 11, 21—12, 2 :—The first lessons this morning 
and this evening give us passages from the second part of 
the Book of Wisdom, which traces the action of the Divine 
Wisdom in history as recorded in the books of Genesis 
and Exodus. The writer has just been considering the 
purpose for which the plagues of Egypt assumed their 
various forms, and he is led to the reflection that God’s 
almighty power is declared “ most chiefly in showing 
mercy and pity.” 


St. Luke 1, 1-25 :—From now till the Sunday before 
Advent the second lessons on Sunday mornings consist 
of selections from St. Luke’s Gospel. This morning we 
read of the announcement of the birth of John the Baptist, 
the Elijah of the New Testament. 

Or 

Philippians 3 :—St. Paul is about to end his letter, but 
he remembers the danger that his readers are in, on the 
one hand from those who would draw them away into 
Judaism, and on the other from those who would drag them 
down into self-indulgence. He therefore points to his own 
experience, and appeals to them to live as citizens of Heaven. 
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THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

I Kings 18 :—One of the most magnificent of all Old 
Testament stories, the story of the contest between the 
rival claims of Jehovah, the true God, and a Phoenician 
deity, the Baal whose worship had been introduced to 
Israel under the patronage of Queen Jezebel. 

Or 

I Kings 19:—Elijah at Horeb, the sacred mountain; 
and the call of Elisha. Not in the thunder, but in the 
sound of a light whisper , Elijah recognizes the Voice of 
God, “ and in this moment prophecy, the fine flower of 
Hebrew religion, was born.” 

Or 

Wisdom 12, 12-21 :—From the plagues of Egypt 
(chapter 11) the writer passes to the gradual extermination 
of the Canaanites in Palestine. Here he finds a striking 
illustration of the patience exhibited by the divine Wisdom. 


St. Matthew 11 :—Our Lord’s testimony to St. John the 
Baptist, the Elijah of the New Testament : followed by 
some of the most wonderful of all His utterances. 

Or 

Acts 20,17-end :—The second lessons on Sunday evenings 
have for some time been giving us scenes from the 
Missionary Journeys of St. Paul. These will be continued 
till the middle of the month. To-night we are to read of 
the Apostle’s farewell to the leaders of the Church of 
Ephesus. Less than six months before, he had himself 
been working in the city, and, indeed, he had spent some 
three years there : the longest stay in any one place re¬ 
corded in connexion with his missionary journeys. 
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THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Morning. 

I Kings 21 :—The story of Naboth’s vineyard shows 
the weakness of Ahab and the unscrupulousness of his wife. 
The rebuke of the prophet Elijah comes with great dramatic 
force. 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 3, 17-29 :—The first lessons to-day and 
next Sunday are taken from the book of Ecclesiasticus, 
written early in the second century b.c. The author is a 
well-to-do Jewish teacher, wide and human in his outlook; 
if not a profound thinker, yet practical and honourable, 
and firmly attached to his religion. Here he very properly 
warns his readers against over-estimating their powers 
and over-reaching themselves. 


St. Luke 1, 26-56 :—This morning we continue our 
reading of St. Luke’s Gospel. We have come to the story 
of the Annunciation to Mary of the birth of Jesus, and the 
meeting of Mary and Elisabeth her kinswoman, who is to 
be the mother of Christ’s forerunner, John the Baptist. 

Or 

Philippians 4 :—In closing his letter St. Paul again 
sounds the note of joy, which has, indeed, been the 
dominant note throughout; and he thanks his friends at 
Philippi for all their thoughtful care of him. So ends the 
least dogmatic of the Apostle’s letters to the Churches, 
reminding us that the heart of the Gospel is not a dogmatic 
system or even an ethical code, but a life given to God . 
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THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

I Kings 22, 1-40 :—King Ahab, supported by his vassal, 
King Jehoshaphat of Judah, and encouraged by false and 
flattering prophets, undertakes an expedition which leads 
to his death. 

Or 

II Kings 4, 8-37 :—A story from a coflection of narratives 
about Elisha. It is meant to be an illustration of the bless¬ 
ing which is the reward of reverence for a prophet of God. 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 11, 7-28 :—This passage is an excellent 
illustration of the good sense of Jesus Ben-Sirach, the 
author of this book. The concluding verses lead to one 
of his favourite ideas, viz. that in the long run the good 
man is always rewarded and the wicked is always punished; 
and in estimating their lives you must wait till the end, 
and indeed (in his opinion) take the end chiefly into account. 


St. Matthew 13, 24-52 :—Six short parables with the 
interpretation of one of them. 

Or 

Acts 27 :—This chapter gives us the most vivid account 
of a sea-voyage ending in a shipwreck that has come down 
to us from antiquity. It was written by an eye-witness 
who, here and there, betrays himself as a landsman and 
not a sailor. St. Paul is the central figure of the story, 
and our attention is directed to his noble and courageous 
bearing. 
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THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Morning. 

II Kings 5 :—One of the most famous of the stories 
about Elisha. Belief in the power of God acting through 
a holy man is still immensely strong among the Arabs to-day. 
In Tom Brown's Schooldays there is a discussion among the 
boys as to why Elisha bade Naaman “ go in peace.” The 
phrase, of course, simply means “ farewell.’’ 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 18, 1-14The writer here interrupts 
the flow of his practical advice to reflect how unsearchable 
are God’s works and how short-lived is man. But God 
remembers this and is all-merciful. 


St. Luke 1, 57-end:—On Sunday mornings at this 
time of the year we read passages from the Gospels. In 
June and July we were reading St. Mark. We are now 
reading St. Luke. This morning we have the story of the 
birth of St. John the Baptist. 

Or 

Colossians 3, 12—4, 6 :—The Epistle to the Colossians 
was written during St. Paul’s imprisonment in Rome, 
about a.d. 60 . The Apostle himself does not appear to 
have taught at Colossac, though he had friends there. The 
main danger which threatened the Colossian Church seems 
to have arisen from semi-Christian teaching, a mixture of 
Theosophy and Judaism. After dealing with this St. Paul 
goes on, as his custom is, to the practical side of the Christian 
life. 
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THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

II Kings 6, 8-23 :—A story showing both Elisha’s 
kindliness and chivalry and his confidence in God. It 
teaches us that God has ways of protecting His faithful 
servants that are visible only to the eye of faith. 

Or 

II Kings 17, 1-23 :—The reign of Hoshea, the last king 
of Northern Israel. Samaria, his capital, is captured by 
the Assyrians in 722 b.c. The editor of the book adds a 
short epilogue, in which he ascribes the downfall of the 
kingdom to its persistent apostasy from Jehovah and its 
adoption of some of the worst features of the surrounding 
heathenism. 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 38,24-end:—In this fine passage the writer, 
with characteristic shrewdness, observes that you cannot 
become learned without giving much time to study. But 
many other things besides learning are necessary for the 
well-being of society; and good craftsmen do well to pray 
about their work, for by it they “ maintain the fabric of 
the world.” 


St. Matthew 16, 13-end :—St. Peter’s great confession, 
and our Lord’s first forewarning of the Cross. On the 
foundation of St. Peter and those who share St. Peter’s 
faith and faithfulness Christ builds, and is still building, His 
Church. 

Or 

Acts 28 :—St. Luke here brings his second volume to a 
close. St. Paul, his hero, reaches the capital city of the 
world, and there St. Luke leaves him, “ in his own hired 
dwelling ” preaching unhindered. It is not improbable 
that St. Luke intended to tell us in a third volume what 
happened after that. His closing words certainly whet 
our appetite. 
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THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Morning. 

II Kings 18, 13-end :—The beginning of the account 
of the invasion of Judah by Sennacherib in 701 b.c. This 
morning we read of the summons to deliver up Jerusalem. 
Rabshakeh is the title given to the Chief of Staff of the 
Assyrian army. The triumphant sequel, in which Isaiah 
plays a leading part, is reserved for this evening. 

Or 

Micah 6 :—The latter part of the book of Micah contains 
a number of detached prophecies of various dates. This 
chapter consists of two distinct sections : the first (verses 
1-8) urges the necessity of spiritual religion and leads, in 
verse 8, to one of the greatest utterances in the Old Testa¬ 
ment. The second section (verses 9-16) denounces com¬ 
mercial dishonesty and the violence and corruption which 
have entered into social relationships, and describes the 
punishment which must inevitably ensue. 


St. Lulce 4, 1-15 :—St. Luke’s version of the story of our 
Lord’s Temptation in the Wilderness. At the outset of 
His ministry our Lord faces the situation and counts the 
cost. He fights and overcomes, as He will to the end fight 
and overcome, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life. 

Or 

Philemon :—This little personal letter sent by St. Paul 
during his imprisonment at Rome to a well-to-do Christian 
at Colossae reveals some of the great social principles 
implicit in the Christian faith. 
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THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

II Kings 19 :—Hezekiah in a rash moment rebelled 
against Sennacherib, King of Assyria. Sennacherib, as 
he himself tells us in the cuneiform records, invaded Pales¬ 
tine and exacted a heavy indemnity and tribute. Hezekiah 
paid that; but now Sennacherib has sent an embassy, 
headed by his Rabshakeh, or Chief of Staff, demanding 
the surrender of Jerusalem. The lesson opens at the point 
where the Rabshakeh has finished delivering his ultimatum. 


Isaiah 38, 1-20 :—A narrative introducing a poem 
expressing the feelings of King Hezekiah on his recovery 
from his illness. No convincing explanation has been 
offered of the sign of the retreating shadow. It will be 
noted that the writer has not got beyond the early Hebrew 
conception of the unseen world of Sheol. He pictures the 
soul as living on in an existence bare and pale, cut off from 
the joy of fellowship with God. 

Or 

Micah 7 :—The prophet perceives that the nation is 
morally corrupt, but he believes that God will yet find a 
way to pardon and to remove the iniquity of His people. 


St. Matthew 18, 15—end :—As Christians we must learn 
how to forgive. God forgives us, and we must forgive 
where our forgiveness is needed. Sometimes it is a hard 
lesson to learn, but our Lord can and will teach us. 

Or 

Ephesians 1 :—This epistle appears to be a circular 
letter addressed to Christians living in various places in 
Asia Minor. Its great theme is the part to be played by 
the Church of Christ in fulfilling God’s purpose for the 
human race. Here the epistle opens with greeting, doxology, 
and prayer. 


K 
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THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Morning. 

II Kings 22 :—This chapter describes the beginning of 
the most thorough-going of the religious reforms of the 
Old Testament. The book of the law discovered in the 
Temple may have been the nucleus of our present book of 
Deuteronomy. At all events it contained the law of the 
One Sanctuary. Hitherto the worship of Jehovah had been 
carried on at “ the high places ” in various centres, in a 
more or less corrupt and debased form. Now all these 
high places are to be abolished and the Temple at Jerusalem 
is finally to become the one and only place where it is legiti¬ 
mate to offer sacrifice. 

Or 

Habakkuk 2, 1-14 How could God employ, even as 
His instrument of punishment, so wicked a nation as the 
Chaldeans ? That is the question the prophet Habakkuk 
has just asked in chapter 1, and now he places himself in 
his imagination upon his prophetic watch-tower and looks 
out to see what answer he may receive. And the answer 
is this : the soul of the Chaldean is elated with pride ; but 
the righteous will live by his faithfulness . That is to say, 
faithfulness will save the one, but pride will ruin the other. 
The rest of the passage is occupied with three woes against 
three of the crying sins of the Chaldeans. 

St. Luke 4, 31—5, 11 :—In this passage St. Luke follows 
the account given by St. Mark of the cures effected by our 
Lord in the early days of His ministry in Galilee, and adds 
his own story of the call of Simon Peter. We note that the 
cures are described according to the popular notions of those 
days, when affections of the nervous system, delirium, 
and mental derangement of all kinds, were attributed to 
demoniac possession. 

Or 

I Timothy 6 :—The First Epistle to Timothy is an early 
Christian pastoral Epistle addressed to a young and rather 
inexperienced bishop. This chapter completes the section 
on Christian discipline :—self-discipline—for slaves, for 
teachers, for the wealthy; and ends with a personal 
appeal. 
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THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

II Kings 23, 1-30 :—This lesson continues from this 
morning the story of the religious reforms of King Josiah. 
The ancient sanctuaries up and down the country-side 
known as “ the high places,” where serious crudities and 
abuses of various kinds marred the worship of God, were 
destroyed. The Temple at Jerusalem became the one 
centre of a purified worship for the whole country, now 
reduced to about the size of an English county. 

Or 

II Chronicles 36, 1-21 :—A rapid survey of the last days 
of the Kingdom of Judah, ending with the fall of Jerusalem 
in 586 b.c. 

Or 

Habakkuk 3, 2-end :—This passage consists of a lyric 
ode in which the poet pictures God’s coming to judgment. 
The scene is laid in the desert region in the south of Judsea. 
The divine manifestation, while at first it alarms the poet, 
leaves him with a joyful confidence that whatever happens 
God will prove Himself the Saviour of His people. 


St. Matthew 20, 1—28 :—The chief lesson of this passage 
is that the life Christ would have us five is a fife of service : 
service rendered, not with an eye to reward, but for love’s 
sake. 

Or 

Ephesians 2 :—In this chapter the writer develops the 
contrast between his readers’ present privileges in the 
Church and their former heathen life. 
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THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Morning. 

Ezra 1, 1-8 and 3 :—The books of Chronicles Ezra and 
Nehemiah seem originally to have formed a single work, 
written about 300 b.c. This passage records the return 
from exile, the building of an altar at Jerusalem, and the 
laying of the foundation of the Temple. 

Or 

Zephaniah 1 :—The work of the prophet Zephaniah is 
probably to be dated just before the reforms of Josiah 
in 621 b.c. The central idea of his message to Judah is 
that of a Judgment executed by God which will sweep away 
idolaters and wrongdoers, those who forget their re¬ 
sponsibilities, the hardened and the impenitent. The 
Judgment will come as a day of terror, and burst upon the 
guilty as the hordes of the wild Scythians had recently 
burst into Asia. 


St. Luke 7, 36-end:—The response of a disreputable 
woman to Christ is contrasted with that of a highly re¬ 
spectable Pharisee. 

Or 

I Corinthians 13 :—The second lesson, St. Paul’s great 
Hymn of Love , forms a very striking contrast to the first 
{Zephaniah 1). No doubt the word “ Love ” comes nearest 
to the meaning of the Greek original, though it has such 
mixed associations that it cannot be regarded as entirely 
satisfactory, and it would have been well if we could have 
retained the word “ Charity ” in its older sense. Bishop 
Jeremy Taylor, for instance, in the seventeenth century, 
says that Charity is “ friendship to all the world.” 
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THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

Nehemiah 1, 1—2, 8 :—Nehemiah’s prayer is answered, 
and he is commissioned by the Persian king to go and 
undertake the repair of the ruined city of Jerusalem. 

Or 

Daniel 1 :—The book of Daniel was written about 
165 b.c. to encourage the Jews to stand firm for their faith 
during the persecution of Antiochus Epiphanes. The 
writer takes as his hero the Daniel mentioned in the book 
of Ezekiel, and tells a number of stories of religious heroism 
of which the scene is laid in Babylon. 

Or 

Zephaniah 3 :—The prophet announces the approach- 
ing judgment that is coming on rebellious and polluted 
Jerusalem as on. all the earth. After the judgment the 
purified remnant of Israel shall rejoice in the restoration 
of God’s favour. 


St. Matthew 21, 23-end :—Some of Christ’s teaching 
in the Temple on the Tuesday in Holy Week. 

Or 

Ephesians 4, 1-24The first part of the Epistle, 
treating of God’s eternal purpose now manifested in Christ, 
has just ended with a doxology : Glory to God “ in the 
Church and in Christ Jesus.” In the Body, as in the Head, 
the glory of God is shown forth. Part II applies this 
thought to daily life, and explains how Christians, as 
members of Christ’s Body, are to use their various gifts 
in the service of the Church. 
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THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Morning. 

Daniel 3 :—The story of the heroism of the three young 
men Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, is told to en¬ 
courage the Jews to resist the attempt of Antiochus 
Epiphanes to enforce sacrifice to idols. 


St. Luke 9, 57—10, 24 :—Three would-be disciples are 
put to the test; the Lord commissions seventy others. 
The number 44 seventy ” probably has a symbolic value, 
as the number, according to the traditional Jewish reckon¬ 
ing, of the nations of the world. 

Or 

II Timothy 1 :—The purpose of the Pastoral Epistles, 
I and II Timothy and Titus , is to encourage those who 
hold office in the Church to rise to the high responsibilities 
of their vocation. Timothy is to be regarded as the type 
of a young city bishop, Titus as that of a missionary 
bishop. This chapter ends with a parenthesis about 
Onesiphorus, a faithful friend to the Apostle, who had, 
apparently, recently died. 



( 143 ) 

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

Daniel 5 :—The strange dramatic story of The writing 
on the wall. The purpose of the writer is to assist the faith 
of his countrymen persecuted by Antiochus Epiphanes by 
suggesting that, though the oppressor might at the moment 
be highly exalted, his days were numbered. 

Or 

Daniel 6 :—The story of Daniel in the Den of Lions is 
intended by the writer to encourage the Jews to remain 
true to their God in spite of all that Antiochus Epiphanes 
was doing to make all his Empire worship Zeus. 


St. Mattheiv 28 :—The living Christ, with us day by day 
to the very end of the world. 

Or 

Ephesians 4, 25—5, 21 :—We begin exactly where we 
left off last Sunday evening, and are now to read of sins 
to be avoided and virtues to be cultivated by all who are 
members of Christ’s Body, the Church. 
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THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Morning. 

Jeremiah 5, 1—19 :—Jeremiah is the prophet of a dying 
nation. Judah is decadent, and in spite of all the prophet’s 
warnings, will not reform. In this passage the prophet 
points out that God would have pardoned, but Jerusalem 
is hardened in depravity; and now there is no escape; 
the destroyer must be called in to lay waste the country. 


St. Luke 11, 1—28 :—Some of our Lord’s teaching : 
particularly on prayer and on the casting out of demons. 
Belief in demon possession was “ part of the ordinary 
mental furniture ” of the age. In this passage such 
belief is not questioned, but simply assumed. 

Or 

Titus 2, 1—3, 7 :—Sound advice to a missionary bishop. 
He should take pains to give wholesome instruction with 
regard to family life and Christian citizenship. The key¬ 
note of the latter should be “ usefulness.” 
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THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

Jeremiah 5, 20-end :—The prophet denounces the moral 
blindness of the people and the corruption of their religious 
leaders. 

Or 

Jeremiah 7, 1-15 :—The prophet warns the people that 
the outward show of religion is valueless without practical 
morality, and that unless they mend their ways God will 
destroy the Temple, just as long ago He allowed the 
sanctuary at Shiloh to be destroyed by the Philistines. 


St. John 8, 12-30 :—Our Lord’s controversy with the 
Jews in the Treasury, which was situated in the Court of 
the Temple known as the Court of the Women. In this 
Court were the golden candelabra which were lighted 
at the Feast of the Tabernacles, a custom which may have 
suggested the great saying with which the lesson opens. 

Or 

Ephesians 5, 22—6, 9 :—We continue from last Sunday 
evening the practical exhortations which conclude this 
great epistle. This section is concerned with family life. 
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THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Morning. 

Jeremiah 17, 5-14 :—A little garland of Jeremiah’s 
sayings : the contrast between the man who trusts in God 
and the man who does not : a proverb about the insecurity 
of ill-gotten gain, based on the alleged habits of the 
partridge. Stability and health come from God alone. 


St. Luke 11, 29-end :—St. Luke here collects some de¬ 
tached fragments of our Lord’s teaching : the sign of 
Jonah (but no reference to the fish) : a condemnation of 
Pharisees and Scribes as those who have the accessories of 
Religion, but not Religion itself. 

Or 

I Peter 1,1-21:—This beautiful little document is probably 
to be dated about a.d. 90. It seems to have been written 
somewhere—very likely in Asia Minor—where anunexpected 
outbreak of persecution has occurred which threatens to 
become worse. The first part of the “ Epistle ” reads like 
an address given by a bishop to the newly baptized. 
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THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

Jeremiah 18, 1-17 :—This chapter opens with the famous 
lesson drawn by Jeremiah from the work of the potter. 
As the potter can change the vessel that is spoiled in the 
making into a new vessel, so can God deal with a nation 
which fails to fulfil His purpose. 

Or 

Jeremiah 22, 1-19 :—After introductory words of hope 
and warning, this passage gives us an oracle on Shallum, 
who had been chosen King by the people to succeed his 
father Josiah, but was unacceptable to the Pharaoh Necho, 
King of Egypt, in whose power Judah now lay. Necho 
deposed him and sent him into exile after a reign of only 
three months. This oracle is followed by a condemnation 
of Shallum’s brother and successor, Jehoiakim, who is 
contrasted, very unfavourably, with his father. 


St. John 8, 31-end :—In this passage we seem to have the 
echoes of controversies with Jews. The underlying idea 
is that those who are sincere, and whose vision is not 
distorted by wilful sin, can recognize God’s truth. 

Or 

Ephesians 6, 10-end :—This passage brings to a close the 
Epistle in which St. Paul’s conceptions of the risen Christ 
and of the Church as His Body maintain their highest 
level, without descending into the arena of controversy. 
It is most fitting that the Epistle should finally leave us 
with the picture of the Christian as the soldier of Christ 
clad in the whole armour of God. 
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THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Morning. 

Jeremiah 26 :—This chapter illustrates the opposition 
with which Jeremiah had to contend. Standing in the 
Temple, he warns the assembled people that unless they 
repent, the sanctuary will be destroyed, as the earlier 
sanctuary at Shiloh had been destroyed long ago. The 
priests and their allies among the prophets were highly 
indignant, and would have procured Jeremiah’s death if 
he had not been protected by powerful friends. Another 
prophet, Uriah, who came forward with the same message, 
was pursued to Egypt and actually slain. 


St. Luke 12, 1-34 :—Some memorable sayings of our 
Lord brought together by St. Luke : against too much 
attention to the mere outward appearance of things, against 
covetousness, against worry. 

Or 

I Peter 1 , 22 — 2, 10 :—-This passage continues the first 
lesson of last Sunday morning. It seems to be addressed 
especially to the newly-baptized. They had formerly been 
pagans, but are now created a new race in Christ and con¬ 
secrated to a priesthood of service for God in the world. 
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THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

Jeremiah 30, 1-3, 10-22 :—Jerusalem has fallen, but 
though God’s people cannot heal their own wounds, God 
Himself will intervene and restore them to health. 

Or 

Jeremiah 31, 1-20 :—Jeremiah is perhaps living at 
Mizpah, just inside the territory of what had been the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel till its overthrow by Assyria 
more than a hundred years previously. It is this kingdom 
that is referred to in this chapter under the name of Ephraim. 
Rachel, the ancestress of Ephraim, is represented as weep¬ 
ing over the fate of her children. She is to be comforted, 
for Ephraim has repented and shall be restored. 


St. John 13 :—Christ’s love contrasted with the treachery 
of Judas. To wash the feet was regarded as the typical 
work of slaves. 

Or 

I John 1, 1—2, 11 :—The subject of this beautiful 
Epistle, which comes to us from the writer of the Fourth 
Gospel, is Fellowship in the Life Eternal. This fellowship 
has been made possible through the supreme manifestation 
of God in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Morning. 

Jeremiah 31, 23-37 :—This passage begins with a promise 
of restoration for the Southern Kingdom of Judah, when it 
will be made plain that God deals not merely with nations 
as a whole, but with individuals. All shall know Him by 
the personal inward knowledge of the heart. 


St. Luke 12, 35-end :—This passage opens with a fine 
picture of preparedness. The first four verses of it are read 
as the Gospel by the newly-ordained deacon at the Ordina¬ 
tion service. All Christ’s servants must be prepared at any 
moment for His coming, and His coming takes many forms. 

Or 

I Peter 2, 11—3, 7 :—The address to the newly-baptized 
is here continued. We must picture them as adults con¬ 
verted from heathenism and including people of all sorts,— 
slaves, married women, fathers of families, and so forth. 
All are encouraged to face alike the responsibilities of their 
new life as Christians and the hostility of the outside world. 
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THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

Jeremiah 35 :—The Rechabites, who, out of loyalty to 
their ancestors, persisted in the simpler life of a desert 
tribe, dwelling in tents and refusing to drink wine, had been 
driven by the unsettlement of the country to take refuge in 
Jerusalem. Jeremiah holds them up as a model of fidelity. 

Or 

Jeremiah 36 :—This chapter describes how Jeremiah, 
who himself was, for some reason, unable to enter the 
Temple, dictated his message to Baruch, his friend and 
secretary. Baruch read it, first to the people and then to 
the princes. It was finally read to the king, who with 
his own hands destroyed the roll on which it was written. 
Jeremiah then had the same message written out on another 
roll, and added an oracle pronouncing the fate of the king. 


St. John 14 :—Christ prepares His disciples for the with¬ 
drawal of His physical presence, and promises them His 
spiritual presence and His peace. 

Or 

I John 2, 12-end :—Here St. John tells us that religion, 
whether for the young or for the old, means a life of which 
the motive power is derived, not from any kind of worldli¬ 
ness, but from the love of God. St. John himself is an old 
man, and he feels that he is nearing a last hour (the Greek 
has “ a ” not “the”). A last hour it certainly was : his 
last and the last of the first great creative age of the Church. 
And with gentle earnestness he exhorts his readers to be 
on their guard against error and to abide by the truth. 
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THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Morning. 

Ezekiel 2 :—Ezekiel was a priest torn away from the 
Temple at the first captivity of 597 b.c. In spite of the 
calamities that had come upon them, the Jews were still 
rebels against God, and Ezekiel’s first message unsparingly 
describes them as such. 


St. Luke 13 :—The opening theme of this chapter carries on 
the thought of divine judgment dominant in the previous 
chapter. We are then led on by various incidents and 
parables to the reply of Jesus when informed of Herod’s 
designs and to His lament over Jerusalem. 

Or 

I Peter 3, 8—4, 6 :—This passage deals with the new life 
of love and courage which the Christian convert is called 
to live in the midst of a hostile world. The passage in¬ 
cludes a reference to an idea which laid hold of the imagina¬ 
tion of the early Church, viz. that in the interval between 
His death and resurrection our Lord went to Hades, and 
there preached to the spirits of those who lived in Noah’s 
time before the flood. 
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THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

Ezekiel 3, 4-21 :—This passage continues the first lesson 
of this morning. Ezekiel is entrusted with a bitter message 
of warning to the wicked; and, strengthened by the Spirit 
of God, he will be enabled to deliver it. 

Or 

Ezekiel 13, 1-16 :—A denunciation of the false prophets 
who encourage the people with vain hopes. 


St. John 15 :—The living union between Christ and His 
disciples is illustrated by the allegory of the vine and its 
branches; and the results of that union are further de¬ 
scribed. Perhaps the comparison was suggested by the 
great golden vine which was carved over the entrance to 
the Temple. 

Or 

I John 3 :—The wonderful love of God in making us 
His children : sin is out of character with our position as 
such, especially the sin of hatred. The presence of love in 
our hearts gives us assurance and confidence towards God. 


L 
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THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Morning. 

Ezekiel 14 :—Ezekiel the prophet is consulted in Babylon 
by certain idolaters. He gives them a solemn warning 
“ Put away your idolatries or look for the judgment of 
God ” ; and then he forecasts the impending destruction of 
Jerusalem, from which only a remnant shall escape. 


St. Luke 14, 1-24 A meal in a Pharisee’s house is the 
setting for certain sayings of our Lord, all of which have in 
common the theme of a feast. 

Or 

I Peter 4, 7—5, 11 In this passage we pass from the 
first section of this most interesting early Christian docu¬ 
ment to the second. The break occurs after the doxology 
and “ Amen ” of verse 11. Hitherto the writer has been 
dealing with the general principles of the Christian life . 
he now addresses himself to the situation of the moment. 
A “ fiery trial ” has to be faced. The Christians must first 
make quite sure that their own lives are such as never to 
give the magistrate just cause for penal action, and then 
stand firm. And in the hour of crisis special responsibility 
rests on their leaders, the elders. 
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THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

Ezekiel 18, 1-4, 19-end :—The Jews were greatly de¬ 
pressed on account of the Captivity, and were inclined to 
say that it was all the fault of their fathers, and that nothing 
they could do would be of any use. The prophet tells them 
that, on the contrary, God will deal with them as in¬ 
dividuals. Each must amend his ways, and then each 
shall live. 

Or 

Ezekiel 33, 1—20 :—After the final capture of Jerusalem 
by the Babylonians, Ezekiel turns from the combating of 
delusion to the combating of despair. As a prophet it had 
been his duty to warn the people of the danger that was 
coming. Now it is for him to awaken them from the stupor 
of hopelessness. They are not irrevocably ruined by what 
has happened : God would have all men turn to Him and 
live. 


John 16 .* Our Lord comforts His disciples in view 
of His impending departure from them. He promises that 
the Divine Spirit shall continue and carry forward the work 
He Himself has begun. 

Or 

I John 4:—St. John has just pointed out that a 
Christian’s assurance rests on two things : faith in Jesus 
the Son of God, and mutual love such as He enjoined. 
The first part of this chapter (verses 1-6) deals with the 
first of these foundation principles (Faith), and the latter 
part (verses 7-21) with the second (Love). 
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THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY. 

Morning. 

Ezekiel 34, 1-16 :—The prophet denounces the shepherds, 
i.e. the responsible rulers, of Israel; and promises that in 
the future God Himself will look after His flock. 


St. Luke 14, 25—15,10 :—The conditions of disciplesliip. 
The first saying is obviously not meant to be taken with 
unintelligent literalness. Two parables follow illustrating 
God’s welcome for the penitent. 

Or 

II Peter 1 :—It is now generally agreed that this Epistle 
was written in the name of St. Peter and not actually by 
him. This chapter sets forth the Christian life as one of 
joyous and continual progress, requiring constant effort on 
the part of those who lead it. 


9 
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THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY. 

Evening. 

Ezekiel 34, 17-end :—The first lesson of this morning 
is here continued : the prophet passes on to the judgment 
to be enacted upon the flock, i.e. upon the people of Israel. 
Those who have thriven by selfishness will be eliminated, 
for a Messianic king of David’s line shall be shepherd over 
$ the flock, and an age of peace and blessedness will ensue. 

Or 

Ezekiel 37,15-end :—The prophet is directed to represent, 
by a symbolic act, the restoration of the exiles of the long- 
divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah, and their reunion 
under a Messianic king of the house of David. 


St. John 17 :—The Lord’s High-priestly Prayer : for 
Himself (vv. 1-8), for His disciples (vv. 9-19), and for the 
ever-widening circle of those who through their witness 
shall be led to believe (vv. 20-25). 

Or 

I John 5 :—The victory of faith : a threefold testimony : 
a threefold certainty. 
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THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Morning. 

Proverbs 1 , 20-end :—The voice of Wisdom denouncing 
those who refuse to learn. True Wisdom is practical: 
it puts God first, and then makes the most and best of what 
life offers. 

Or 

I Maccabees 2, 1-28 :—The first book of Maccabees, 
written probably in the first half of the first century b.c., 
gives a trustworthy account of the Jews’ struggle for 
freedom in consequence of the attempt of Antiochus IV 
to transform their religion into a religion of the Hellenistic 
type. This chapter gives the story of the outbreak of the 
revolt. 


St. Luke 16 :—Two parables : the first, that of the astute 
bailiff, illustrates our Lord’s saying “ Be ye wise as serpents.” 
The bailiff is as unattractive as any serpent, but none the 
less serves as a model of foresight. The second parable, the 
parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus , takes for granted the 
current Jewish conception of life beyond the grave and 
teaches more lesson than one. 

Or 

I Corinthians 1, 1-25 :—This Epistle was written about 
the year a.d. 55 towards the end of St. Paul’s long stay at 
Ephesus on what we call his Third Missionary Journey. 
The Apostle had himself worked at Corinth for eighteen 
months not very long before, and now some Corinthian 
Christians had arrived at Ephesus and informed him, 
among other things, of the factions which divided their 
Church. 
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THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

Proverbs 2 :—Nothing is so well worth having as Wisdom. 
To those who are eager to learn, God will give the Wisdom 
that will keep them upright and save them from the fate of 
the wicked. 

Or 

Proverbs 3, 1-26 :—-The blessings which come to those 
who trust in God, pay attention to their duties, and attain 
Wisdom. 

Or 

I Maccabees 2, 29-48 The story of the revolt of the 
Jews from Antiochus IV is continued from this morning. 
Those who remained faithful to their religion fled into the 
uninhabited country in the south of Judaea. A large num¬ 
ber of them laid down their lives rather than offer resistance 
on the Sabbath Day; but Mattathais, the aged priest at 
the head of the insurgents, decided that, in the circum¬ 
stances, defensive warfare was justified on the Sabbath; 
and he and his friends organized raids against idolaters and 
apostates. 


St. John 9 In the story of the healing of the man born 
blind, our Lord is presented to us as the opener of men’s 
eyes. Incidentally we note the importance the Gospel 
attaches to personal, first-hand, experience. 

Or 

I Corinthians 13 :—One of the most beautiful and moving 
passages in all literature. St. Paul realizes that what the 
Christians at Corinth, with their enthusiasms, their thirst 
for knowledge, and their many problems of practical life, 
need most of all is the supreme gift of Caritas ; and Caritas 
is Love, with all the best and highest meaning that can be 
put into the word. 
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THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY. 

Morning. 

Proverbs 8, 1-21 :—The appeal of Wisdom. The first 
three verses introduce her, and the rest of the passage gives 
a statement of her present duties. 

Or 

I Maccabees 2, 49-end :—The dying charge of Mattathias, 
the first leader of the revolt against Antiochus IY. It 
breathes the heroic spirit in which the Jews embarked upon 
their struggle for religious freedom. 


St. Luke 17, 1-19 :—Four distinct sayings of our Lord, 
followed by an account of the healing of ten lepers given 
by St. Luke alone. 

Or 

I Corinthians 1, 26-2, endThe Corinthians were 
fond of disputing about Christian doctrine, and set too 
much store by mere intellectual cleverness. St. Paul here 
reminds them that in point of fact God’s call has come to 
simple people in much larger numbers than to the clever; 
and that the wisdom needed for a true grasp of the Gospel 
message is the wisdom bestowed by the Spirit of God. 
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THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY. 

Evening. 

Proverbs 8, 1 , 22-end :—The writer would have us all 
seek and pray for heavenly wisdom. This wisdom, which 
manifests itself in the right conduct of life, is the same 
wisdom which is exhibited in the wonders of Nature. In 
this great poetical passage Wisdom is personified, and 
speaks of the part she played in the creation of the world. 

Or 

Proverbs 9 :—The invitation of Wisdom at the beginning 
of the chapter (vv. 1-6) is contrasted with the invitation 
of Folly at the end (w. 13-18). Some stray proverbs 
(vv. 7—12) separate the two. 

Or 

I Maccabees 3, 1-26 :—This chapter opens with a poetical 
passage in praise of Judas surnamed Maccabseus, i.e. 
probably “ The Hammer ” (the idea being that Judas was 
“ the Hammer of the Lord ”). This is followed by an account 
of his first two victories. 


St. John 10 :—The beautiful allegory of the Good Shep¬ 
herd, followed by a short account of what our Lord said 
and did at the Feast of Dedication (which fell towards 
the end of December), and by the bare notice of a brief 
sojourn beyond Jordan. 

Or 

St. James 3 :—This chapter deals with the control of the 
tongue, and with the contrast between true wisdom and 
quarrelsome cleverness. 
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THE TWENTY-EIETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Morning. 

Proverbs 13 :—A series of contrasts : especially between 
the wise and righteous, and the foolish and wicked. 

Or 

I Maccabees 4, 1-25 :—Judas Maccabaeus defeats Gorgias, 
the general sent against the Jews insurgents, at Emmaus, 
about fourteen miles from Jerusalem. The battle took 
place in the year 165 b.c. 


St. Luke 22, 1-38 :—To-day and next Sunday we are 
to read St. Luke’s story of the Passion. He seems to be 
following the outline of St. Mark, but “ he paints the whole 
scene afresh,” and his narrative is marked by distinctive 
features of the greatest interest and value. 

Or 

I Corinthians 3 :—In this chapter St. Paul condemns 
the partisan spirit which is infecting the Church at Corinth. 
It is hindering the up-building of the Christian society 
which is to be a shrine for God’s indwelling. 
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THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Evening. 

Proverbs 14, 31—15, 17 :—An assortment of proverbial 
sayings, mostly on social and personal morality. 

Or 

Proverbs 16, 1-19 :—Wise sayings with regard to God’s 
control of human life, the proper functions of kings, and the 
value of wisdom and humility. 

Or 

I Maccabees 4, 26-35 :—Lysias, in command of a con¬ 
siderable force, attempts to crush the Jews who are fighting 
for religious liberty, but is signally defeated. This defeat 
made it possible for Judas and his men to set about the 
cleansing and re-dedicating of the Temple (164 b.c.). 


St. Luke 22, 39-end :—St. Luke’s story of the Passion 
continued from this morning. Here he gives us an account 
of our Lord’s agony in Gethsemane and of the proceedings 
of the Jewish court. These were probably “ of the nature 
of a preliminary inquiry as to what case would lie against 
Jesus before the Governor.” 


Or 

St. James 4 ;—Warnings against greed, disloyalty to God, 
fault-finding, and over-confidence. 
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THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Morning. 

Proverbs 23,15-end :—This selection of the sage’s maxims 
for young men concludes with a short poem on the effects 
of drunkenness. 

Or 

I Maccabees 4, 36-end :—The cleansing of the Temple 
and the great festival of Dedication on 25th December, 
164 b.c. This festival continued to be observed right 
down to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 
a.d. 70. 


St. Luke 23, 1-25 :—St. Luke’s story of the Passion, 
continued from last Sunday, brings us this morning to the 
trial of our Lord before Pilate and before Herod. Here, 
as elsewhere, St. Luke seems to have some special source of 
information connected with Herod’s court. 

Or 

Jude :—This epistle is an undated tract for perilous 
times. The chief danger that threatened seems to be the 
undermining of Christian morality. The Christians are 
exhorted to contend earnestly for the faith. The writer 
is stern and unbending, but here and there he gives us a 
jewelled sentence, and his doxology at the end is one of the 
most stately and magnificent of all doxologies. 
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THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
Evening. 

Proverbs 24, 23-end :—Further sayings of the wise, the 
most striking of them describing the effects of laziness. 

Or 

Proverbs 31, 10-end :—An acrostic poem in praise of the 
model wife and mother, the couplets beginning successively 
with the letters of the Hebrew alphabet. 

Or 

I Maccabees 14, 4-15 :—This is the last of the Sunday 
lessons taken from the first book of Maccabees. It gives 
us a glimpse of the prosperity of the Jewish people under 
Simon, the brother of Judas, who ruled from 141-134 b.c. 


St. Luke 23, 26-end :—St. Luke’s picture of the cruci¬ 
fixion. Our Lord’s sympathy with women, His love for 
the sinner, His trust in His Father’s providential care, stand 
out as He draws near death as they stood out all through 
His life. 


Or 


St. James 5 :—In this passage the writer deals with a 
variety of subjects : the offences of the rich, the need of 
brave endurance, the avoidance of swearing, the treatment 
of the sick, the power of prayer, the happiness of bringing 
back the erring. 
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SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT. 
Morning. 

Ecclesiastes 11 and 12 :—The Hebrew title of this 
fascinating book may be translated “ Lecturer .” The 
“ Lecturer ” wrote about 200 b.c. and wrote as a disillusioned 
man. 

“ Bubble of bubbles ! All things are a bubble ! 

What is the use of all man’s toil and trouble ? ” 

The best thing men and women can do is to live kindly and 
light-heartedly, making the most of simple pleasures as 
they come, till old age creeps on. Interspersed in this 
main theme, however, are aphorisms either by the writer 
himself, or by his editor, which strike a note more character¬ 
istic of Jewish piety. “ Fear God and keep His command¬ 
ments ; for this is the whole duty of man.” 


St. John 19, 13-end :—St. John’s story of the final 
condemnation, the crucifixion, and the burial of our Lord. 

Or 

Hebrews 11, 1-16 :—The readers to whom the Epistle 
to the Hebrews was originally addressed belonged probably 
to one of the Christian congregations at Rome. The 
writer wishes to help them to new courage and steadfast¬ 
ness. This great chapter illustrates the power of Faith 
from the history of ancient Israel; and Faith is defined as 
the assurance whereby we lay hold of things still in the 
future, the inward conviction about things which lie beyond 
the evidence of the senses. The contrast in tone between 
this lesson and the first is very marked. 
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SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT. 
Evening. 

Haggai 2, 1-9 :—The people who had returned from the 
Captivity had, with a great effort, rebuilt the Temple at 
Jerusalem. It was but a poor edifice compared with 
Solomon’s, and some were disappointed with it. Hence 
Haggai’s words of encouragement. 

Or 

Malachi 3 and 4 :—This lesson is specially appropriate 
for the evening of the Sunday next before Advent. The 
prophet, who evidently belongs to the age of Ezra and 
Nehemiah, lived in a time of depression and discontent. 
The expectations which the earlier prophets had aroused 
had not been fulfilled. The people are in danger of neglect¬ 
ing the ordinances of religion; and the prophet urges them 
to persevere, and holds out to them the prospect of a great 
day when the Lord will signally visit His people. 


St. John 20 :—St. John’s account of the appearances of 
Christ after His resurrection, followed by a short con¬ 
clusion (w. 30, 31) in which the purpose and method of the 
Gospel are explained. 

Or 

Hebrews 11, 17—12, 2 :—This continues from this morn¬ 
ing the lesson of the heroic past; and above all other 
inspiring examples which we are to keep before us stands 
that of our Lord, the Leader and Perfecter of faith. 

Or 

St. Luke 15, 11-end :—(Not a word is needed here.) 
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SAINT ANDREW’S DAY. 

(NOVEMBER 30.) 

First Evensong. 

Ecclesiasticus 14, 20-end :—This first lesson provides a 
kind of parallel to the second. As the man who seeks Wis¬ 
dom, when he has found her, lodges “ close to her house,” 
so St. Andrew following Christ with his friend is taken home 
by Him to abide “ with Him that day.” 


St. John 1, 35-42 :—St. Andrew becomes himself a 
disciple, and then brings his brother to Jesus. 

Mattins. 

Zechariah 8, 20-cnd :—We think of St. Andrew as a man 
who brought others to our Lord, and this short prophecy 
looks forward to the time when people will encourage one 
another “ to seek the Lord of Hosts.” 


St. John 12, 20-32 :—St. Andrew and St. Philip tell Jesus 
of the desire of certain Greeks to see Him. So, eventually, 
will our Lord draw all men unto Himself. 

Second Evensong. 

Ezekiel 47, 1-12 :—This vision corresponds with the 
missionary character of St. Andrew’s Day. The fertilizing 
waters which issue from the temple vividly suggest the 
life-giving influences streaming from the Church of God to 
renew the face of the earth. 


I Corinthians 1, 18-end :—The first Christian mission¬ 
aries, like St. Andrew, were no orators : they simply pro¬ 
claimed Christ as the one Saviour of Jew and Greek alike. 
And this, St. Paul insists, is the most effective method of 
preaching the Gospel. 
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SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE. 
(DECEMBER 21.) 

First Evensong. 

II Samuel 15, 17-21 One of the great qualities of St. 
Thomas was Loyalty. Here we have a striking instance of 
loyalty from the Old Testament: Ittai’s faithfulness to 
David on the dark day when he fled from his son Absalom. 


St. John 11, 1-16 :—The first mention of St. Thomas in 
this Gospel. He fears the worst, but his loyalty remains 
unshaken. 

Mattins. 

Job 42, 1-6 :—Job’s agony of doubt is at an end. 


SL John 14, 1-7 :—St. Thomas wishes to keep strictly 
within the range of what he knows. He is assured that to 
know Christ is to know all—both the goal and the way. 

Second Evensong. 

Isaiah 35 :—This beautiful prophecy includes a special 
promise for doubters like St. Thomas : their fearful hearts 
shall be made strong and their way abundantly plain. 


I Peter 1 , 3-9 :—St. Thomas saw and believed. The 
Christians addressed in this marvellous little document 
love Christ without ever having seen Hum in the flesh. So, 
though in peril of persecution, they rejoice with joy unspeak¬ 
able and full of glory. 


M 
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THE CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL. 

(JANUARY 25.) 

First Evensong. 

Jeremiah 1, 4-10 :—The lessons for this evening have 
been chosen because it is the Eve of St. Paul’s Bay. The 
first lesson describes the call of the prophet Jeremiah. 
Like St. Paul, the prophet was deeply convinced that, 
even before his birth, God had marked him out for a special 
task. 


Acts 26, 1-23 :—The most finished speech in the New 
Testament: St. Paul’s defence before King Agrippa II. 
It includes a short account of his remarkable conversion. 

Mattins. 

Isaiah 49, 1-13 :—The prophet speaks of a servant of 
God with a mission not merely to the Jews, but also to the 
world at large. This naturally reminds us of St. Paul, the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles. 


Galatians 1, 11-end :—St. Paul explains the inwardness 
of his conversion. 


Second Evensong. 

Isaiah 45, 18-end :—The prophet proclaims that God’s 
purpose is the salvation of all mankind. This is in line 
with the teaching of St. Paul, who twice quotes v. 23 of this 
chapter. 


Philijppians 3, 1-14 :—This passage shows clearly what 
conversion meant to St. Paul. 
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THE PRESENTATION OP CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 
commonly called 

THE PURIFICATION OF SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN. 

(FEBRUARY 2.) 

First Evensong. 

Exodus 13, 11-16 :—According to the Mosaic law laid 
down in this passage, every first-born male, whether of 
man or beast, was regarded as belonging to God. Each 
must therefore either be offered in sacrifice or redeemed 
by another offering. It was in fulfilment of this law that 
Joseph and Mary brought the baby Jesus to the Temple. 


Galatians 4, 1-7 :—Here St. Paul declares that Christ’s 
being born under Law was part of the divine purpose : 
that we might be delivered by Him from the bondage of 
mere law into the liberty of the children of God. 

Mattins. 

I Samuel 1, 21-end :—An Old Testament parallel to the 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple. In both instances 
we see a life as yet in its infancy dedicated to the service of 
God. 


Hebrews 10, 1-10 :—The sacrifices required by the Mosaic 
law were but a foreshadowing of the one eternally valid 
offering of Christ. 


Second Evensong. 

Haggai 2, 1-9 :—The prophet Haggai encourages the 
Governor, the High Priest, and the people of Jerusalem, 
to rebuild the Temple, and promises that its glory in the 
future shall be greater than in the past. The choice of this 
passage this evening suggests that the Temple so rebuilt 
came to its highest honour when it received the infant 
Christ. 


Romans 12, 1-5 :—As Christ was presented in the Temple, 
io must Christians present themselves to God. 
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SAINT MATTHIAS’S DAY. 

(February 24.) 

First Evensong. 

Isaiah 22, 15-22 This is the Eve of St. Matthias, who 
filled the vacancy left by the fall of Judas. This first lesson 
suggests a distant parallel in the Old Testament: Shebna, 
the ostentatious prime minister, probably the leader of the 
opposition to the prophet Isaiah, is to be deposed and 
banished, and to be succeeded by Eliakim, who will be 
invested with full authority. 


St. John 15, 1-16 The beautiful allegory of the vine 
and its branches, representing Christ and those who are 
His. The branch which, like Judas, does not abide in the 
vine, is cast out. The last verse emphasizes Christ’s choice 
of His disciples, as does the story of the election of St. 
Matthias in Acts 1. 


Mattins. 

I Samuel 2, 27-35 :—Another instance from the Old 
Testament of the faithful succeeding to an office vacated 
by the unfaithful. 


St. Matthew 7, 15-27 The rejection of the man who is 
a disciple only in appearance. 

Second Evensong. 

I Samuel 16, 1-13 :—The rejection of Saul and the choice 
of David. God looks at the heart. 


Acts 20, 17-35 St. Paul’s speech at Miletus outlines 
the life and work of a true Apostle. 
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THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY. 

(march 25.) 

First Evensong. 

Genesis. 3, 1-15 :—The ancient Hebrew story of a fall 
of mankind from innocence has many points of contact 
with a similar Babylonian folk story. It is read to-day 
because of the last verse (v. 15), which the early Church 
applied to Christ’s victory over the power of evil. 


Romans 5, 12-21 :—A comparison between the conse¬ 
quences of the sin of Adam and the effects of the redeeming 
work of Christ. 

Mattins. 

Isaiah 52, 7-12 :—The joy of the good tidings brought 
by the herald of salvation. 


Hebrews 2, 5—end :—Jesus assumed not the nature of 
angels, but the nature of men. He iS was made very man 
of the substance of the Virgin Mary his mother.” 

Second Evensong. 

I Samuel 2, 1-11 :—The thanksgiving song of Hannah 
when she dedicated her little son to the service of God in 
the Temple. This song must have suggested the form and 
even some of the clauses of the Magnificat. 


St. Matthew 1, 18-23 :—This passage has been described 
as the Annunciation to St. Joseph, conveyed to him, like 
the Annunciation to St. Mary, by an angel. 
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SAINT MARK’S DAY. 

(APRIL 25.) 

First Evensong. 

Ezekiel 1 :—The prophet’s vision of the majesty and 
mystery of God appears to have followed his experience 
of a hurricane on the banks of the Euphrates. The four 
living creatures which he describes have been adopted in 
Christian art as symbols of the four Evangelists ; the idea, 
presumably, being that the four creatures represent four 
attributes of God and the four gospels four aspects of the 
divine nature manifested in Christ. The lion-faced figure 
stands for St. Mark. 


Acts 12, 25—13, 13 :—St. Barnabas and St. Paul have 
St. Mark with them as their attendant on their missionary 
journey. 

Mattins. 

Ecclesiasticus 51, 13-end :—A poem describing how the 
writer as a young man sought for wisdom. 


Acts 15, 35-end :—St. Paul is unwilling to take St. Mark 
on another missionary journey. 

Second Evensong. 

Isaiah 62, 6-end :—Good news for Zion : her salvation 
is coming—a message appropriate to the festival of an 
Evangelist. 


II Timothy 4, 1-11 :—This passage bears witness that the 
breach between St. Paul and St. Mark, described in the 
second lesson this morning, was afterwards healed. 
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SAINT PHILIP AND SAINT JAMES’S DAY. 
(may 1.) 

First Evensong. 

Proverbs 4, 10-18 :—The theme of the Collect for St. 
Philip and St. James’s Day is “ the way that leadeth to 
eternal life.” This passage speaks of “ the way of Wisdom ” 
and contrasts it with “ the path of the wicked.” 


St. John 1, 43-end :—The call of St. Philip. St. Philip 
brings Nathanael. 


Mattins. 

Job 23, 1-12 :—The cry of Job in his anguish anticipates 
St. Philip’s request as recorded in the Gospel for to-day : 
“ Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us.” 


St. John 6, 1-14 :—A story which incidentally illustrates 
St. Philip’s practical way of looking at things. 

Second Evensong. 

Isaiah 30, 15-21 :—The prophet urges his hearers to 
trust in God and look for His guidance. 


St. John 17, 1-8 :—The first of the three sections of the 
Lord’s High-Priestly Prayer. He pleads the accomplish¬ 
ment of His appointed work for those to whom He has 
brought the knowledge of God. 
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SAINT BARNABAS THE APOSTLE. 

(JUNE 11.) 

Eibst Evensong. 

Job 29, 11-16 :—The kindness and liberality of Job may 
remind us of the character of St. Barnabas, whom we 
commemorate to-morrow. 


Acts 4, 32-end :—St. Barnabas is first introduced to us 
in the Acts as a shining example of the readiness with 
which the earliest Christians in Jerusalem shared their 
possessions. 


Mattins. 

Jeremiah 9, 23-24 :—A prophetic sentence appropriate 
to St. Barnabas’s day : the knowledge of God is man’s 
highest good; and to know God is to delight in justice and 
kindness. 


Acts 9, 26-31 :—St. Barnabas allays the suspicions of 
the disciples with regard to St. Paul, their former persecutor, 
but now himself a convert. 

Second Evensong. 

Isaiah 42, 5-12 :—God’s servant as a missionary to the 
Gentiles. The special mention of the isles, i.e. of the 
islands and coastlands of the Eastern Mediterranean, is 
appropriate to the day : for Cyprus was the home of St. 
Barnabas, and that island and the coast of Asia Minor were 
the scene of his labours. 


Acts 14, 8-end :—St. Barnabas as the colleague of St. 
Paul on a missionary journey to Lystra and back. 
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SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST’S HAY. 

(JUNE 24.) 

First Evensong. 

Malachi 3, 1-6 :—The prophet announces the sending 
of a messenger who shall prepare the way for God’s coming 
to judge and purify His people. In the Gospels the 
opening words of the prophecy are applied to St. John the 
Baptist. 


St. Luke 1 , 5-23:—The annunciation to Zacharias of 
the birth of a son whose mission will be to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord. 

Mattins. 

Ecclesiasticus 48, 1-10 :—In praise of Elijah the prophet, 
from the earliest times regarded by the Church as the Old 
Testament counterpart to St. John the Baptist. 


St. Luke 3, 1-20 :—A short description of St. John the 
Baptist, with samples of his preaching. 

Second Evensong. 

Malachi 4 :—The prophet looks forward to the appear¬ 
ance of the great reformer, Elijah, to prepare for the day 
on which God will come in judgment. 


St. Matthew 11 , 2-19 :—Our Lord’s estimate of the work 
and character of St. John the Baptist, in whose mission He 
recognizes the predicted coming of Elijah. 
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SAINT PETER’S DAY. 

(JUNE 29.) 

First Evensong. 

Ezekiel 2, 1-7 :—The prophet sent to the children of 
Israel may be compared with St. Peter, who, in contrast 
to St. Paul, “ the apostle of the Gentiles,” is spoken of in 
the New Testament as an apostle “ of the circumcision ”— 
that is, of course, of the Jews. 


Acts 3 :—The healing of the lame man at the Beautiful 
Gate of the Temple, followed by a convincing speech by 
St. Peter. 

Mattins. 

Ezekiel 3, 4-11 :—The prophet is warned that he will 
find the children of Israel rebellious and of a stiff heart. 
So in New Testament times, the Jews—with whom chiefly 
St. Peter’s mission lay—proved less ready to receive the 
Gospel message than the Gentiles. 


Acts 11, 1-18 :—St. Peter defends his action in baptizing 
the Gentile Cornelius. He shows that the divine guidance 
was such that he could not do otherwise. The Church is 
convinced and glad. 

Second Evensong. 

Ezekiel 34, 11-16 :—This description of the Lord’s people 
as sheep to be shepherded prepares us for the second lesson. 


St. John 21, 15-22 :—Our Lord’s last words to St. Peter. 
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SAINT MARY MAGDALEN. 

(JULY 22.) 

First Evensong. 

Proverbs 31, 10-end :— The ideal wife : a poem of twenty- 
two verses beginning with the twenty-two letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet. This lesson is chosen, presumably, 
because St. Mary Magdalen, whom we commemorate to¬ 
morrow, is the only woman’s name besides St. Mary the 
Virgin’s in the revised English Calendar of Greater Feasts ; 
and also because she was one of the women who ministered 
to our Lord of their substance. 


St. Luke 8, 1-3 :—The women friends who provided for 
the needs of our Lord and His twelve disciples. 

Mattins. 

Isaiah 52, 7-10 :—The happiness of bringing good tidings. 


St. John 20, 1-10 :—According to this lesson, St. Mary 
Magdalen was the first to bring the tidings of the 
Resurrection. 


Second Evensong. 

Zephaniah 3, 14-end :—In jubilant tones the prophet 
proclaims the restoration of the gracious presence of the 
Lord. 


St. Mark 15, 40—16, 7 :—The earliest account of the 
discovery of the empty tomb by St. Mary Magdalen and 
her friends, who are commanded to go and tell the news. 
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SAINT JAMES THE APOSTLE. 

(JULY 25.) 

First Evensong. 

II Kings 1, 1-15 :—The Old Testament incident to 
which St. James and St. John allude in the second lesson. 


St. Luke 9, 46-56 :—St. James and St. John live up to 
their surname—Boanerges, “ sons of thunder.” 

Mattins. 

Jeremiah 45 :—The prophet warns his faithful scribe 
against selfish personal aims in a time of general distress. 
This gives us an Old Testament parallel to our Lord’s 
rebuke of the ambition of St. James and his brother, the 
sons of Zebedee. 


St. Mark 1, 14-20 :—The story from the earliest of the 
Gospels, of the call of the first four disciples, of whom St. 
James and his brother form the second pair. 

Second Evensong. 

Jeremiah 26, 1-15 :—The prophet Jeremiah narrowly 
escapes the fate of St. James, who was the first of the 
Apostles to suffer martyrdom. 


St. Mark 5, 21-end :—The narrative of the raising of 
Jairus’s daughter, chosen as illustrating the privileged 
position of the three leading apostles, Peter, James and John. 
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THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD. 
(august 6.) 

First Evensong. 

Exodus 24, 12-end :—To-morrow we commemorate the 
Transfiguration of our Lord. The Old Testament lessons 
will naturally refer to Moses and Elijah, who are mentioned 
in the second lesson this evening as appearing with Him 
then. This lesson records the revelation of God to Moses 
on Mount Sinai in a cloud of glory. 


St. LuJce 9, 28-45 :—St. Luke’s narrative of the Trans¬ 
figuration and its sequel. 


Mattins. 

Exodus 34, 29-end :—This lesson continues the record 
begun in the first lesson last evening of the revelation of 
God granted to Moses. The glory on the face of Moses 
derived from communion with God is the basis of the 
allegorical teaching of St. Paul which follows in the second 
lesson. 


II Corinthians 3 :—“ Those who abide incessantly in 
the presence of the Lord are gradually but surely trans¬ 
formed into the same image.” Thus the Transfiguration 
of Christ is an experience which is, in a measure, to be 
shared by His followers. 

Second Evensong. 

I Kings 19, 1-16 :—August 6 is the day on which we 
think especially of the Transfiguration of our Lord. We 
read both lessons this evening with that vision of encourage¬ 
ment in mind. The first recounts a revelation of encourage¬ 
ment given long before to the prophet Elijah on Mount 
Horeb. 


II Peter 1,12-end This passage dwells on the evidence 
afforded by the Transfiguration of the majesty of our Lord. 
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SAINT BARTHOLOMEW’S DAY. 

(august 24.) 

First Evensong. 

Genesis 28, 10-17 :—This description of Jacob’s vision 
at Bethel is read as the first lesson this evening because of 
the allusion to it in the second. 


St. John 1, 43-end :—The call of Nathanael. The choice 
of this lesson assumes that Nathanael is to be identified 
with St. Bartholomew. The latter name actually occurs 
only in the lists of the Twelve. 

Mattins. 

Ecclesiasticus 39, 1-10 :—In the narrative of the call of 
Nathanael in the first chapter of St. John’s Gospel it is 
implied that he was familiar with the law and the prophets. 
This fine passage in Ecclesiasticus describes the ideal life 
of the scholar, in contrast with that of manual workers, a 
sympathetic account of which has been given in the pre¬ 
ceding chapter. 


St. Matthew 10, 1-15 :—The first part of our Lord’s 
charge to the twelve Apostles. All we know for certain 
about St. Bartholomew is that he was one of the Twelve. 

Second Evensong. 

Deuteronomy 18, 15—19 :—Here Moses seems to be promis¬ 
ing a succession of prophets like himself, but the passage 
was understood by the Jews of our Lord’s time as pre¬ 
dicting the coming of a special prophet who was to be a 
second Moses. We gather from St. John’s Gospel that 
such an expectation was in the mind of Nathanael and his 
friend St. Philip. 


St. Matthew 10, 16-22 :—The remainder of our Lord’s 
charge to the Twelve, the first part of which was read this 
morning. 





( 183 ) 

SAINT MATTHEW THE APOSTLE. 

(SEPTEMBER 21.) 

First Evensong. 

I Kings 19,15-end :—To-night is the Eve of St. Matthew, 
who left the Customs House to follow Christ. This lesson 
gives us a similar instance from the Old Testament of 
immediate obedience to a call to higher duty. 


St. Matthew 6, 19-end :—In the service of Christ, St. 
Matthew abandoned what was regarded as a money¬ 
making business. This passage reminds the Christian 
that he should not be over-anxious about material things. 

Mattins. 

Proverbs 3, 1-18 :—The secret of true prosperity is to 
keep God’s commandments and to get wisdom. 


St. Matthew 19, 16-end :—The story of the rich young 
man who, unlike St. Matthew, refused to make the re¬ 
nunciation required by Christ. 

Second Evensong. 

I Chronicles 29, 9-17 :—The ready and generous response 
of the people to David’s appeal for the building of the 
Temple. David presents their offerings with a prayer of 
thanksgiving. 


I Timothy 6, 6-19 :—The danger of wealth and the right 
use of it. We have in mind St. Matthew’s renunciation 
of a lucrative position. 
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SAINT MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS. 
(SEPTEMBER 29.) 

First Evensong. 

Ezekiel 10, 8-end :—Ezekiel’s vision of mysterious angelic 
beings, called cherubim. 


Revelation 5 :—In St. John’s vision of heaven he sees a 
sealed roll containing the secrets of the future which 
only Christ can open. When, in the guise of a Lamb, 
He takes the roll He is adored by the angels and by all 
creation. 


Mattins. 

II Kings 6, 8-17 :— cc A momentary disclosure of the 
invisible angelic hosts which protect the servant of God.” 


Acts 12, 1-11 :—A dramatic story of escape from prison. 
God provides a deliverer for St. Peter. 

Second Evensong. 

Daniel 10, 4-end :—A vision of guardian-angels, Michael 
being the guardian-angel of the Jews. 


St. Matthew 13, 24-30, 36-43 :—The parable of the Tares 
and its interpretation, in which mention is made of the 
angels as God’s agents of judgment. 





( 185 ) 

SAINT LUKE’S BAY. 

(OCTOBER 18.) 

First Evensong. 

Isaiah 55 :—To-morrow is St. Luke’s Bay, and this 
lesson has been chosen as it sets forth the abundance of 
God’s forgiveness and grace, which is one of the main 
themes of St. Luke’s Gospel. 

St. Luke 1, 1-4 :—This preface, which is composed with 
great literary skill, is best regarded as a preface to St. 
Luke’s whole work, of which the first volume is the Gospel 
and the second volume is the Acts of the Apostles. It 
describes the sources which he used, and his method and 
purpose in writing. 

Mattins. 

Isaiah 61, 1-6 :—This passage has been chosen because 
it is St. Luke’s Bay. The first two verses of it are quoted 
in St. Luke’s Gospel (4, 18-19) in the lesson from the 
Prophets read by our Lord in the synagogue at Nazareth; 
and St. Luke evidently regards them as affording a striking 
summary of our Lord’s ministry. 

Acts 16, 6-18 :—This passage marks the moment at 
which St. Luke became one of the travelling companions 
of St. Paul. 


Second Evensong. 

Ecclesiasticus 38, 1-14 :—According to the second lesson 
to-night, St. Luke was a physician : hence the choice of 
this passage from Ecclesiasticus. The author wrote about 
190 B.c., and by this time the Greek physician, in many 
respects truly scientific in his methods, had become a well- 
known figure in the nearer East. 


Colossians 4, 7-end :—St. Paul is writing from Rome, 
where he is awaiting trial, to the Christians living at 
Colossae, a small town in Asia Minor. The date is roughly 
a.d. 60. At the end of his letter the Apostle sends greetings 
from a few of his personal companions, among whom is 
St. Luke, the beloved 'physician. 

N 
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SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE, APOSTLES. 

(OCTOBER 28.) 

First Evensong. 

Isaiah 28, 9-16 :—The one true ground of confidence 
is the purpose of God. From this passage is derived the 
figure of the corner-stone used in the second lesson and in 
the Collect for the day. 


Ephesians 2, 11-end:—Gentiles and Jews alike are 
constituent parts of the Church, the spiritual temple that 
is being built, of which Christ’s apostles and prophets are 
the foundation, and He Himself the predicted corner-stone. 

Mattins. 

Ecclesiasticus 2 :—God’s service involves trials which 
must be endured with patience and fidelity. 


St. Luke 6, 12-23 :—The Call of the Twelve. St. Luke’s 
list includes the name of Jude—Judas the son of James. 
Their trials are to be faced with joy. 

Second Evensong. 

I Maccabees 2, 42-66 :—We read this lesson in honour 
of St. Simon who is called Simon Zelotes , the Zealot. This 
passage describes the rally of Hasidseans, i.e. “ godly men,” 
to Mattathias against their Greek persecutors. Mattathias 
in his dying speech incidently refers to the original meaning 
of the word Zealot —“ zealous for the Law.” 


Jude 17-end :—The last paragraphs of the little epistle 
by a namesake of St. Jude’s, not himself an Apostle. It is a 
tract for dangerous times, ending in one of the most stately 
and magnificent of all doxologies. 
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ALL SAINTS’ DAY. 

(November 1.) 

First Evensong. 

Wisdom 3, 1-9 :—This passage wonderfully expresses 
the confidence with which we may regard the state of the 
blessed dead. 


Hebrews 11, 32—12, 2 The long tale of the heroes of 
faith, most of whose names are unknown to history. We 
picture them rising, tier upon tier, around the arena in 
which they ran their race and in which we now run ours. 

Mattins. 

Wisdom 5, 1-16 :—In this passage the righteous and the 
wicked are represented as standing together on the Day 
of Account and witnessing each other’s fate. The wicked 
now see both themselves and the others as they have never 
been able to do before, and they are filled with remorse. 


Revelation 19, 6-10 :—The saints appear as a great re¬ 
joicing multitude, bidden to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb, by which the writer means the final union of Christ 
and His Church. 


Second Evensong. 

Ecclesiasticus 44, 1-15 :—This famous passage is written 
by a man who has no clear hope of life for the individual 
beyond the grave, but he attaches an extraordinary value 
to the reputation that a man leaves behind him. “ Take 
thought for the name,” he writes in another passage, “ for 
that it is that remaineth to thee, longer than thousands 
of goodly treasures. The good things of life are only for a 
tale of years; but the good name is for days untold ” 
(41,12,13). The memory of the great and good of the past 
is something to praise God for; but our hearts need the 
larger hope, the Christian hope, of the life of the world to come. 

Revelation 7, 9-end :—This vision of the great multitude 
of the saints in Heaven “ anticipates the final condition 
of redeemed humanity.” The Venerable Bede sums up 
the passage in the words of the second Beatitude : “ Blessed 
are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.” 
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SPECIAL OCCASIONS. 

DEDICATION FESTIVAL. 

I Chronicles 29 King David has made great prepara¬ 
tions for the building of the Temple. He now stirs the 
generosity of others and dedicates the nation s offering 
to God in a prayer of thanksgiving. (It might be better 
to end the lesson with the words “ worshipped the Lord 
v. 20.) 

Or 

I Kings 8, 54-62 The Temple has been completed, 
and King Solomon has just said the prayer of dedication 
in front of the altar. He now pronounces a benediction, 
and this is followed by the dedicatory sacrifice. 


Hebrews 10, 19-25All Christians are urged to take 
their part in the worshipping fellowship of the Church. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR HARVEST. 

Deuteronomy 8, 7-20 :—See Fifth Sunday after Easter, 
Evening. 

Or 

Deuteronomy 26, 1-11 :—This lesson gives an old Jewish 
regulation in connexion with the thanksgiving for the 
harvest. A basket containing an offering of first-fruits 
was to be presented year by year in the Temple, at a short 
service commemorating the mercy of God in delivering 
the nation from Egypt and giving it a good land and fruitful 
seasons. 

Or 

Deuteronomy 28,1-14:—In this lesson Moses is represented 
as addressing Israel. He tells the nation of the material 
blessings which will follow obedience to God’s commands. 


St. Mattheiv 13, 24-30 :—In this parable a field of corn 
is used to illustrate the fact that God allows the bad to 
mingle with the good, in His Church as elsewhere, until 
separation comes inevitably at last. 

Or 

St. John 4, 31-38 :—The ripening harvest in the fertile 
corn-land at the foot of Mount Gerizim is here taken as a 
symbol of fields of opportunity ready to be reaped in the 
service of God. 

Or 

St. John 6, 26-35 :—The passage which suggested the 
lines of the Harvest Hymn : 

Thou Who dost give us daily bread, 

Give us the Bread eternal. 

Or 

II Corinthians 9, 6-15 :—St. Paul has been writing to 
the Corinthians about their contribution to the poor at 
Jerusalem, and in bringing this section of his letter to a 
close he emphasizes the religious value of generosity and 
ends on a note of deep thankfulness to God. 
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Or 

Revelation 14, 14-18 :—St. John’s vision of the final 
ingathering of the fruits of this life. The vintage, repre¬ 
senting what is evil, is dealt with by an angel: the Son of 
Man Himself reaps the wheat-harvest of the true children 
of God. 
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ARMISTICE DAY. 

Micah 4, 1-5 :—The prophet looks forward to an era of 
universal peace, and “ reminds us that peace has its re¬ 
sponsibilities no less than war.” 

Or 

Wisdom 3, 1-5; 4, 7-11, 13, 14 :—The strongest founda¬ 
tion for the hope of immortality is trust in God; and as for 
life’s innings, it is its quality not its length that matters. 

Or 

I Maccabees 9, 3-22 :—The Syrian army moves against 
Judas Maccabaeus in overwhelming numbers. His own 
force dwindles to a mere handful, but he will risk one more 
fight for his religion and for his country. 


Romans 8 , 31-39 :—All creation, St. Paul has just said, 
yearns for the fulfilment of God’s purpose. And now the 
Apostle rises to the highest point of his argument: the 
love of God in Christ is so strong that it is bound to triumph 
in the end, and in the meanwhile no suffering, and no power 
in heaven or earth, can separate us from it. 

Or 

Ephesians 6, 10-20 :—The Apostle’s final injunction : 
you need power, he says, and you must find it in God; 
you must be armed with God’s armour—truth and justice, 
faith and prayer. 

Or 

Hebrews 11, 1, 2, 8-10, 23-27, 32-38, 12, l-2a In the 
roll-call of those who have made the great venture of faith 
there are too many names to count. It is our turn now. 
The writer pictures them eagerly watching us, and Christ 
Himself encouraging us. He is the Captain of loyal faith : 
“ He trod the path of faith before us and trod it perfectly 
to the end.” 

Or 

Revelation 21, 1-7 :—In his vision St. John sees the 
purpose of God at last fulfilled in a new order of things—. 
a new heaven and a new earth, 
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CHOIR FESTIVAL. 

II Chronicles 29, 25-31 :—The reforms credited by the 
Chronicler to King Hezekiah include the re-organization 
of the music of the Temple. This passage emphasizes 
the value of the work of the Temple musicians, attributing 
its origin to the influence of the prophets; and indicates 
a collection of Psalms under the names of David and Asaph 
as the hymn-book used. 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 50, 1-24:—A description of worship in the 
Temple in the time of the High Priest Simon the righteous, 
about 200 b.c., in which an important part is played by the 
Temple musicians and choir. 


Revelation 5 :—A vision of Christ, the Lamb of God, 
Who alone is worthy to open the sealed roll containing the 
secrets of the future, being worshipped by the Angels in 
their myriads and by all creation. 

Or 

Revelation 14, 1-3, 6, 7 :—A vision of the worship of 
heaven and the proclamation of an eternal gospel. 
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HOSPITAL SUNDAY. 

Ecclesiasticus 7, 10-15, 18, 33-36 :—Sound maxims 
from a Jewish sage who wrote about the beginning of 
the second century b.c. 

Or 

Ecclesiasticus 38, 1-14 :—This passage dates from about 
190 b.c., when the Greek physician, in many respects truly 
scientific in his methods, had become a well-known figure 
in the nearer East. It speaks of the honour due to the 
physician and of the way in which sickness should be met. 


St. Matthew 9, 1-14 :—The healing of the paralytic, 
body and soul, followed by a saying about a physician 
and the sick. 

Or 

Acts 28, 1-10 :—St. Luke, the physician, was with St. 
Paul when he was shipwrecked on the island of Malta. 
Perhaps he had some share in the healings which took 
place there. 



( 194 ) 

INDUSTRIAL SUNDAY. 

Isaiah 35 :—See Fourth Sunday after Advent, Evening. 

Or 

Isaiah 55 :—See Second Sunday after Easter, Morning. 

Or 

Isaiah 61 :—See January 30, Evening. 


St. Luke 10, 25-37 :—A parable answering the question 
“ Who is the neighbour whom I should love as myself ? ” 
The answer is “ Anyone in need whom I am in a position 
to help.” 

Or 

Romans 12 :—The true service of God means the use 
of the gifts which God has given to each for the good of 
all. 

Or 

Galatians 6, 1-10:—In this passage St. Paul sets forth 
“ the nature and requirements of the law of love.” 
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MISSIONARY FESTIVAL. 

Ruth 1, 1-19 :—The story of the loyalty and charming 
piety of Ruth the Moabitess implies a wider view than the 
uncompromising nationalism of later Judaism. 

Or 

Isaiah 6, 1-8 :—Before being commissioned as God’s 
messenger, Isaiah sees a vision of the divine glory and 
holiness, and is himself cleansed and prepared for service. 

Or 

Isaiah 19, 19-25 :—Egypt and Assyria are to be admitted 
to a footing of equality with Israel in a new Kingdom of 


Isaiah 49, 1-13 :—See January 5, Evening. 

Or 

Jonah 3 and 4 :—The book of Jonah represents an 
attempt in the third or fourth century b.c. to rouse the Jews 
to a sense of their responsibility towards the world outside. 
They had been entrusted with a mission to preach the know¬ 
ledge of God to the Gentiles, and hitherto they had shown 
themselves narrow and self-centred. The aim of this story 
of the reluctant and ruthless prophet is to shame them into 
a better mind. 


St. Matthew 28, 16-20 :—This great missionary com¬ 
mission forms “ the most inspiring close of any book in the 
world.” 

Or 

St. Luke 10, 1-20 :—The story of the sending out of the 
Seventy is peculiar to St. Luke, and illustrates his interest 
in the conversion of the Gentiles, for the number seventy , 
in Jewish symbolism, represents the nations of the world. 

Or 

Acts 13, 1-12 :—A description of the first official sending 
out of missionaries by the Church, followed by a short 
account of their early adventures. 
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Or 

Romans 10, 6-15 :—In this passage St. Paul again pro¬ 
claims the central truth of the Gospel : namely, that a 
right relation to God is to be attained through faith in Christ. 
This good news must be brought to all mankind that all 
may have the opportunity of believing. 

Or 

Romans 15, 1-21 :—St. Paul sets forth the Christian 
duty of helpfulness, and goes on to speak of the conversion 
of the Gentiles, and his own work as a pioneer missionary 
among them. 

Or 

Colossians 3, 1-11 :—All Christians share a new life in 
Christ without distinction of race or class. 

Or 


Revelation 21, 9-13, 21-27, 22, 1-5 :—In St. John’s 
vision the gates of the celestial city are open on every side, 
and people come in from every quarter. All the nations 
are welcome. 


( 197 ) 

MUNICIPAL SUNDAY. 

Isaiah 11, 1-9 :—The prophet pictures the happiness 
of the reign of the Messiah, the ideal ruler, God’s anointed 
King. The passage includes what has been called “ a 
mirror for magistrates,” and it ends with a poetic descrip¬ 
tion of the restoration of the harmony of creation which 
will accompany the regeneration of human society. 

Or 

Isaiah 33, 13-end :—In a few telling phrases the prophet 
sketches the type of character of which God approves. 
For such a man there is perfect security, a foretaste of the 
golden age of peace. 

Or 

Amos 5, 18-24 :—A rebuke addressed to those who 
thought they could win God’s favour merely by the per¬ 
formance of religious ceremonial. What God demands is 
not ritual, but justice, and because that is lacking, the 
day of the Lord, i.e. the day when God manifests His 
power, will bring punishment and not relief. 

Or 

Micah 6 :—See Twelfth Sunday after Trinity, Morning. 


Romans 13 :—St. Paul enjoins loyalty to lawfully con¬ 
stituted government, and reminds his readers again of 
Christ’s Great Law that we owe love to all men , and “ of the 
nearer approach of their final salvation.” 

Or 

I Peter 2, 11-17, 3, 8-9 :—An appeal for Christian conduct 
and respect for lawful authority. In order to grasp the full 
significance of these injunctions, we must remember that 
the Christian community addressed was already threatened 
by persecution from the Roman government. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FESTIVAL. 

I Samuel 3, 1-10 :—Samuel, the boy-priest, hears the 
call of God. 

Or 

I Samuel 16, 1-13 :—David, “ the stripling with beautiful 
eyes,” is anointed king by Samuel. 

Or 

Proverbs 4, 1-13 :—The sage offers his pupils some 
fatherly advice on the importance of getting wisdom and 
understanding. 

Or 

Isaiali 11, 1-9 :—The rule of the Messiah, God’s anointed 
king, will make the world safe for the children. 


St. Luke 2, 40-52 :—An incident in the boyhood of our 
Lord : the Temple as His Father’s house. 

Or 

St. Lithe 8, 40-56 :—St. Luke’s account of the healing 
of Jairus’s daughter brings out the thoughtfulness of our 
Lord for the little girl. 

Or 

Philippians 4, 4-9:—St. Paul exhorts his beloved 
Philippians to rejoice, to pray, and to stock the mind 
with elevating thoughts. 

Or 

II Timothy 3, 14—17 :—The knowledge of Holy Scripture 
is declared to be a great safeguard to the young and 
growing. 
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APPENDIX. 

SOME CRITICISMS AND SUGGESTIONS. 

The problem of making the best selection of passages of 
Scripture for reading in church on Sundays throughout the 
year is necessarily a difficult one, and it will be readily 
admitted that the New Lectionary is, on the whole, much 
more successful in dealing with it than the Old. But it is 
still possible to suggest some improvements. 

1. A few of the lessons chosen are not very suitable for 
public reading. Joshua 5, 13-6, 20 (First Sunday after 
Trinity, Evening), Judges 4 (Second Sunday after Trinity, 
Morning), I Samuel 15, 1-31 (Fourth Sunday after Trinity, 
Evening), and I Kings 13, 1-22 (Eighth Sunday after 
Trinity, Evening), for example, are surely very unedifying 
when read to a general congregation without considerable 
explanation : Ezekiel 10, 8-end (St. Michael, Evening, 1) is 
almost incomprehensible: the story given in Genesis 39,1-21 
(Third Sunday in Lent, Evening) does not lend itself to 
reading aloud in church: and the story of the Manna, 
Exodus 16, 2-15 (Second Sunday after Easter, Morning), 
if read for a special reason on the Thursday in Holy Week, 
need not appear again. 

2. On the other hand, there are attractive passages which 
are never read on Sundays. Nehemiah 8,1-12, Galatians 6, 
are notable examples. A number of others may be suggested, 
such as : Genesis 48, 50, 14-26; Nehemiah 4; Ecclesiastes 
5, St. Luke 2, 40-52, Acts 19, 23-41, 21, 1-16, 24, Romans 
10. II Thessalonians is never read in church on Sundays 
at all, but 2, 13—3, 18 would form a very suitable lesson. 

3. Such passages as these being available, it is difficult 
to see why some others ( e.g . James 3, 4, 5), are repeated 
twice, and Ephesians 1 three times. 

4. The choice of passages for particular days is generally 
very appropriate, but Wisdom 5, 1-16, appointed for the 
morning of All Saints’ Day, is mostly about the wicked; 
and the selection of Proverbs 31, 10-31, describing the 
ideal wife and mother, for St. Mary Magdalen (Evening, 1) 
is rather odd. 

5. It is sometimes a little difficult to decide where exactly 
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a particular lesson should begin and end. Here the Revised 
Lectionary is generally very successful. But instances 
can be quoted which are worthy of reconsideration. For 
example, the lesson for the morning of the Third Sunday 
in Advent (Isaiah 25, 1-9) might stop at verse 8: verse 9 
seems to begin a new section. The lesson for the morning 
of the Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity (St. Luke 11, 1-28) 
might stop at verse 26. On the other hand, why should not 
the passage from Ecclesiasticus (34, 13-end), chosen for the 
evening of the Fourth Sunday in Lent, begin at verse 9 ? 
And would it not be better if the lesson for the evening of 
Ash Wednesday (Hebrews 3, 12—4, 13) were continued to 
the end of verse 16 ? 

For a general account of the principles underlying the 
Revised Lectionary, reference should be made to the 
pamphlet published by a late Bishop of Ely, Dr. F. H. 
Chase, who was Chairman of the Committee which drew 
up the Lectionary, The New Lectionary (S.P.C.K., 1922); 
also to Dr. Eugene Stock’s Notes on the New Lectionary 
(S.P.C.K., 1919) and to a short article on “ The Lectionary ” 
by Dr. W. K. Lowther Clarke in Liturgy and Worship 
(S.P.C.K., 1932). 


INDEX I 


Genesis 


Deuteronomy 


1, 1-2, 3; Sept. (M.), 58 

2, 4-end; Sept. (E.), 59 
3; Sex. (M.), GO 

3, 1-15; Annunc. (E.l), 173 

4, 1-10; St. Stephen (M.), 28 
6, 5-end; Sex. (E.), 61 

8, 15-9, 17; Sex. (E.), G1 

12.1- 8; Quin. (M.), G2 
13; Quin. (E.), G3 

15, 1-18; Quin. (E.), G3 
17, 1-13; Circumc. (M.), 37 
18; L. 1 (M.), 66 

21, 1-21; L. 1 (E.), 67 

22, 1-18; Good Fri. (XT.), 81 
22, 1-19; L. 1 (E.), 67 

27, 1-10; L. 2 (M.), 68 

28, 10-17; St. Bartholomew (E.l), 182 
28, 10-«nd; L. 2 (E.), 69 

32, 3-30; L. 2 (E.), 69 
37; L. 3(M.), 70 

39; L. 3 (E.), 71 
42; L. 3 (E.), 71 
43; L. 4(M.), 72 

44, 1-45, 8; L. 4 (E.), 73 

45, 16-46, 7; L. 4 (E.), 73 

EXODUS 

2, 23-3 end; L. 5 (M.), 74 
4, 1-23; L. 6 (E.), 75 
4, 27-6, 1; L. 5 (E.), 75 
10, 21-11 end; Palm S. (K.), 7G 

12.1- 14; Easter S. (M.), 84 

13, 11-16; Presentation (E.l), 171 
14; Easter S. (E.), 85 

15, 1-18; Mon. in Easter Week (M.), 8G 

16, 2-15; Thure. in Holy Week (E.), 80 
16, 2-15; E. 2 (M.), 90 

24, 1-11; Thurs. in H. W. (M.), 80 
24, 12-end; Transfiguration (E.l), 181 
32; E. 2 (E.), 91 
33,7-end; E. 2 (E.), 91 

33, 9-19; St. John Evang. (M.), 29 

34, 1-10; Trinity S. (E.), 113 

34, 29-end; Transfiguration (M.), 181 

LEVITICUS 

26, 2-24; Wed. in Holy Week (E.), 79 
Numbers 


4, 1-24; E. 4 (M.), 94 
4, 25-40; E. 4 (E.), 95 
5; E. 4 (E.), 95 
6; E. 5(M.), 96 
7, 6-13; Rog. Mon. (M.), 98 
8; E. 5 (E.), 97 
10, 12-11, 1; E. 5 (E.), 97 
10, 12-11, 1; New Year’s Eve (E.), 36 
11,8-21; Rog. Mon. (E.), 98 
18, 15-19; St. Bartholomew (E.), 182 
26; S. after Ascension (M.), 102 
28, 1-14; Rog. Tues. (M.), 99 
30; Circumc. (E.), 37 
30; S. after Ascension (E.), 103 
34; S. after Ascension (E.), 103 


JOSHUA 

1; T. 1 (M.), 114 
5, 13-6, 20; T. 1 (E.), 115 
24; T. 1 (E.), 115 


JUDGES 

4; T. 2 (M.), 116 
5; T. 2 (M.), 116 
6, 33-7, 23; T. 2 (E.), 117 


RUTH 


1; T. 2 (E.), 117 

I Samuel 

1; T. 3 (M.), 118 

1, 21-end; Presentation (M.), 171 

2, 1-H; Annunc. (E.), 173 
2, 1-21; T. 3 (E.), 118 

2, 27-35; St. Matthias (M.), 172 
3; T. 3 (E.), 119 
12; T. 4 (M.), 120 

15,1-31; T. 4(E.), 121 
16; T. 4 (E.), 121 

16, 1-13; St. Matthias (E.), 172 

17, 1-54; T. 5 (M.), 122 
20, 1-17; T. 5 (E.), 123 
26; T. 5(E.), 123 


6, 22-cnd; Trinity S. (E.), 113 
11, 16, 17, 24-29; Fri. in Whit Week 
(M.), 109 

21, 4-9; Wed. in Holy Week (M.), 79 

22, 1-35; E. 3 (M.), 92 

22, 36-23, 26; E. 3 (E.), 93 

23, 27-24 end; E. 3 (E.), 93 

27, 15-end; Sat. in Whit Week (M.), 110 
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II SAMUEL 

1; T. 6 (M.), 124 
7; T. 6 (E.), 125 
12, 1-23; T. 6 (E.), 125 
15, 17-21; St. Thomas (E.l), 169 
18; T. 7 (M.), 126 
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I Kings 

3; T. 7 (E.), 127 
8, 22-43; Rog. Tues. (E.), 99 
8, 22-61; T. 7 (E.), 127 
10, 1-13; T. 8 (M.)» 128 
12; T. 8(E.), 129 
13, 1-32; T. 8 (E.), 129 
17; T. 9 (M.), 130 
18; T. 9 (E.), 131 
19; T. 9(E.), 131 
19, 1-16; Transfiguration (E.), 181 
19, 1-18; Wed. in Whit Week (M.), 108 
19, 15-end; St. Matthew (E.), 183 
21; T. 10 (M.), 132 

22, 1-40 ; T. 10 (E.), 133 

n Kings 

1, 1-15; St. James (E.l), 180 

2, 1-15; Ascension (M.), 101 

4, 8-37; T. 10 (E.), 133 
5; T. 11 (M.), 134 

8, 8-17; St. Michael (M.), 184 
0, 8-23; T. 11 (E.), 136 

17, 1-23; T. 11 (E.), 135 

18, 13-end; T. 12 (M.), 136 
19; T. 12 (E.), 137 

22; T. 13 (M.), 138 

23, 1-30; T. 13 (E.), 139 

I Chronicles 

29, 9-17; St. Matthew (E.), 183 

II Chronicles 

24, 15-22; St. Stephen (E.), 28 

30, 1-21; T. 13 (E.), 139 

Ezra 

1, 1-8, and 3; T. 14 (M.), 140 

Nehemiaii 
1, 1-2, 8; T. 14 (E.), 141 

Job 

1; T. 1 (M.), 114 
2; T. 1 (E.), 115 
3; T. 2 (M.), 110 

5, 6-end; T. 2 (E.), 117 
19; T. 3 (M.), 118 

19, 21-27; Easter Even (E.), 82 

23, 1-12; SS. Philip and James (M.), 175 

28; T. 3 (E.), 119 

29; T. 4 (M.), 120 

29, 11-16; St. Barnabas (E.l), 176 

38; T. 4(E.), 121 

42, 1-6; St. Thomas (M.), 169 

Proverbs 

1, 20-end; T. 23 (M.), 158 
2; T. 23 (E.), 159 

3, 1-18; St. Matthew (M.V 183 

3, 1-26; T. 23 (E.), 159 

4, 10-18; SS. Pliilip and James (E.l). 175 
8, 1-21; T. 24 (M.), 160 

8, 1 and 22-end; T. 24 (E.), 161 
9; T. 24 (E.), 161 


13; T. 25 (M.), 162 

14, 31-15, 17; T. 25 (E.), 163 

10, 1-19; T. 25 (E.), 163 

23, 15-end; T. 26 (M.), 164 

24, 23-end; T. 26 (E.), 165 
31, 10-cnd; T. 26 (E.), 165 

31, 10-end; St. Mary Magd. (E.l), 179 

Ecclesiastes 

11 and 12; S. before Advent (M.), 166 
Isaiah 

1, 1-20; Advent (M.), 18 
1, 18-end; Advent (E.), 19 
2; Advent (E.), 19 
5; A. 2 (M.), 20 

0, 1-8; St. John Evang. (E.), 29 
0, 1-8; Trinity (M.), 112 
7, 10-14; Christmas (E.), 27 
9, 2-7; Christmas (M.), 27 

10, 33-11, 9; A. 2 (E.), 21 

11, 1-9; Whit-Sunday (E.), 105 
11, 10-12, end; A. 2 (E.), 21 

12; Mon. in Easter Week (E.), 86 
22, 15-22; St. Matthias (E.l), 172 

25, 1-9; A. 3 (M.), 22 

25, 1-9; Tues. in Easter Week (M.), 87 
20; A. 3 (E.), 23 

20, 1-19; Tues. in Easter Week (E.), 87 
28, 1-22; A. 3 (E.), 23 
28, 9-16; SS. Simon and Jude (E.l), 186 
30, 15-21; SS. Philip and James (E.), 175 

32, 1-18; A. 4 (M.), 24 

33, 2-22; A. 4 (E.), 25 
35; A. 4 (E.), 25 

35; St. Thomas (E.), 169 
38, 1-20; T. 12 (E.), 137 
40, 1-11; Christmas 1 (M.), 32 
40, 12-end; Christmas 1 (E.), 33 

40, 12-end; Trinity (E.), 113 

41, 1-20; Christmas 1 (E.), 33 

42, 1-9; Tues. in Holy Week (M.), 78 
42, 1-16; Christmas 2 (M.), 38 

42, 5-12; St. Barnabas (E.), 179 

43, 1-13; Christmas 2 (E.), 39 

43, 14-44, 5; Christmas 2 (E.), 39 

44, 6-end; E. 1 (M.), 46 
45; E. 1 (E.), 47 

45, 18-end; St. Paul (E.), 170 
48; E. 1 (E.), 47 

49, 1-13; E. 2 (M.), 48 
49, 1-13; Jan. 5 (E.), 43 
49,1-13; St. Paul (M.), 170 

49, 14-25; Holy Innocents (E.), 30 
49,14-end; Ep. 2 (E.), 49 

50, 4-10; Ep. 2 (E.), 49 

51, 1-16; Easter S. (E.), 85 

52, 1-12; E. 1 (M.), 88 

52, 7-10; St. Mary Magdalen (M.), 179 

52, 7-12; Annunc. (M.), 173 

52, 13-53 end; Palm S. (M.), 76 

52, 13-53 end; Good Fri. (E.), 81 

54; E. 1 (E.), 89 

55; E. 2 (M.), 90 

55; St. Luke (E.l), 185 

55; Dec. 29 (M.), 34 

50, 1-8; E. 2 (E.), 91 
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57, 15-end; E. 3 (if-), 92 
58; Ash Wed. (M.), 64 
59; E. 3(E.), 93 

59, 12-cnd; Palm S. (E.), 76 
60; Epiphany (M.), 44 

60; E. 4(M.), 94 

60, 1-12; Dec. 29 (E.), 34 
60, 13-end; Dec. 30 (M-), 35 
61,1-6; St. Luke (M.), 185 
61; Epiphany (E.), 44 

61; E. 4 (E.), 95 

61; Dec. 30 (E.), 35 

61; Sat. in Whit Week (E.), 110 

62; E. 5(M.), 96 

62; New Year’s Eve (M.), 36 

62, 6-end; St. Mark (E.), 174 

63, 1-6; Jan. 2 (M.), 40 
63,7-end; E. 5 (E.), 97 
63, 7-cnd; Jan. 2 (E.), 40 

64; S. after Ascension (M.), 102 

64; Jan. 3 (M.), 41 

65, 1-16; Jan. 3 (E.), 41 

65, 17-end; S. after Ascension (E.), 103 

65, 17-end; Jan. 4 (M.), 42 

66, 1-9; Jan. 4 (E.), 42 
66, 10-end; Jan. 5 (M.), 43 

JEREMIAH 

1,4-10; St. Paul (E.l), 170 
5, 1-19; T. 16 (M.), 144 
5,20-end; T. 16 (E.), 145 
7, 1-15; T. 16 (E.), 145 
9, 23-24; St. Barnabas (M.), 176 
10, 1-16; Sept. (E.), 59 

17, 5-14; T. 17 (M.), 146 

18, 1-17; T. 17 (E.), 147 
22, 1-19; T. 17 (E.), 147 
26; T. 18 (M.), 148 

26, 1-15; St. James (E.), 180 

30, 1-3, and 10-22; T. 18 (E.), 149 

31, 1-17; Holy Innocents (M.), 30 
31, 1-20; T. 18 (E.), 149 

31, 23-37; T. 19 (M.), 150 

31, 31-34; Fri. in Whit Week (E.), 109 

35; T. 19 (E.), 151 

36; T. 19 (E.), 151 

45; St. James (M.), 180 


34, 17-end; T. 22 (E.), 157 

36, 22-36; Whit-Sunday (E.), 105 

37, 1-14; E. 1 (E.), 89 

37, 1-14; Tues. in Whit Week (M.), 107 
37, 15-end; T. 22 (E.), 157 
47, 1-12; St. Andrew (E.), 168 


DANIEL 

1; T. 14 (E.), 141 
3; T. 15 (M.), 142 
5; T. 15 (E.), 143 
6; T. 15 (E.), 143 

7, 9, 10, 13, 14 ; Ascension (E.), 101 
10, l-end; St. Michael (E.), 184 


Hosea 

11, 1-12, 6; Ep. 3 (M.), 50 
14; Ep. 3 (E.), 51 


JOEL 

2, 15-end; Ep. 3 (E.), 51 
2, 21-27; Eos. Wed. (M.), 100 
2, 28-end; Whit-Sunday (M.), 104 

Amos 

3; Ep. 4 Of-), 52 

4, 4-end; Ep. 4 (E.), 53 

5, 1-24; Ep. 4 (E.), 53 
7; Ep. 5 (M.), 54 

8; Ep. 5 (E.), 55 
9; Ep. 5 (E.), 55 

Jonah 

3; Ash Wed. (E.), 64 
MlCAH 

2; Ep. 6 (M.), 56 
3; Ep. 6 (E.), 57 
5, 2-end; Ep. 6 (E.), 57 
6; T. 12 (M.), 136 
7; T. 12 (E.), 137 

Habakkuk 

2, 1-14; T. 13 (M.), 138 

3, 2-end; T. 13 (E.), 139 


Lamentations 

1, 1-12; Mon. in Holy Week (M.), 77 
3, 1—42; Mon. in Holy Week (E.), 77 

Ezekiel 

1; St. Mark (E.l), 174 
2; T. 20 (M.), 152 

2, 1-7; St. Peter (E.l), 178 

3, 4-11; St. Peter (M.), 178 
3, 4-21; T. 20 (E.), 153 

10, 8-end; St. Michael (E.l), 184 

11, 1-1-20; Mon. in Whit. Week (M.), 106 
13, 1-16; T. 20 (E.), 153 

14; T. 21 (M.), 154 

18, 1-4 and 19-end; T. 21 (E.), 155 

33, 1-20; T. 21 (E.), 155 

34, 1-16; T. 22 (M.), 156 
34,11-16; St. Peter (E.), 178 


ZEPHANIAH 
1; T. 14 (M.), 140 
3; T. 14 (E.), 141 

3, 14-end; St. Mary Magdalen (E.), 179 
HAGGAI 

2, 1-9; Sun. before Advent (E.), 167 
2, 1-9; Presentation (E.), 171 

ZECHARIAH 

2, 10-end; Christmas Eve, 26 

8, 20-end; St. Andrew (M.), 168 

9, 9-12; Easter Even (M.), 82 

MALACHI 

3, 1-6; St. John Baptist (E.), 177 
3-4; S. before Advent (E.), 167 
4; St. John Baptist (E.), 177 
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Wisdom 

1; T. 5 01.), 122 

1, 1-7; Mon. in Whit Week (E.), 106 
2; T. 5(E.), 123 

2, 1 and 12-end; Tnes. in Holy Week 
(E.), 78 

3, 1-9; T. G (M.), 124 

3, 1-9; All Saints (E.l), 187 

4, 7-14; T. 6 (E.), 125 

5, 1-16; T. 7 (M.), 126 

5, 1-16; All Saints (M.), 187 

6, 1-11; T. 7 (E.), 127 

6, 12-end; T. 8 (M.), 128 

7, 15-8, 1; Tnes. in Whit Week (E.), 107 
7, 15-8, 1; T. 8 (E.), 129 

9; Wed. in Whit Week (E.), 108 

11, 21-12, 2; T. 9 (M.), 130 

12, 12-21; T. 9 (E.), 131 


Ecclesiasticus 

1,1-13; Quin. (M.), G2 
1, 11-end; Quin. (E.), 63 
2; L. 1 (M.), 66 

2; SS. Simon and Judo (M.), 186 

3, 17-29; T. 10 (M.), 132 

4, 11-28; L. 2 (M.), 68 

5, 1-14; L. 2 (E.), 69 

10, 12-24; L. 3 (M.), 70 

11, 7-28; T. 10 (13.), 133 

14, 20-end; St. Andrew (E.l), 168 

15, 11-end; Sex. (E.), 61 

17,1-26; L. 3(E.), 71 
18, 1-14; T. 11 (M.), 134 
27, 30-28, 9; L. 4 (M.), 72 
34, 13-end; L. 4 (E.), 73 

38, 1-14; St. Luke (E.), 185 
38,24-end; T. 11 (E.), 135 

39, 1-10; St. Bartholomew (M.), 182 
44, 1-15; All Saints (E.), 187 

48, 1-10; St. John B. 01.), 177 
51, 13-end; St. Mark (M.), 174 


BARUCH 

3, 1-14; L. 1 (E.), 67 


Song op tub Three Children 
29-37; Eve of Ascension (E.), 100 


Prayer of Manasseh 
Ash Wed. (E.), G4 


I Maccabees 

2, 1-28; T. 23 (M.), 158 
2, 29—18; T. 23 (E.), 159 
2, 42-6G; SS. Simon and Jude (E.), 186 

2, 49-end; T. 24 (M.), 160 

3, 1-26; T. 24 (E.), 161 

4, 1-25; T. 25 (M.), 162 
4,26-35; T. 25 (E.), 163 
4, 36-cnd; T. 26 (M.), 164 

14, 4-15; T. 26 (E.), 165 


St. Matthew 

1, 18-23; Annunc. (E.), 178 
1, 18-end; T. 1 (E.), 115 
1, 18-end; Jan. 2 (M.), 40 
2; T. 2 (E.), 116 
2; Jan. 3 (M.), 41 
3; L. 1 (M.), 66 

3, 1-4, 11; Jan. 4 (M.), 42 

4, 12-5, 16; Epiphany Eve (M.), 43 

4, 23-5, 16; T. 3 (E.), 119 

5,1-16; Quin. (M.), 62 

5, 17-end; T. 4 (E.), 121 
6; T. 6(E.), 123 

6, 5-18; Bog. Mon. 01.), 98 

6, 19-end; Christmas 2 (M.), 38 

6, 19-end; St. Matthew (E.l), 183 

8, 19-end; Bog. Mon. (E.), 98 
7; T. 6 (E.), 125 

7, 13-27; Christmas 2 (E.), 39 
7, 15-27; St. Matthias (M.), 172 

9, 1-17; L. 2 (M.), 68 

9, 35-10, 20; Sat. in Whit Week (M.), 110 
9, 35-10, 23; T. 7 (E.), 127 
10, 1-15; St. Bartholomew 01.), 182 
10, 16-22; St. Bartholomew (E.), 182 

10, 24-end; T. 8 (E.), 129 
11; T. 9(E.), 131 

11, 2-19; St. John Baptist (E.), 177 
13, 24-30, 36-13; St. Michael (E.), 184 
13, 2-4-52; T. 10 (E.), 133 

16, 13-end; T. 11 (E.), 135 
18, 1-10; Holy Innocents 01.), 30 
18, 1-14; L. 3 0L), 70 

18, 15-end; T. 12 (E.), 137 

19, 16-end; St. Matthew (M.), 183 

20, 1-28; T. 13 (E.), 139 

20, 17-28; L. 5 01.), 74 

21, 23-end; T. 14 (E.), 141 
24, 1-28; Advent (E.), 19 

24, 29-cnd; A. 2 (E.), 21 

25, 1-30; A. 3 (E.), 23 
25, 31-end; A. 4 (E.), 25 
26; Palin Sunday 01.), 76 
28; T. 15 (E.), 143 

28, 1-10; Tues. in Easter Week 01.), 87 
28, 16-end; Trinity Sun. (E.), 113 


St. Mark 

1, 1-11; Trinity Sun. 01.), 112 

1, 14-20; St. James (M.), 180 

2, 1-22; T. 1 (M.), 114 

2, 13-22; Ash Wed. 01.), 64 
2, 23-3, 19; T. 2 01.), 116 

4, 1-29; T. 3 (M.), 118 

5, 21-cnd; E. 3 01.), 92 

5, 21-end; St. James (E.), 180 

6, 1-32; T. 4 (M.), 120 

6, 53-7, 23; T. 5 01.), 122 

7, 24-8,10; T. 6 (M.), 124 
9, 2-32; T. 7 01.), 126 
9,33-end; Sex. (M.), 60 

10, 1-16; Sept. (E.), 59 

10, 1-31; T. 8 (M.), 128 

10, 13-16; Holy Innocents (E.), 30 

14, 1-26; L. 1 (E.), 67 

14, 27-52; L. 2(E.), 69 

14, 53-end; L. 3 (E.), 71 
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15, 1-21; L. 4 (E.), 73 

15, 22-end; L. 5 (E.), 75 

15, 40-16, 7; St. Mary Magdalen (E.), 179 

St. Luke 

1.1- 4; St. Luke (E.l), 185 
1, 1-25; T. 9 (M.), 130 

1, 5-23; St. John Bapt. (E.l), 177 
1, 2G—15; A. 4 (M.), 24 
1, 26-5G; T. 10 (M.), 132 

1, 57-end; T. 11 (M.), 134 

2, 1-20; Christmas (M.), 27 

2, 22-10; Christmas 1 (M.)» 33 

3.1- 17; A. 3(M.), 22 

3, 1-20; St. John Bapt. (M.), 177 

3.15- 22; Ep.(M.),44 

4, 1-15; T. 12 (M.), 136 

4.16- 30; Ep. 2(M.), 48 

4, 31-5, 11; T. 13 (M.), 138 

5, 1-11; Bog. Tues. (M.), 99 

6, 12-23; SS. Simon and Jude (M.), 186 

7.1- 35; E. 4(E.), 95 

7, 36-cnd; T. 14 (M.), 140 

8, 1-3; St. Mary Magdalen (E.l), 179 

9, 28-45; Transfiguration (E.l), 181 
9, 46-5G; St. James (E.l), 180 

9, 57-10,24; T. 15 (M.), 142 

10, 25-37; Quin. (E.), 63 

11, 1-28; T. 16 (M.), 144 

11, 29-end; T. 17 (M.), 146 

12.1- 21; Dec. 29 (M.), 34 

12, 1-34; T. 18 (M.), 148 
12,22-34; Dec. 30 (M.), 35 
12, 35-end; T. 19 (MA 150 
12, 35-48; Dec. 31 (M.), 36 
13; T. 20 (M.), 152 

14. 1- 24; T. 21 (M.), 154 

14, 25-15, 10; T. 22 (M.), 156 
15; L. 4(M.), 72 

15, 11-end; Sun. before Advent (E.), 167 
16; T. 23 (M0, 158 

16, 19-end; E. 4. (M.), 94 

17, 1-19 ; T. 24 (M.), 160 
17, 20-end; Sex. (E.), 61 

19, 29-end ; Palm S. (E.), 76 

20, 27-21, 4; E. 5 (M.), 96 

21, 25-36; Dec. 31 (E.), 36 

22, 1-38; T. 25 (M.), 162 

22, 39-cnd; T. 25 (E.), 163 

23, 1-25; T. 26 (M.), 164 
23, 26-end; T. 26 (E.), 165 

23, 50-cnd; Easter Even (M.), 82 

24, 1-12; Mon. in Ea3ter Week (M.), 86 
24, 13-35; E. 1 (M.), 88 

24, 36-cnd; Eve of Ascension (E.l), 100 


St. John 

1, 1-18; Sept. (M.), 58 
1, 19-34; Ep. 1 (M.), 46 
1, 35-12; St. Andrew (E.l), 168 
1, 43-end; St. Bartholomew (E.l), 182 

1, 43-eud; SS. Philip and James (E.l), 
175 

2; Ep. 3 (M.), 50 

2, 1-11; Ep. (E.), 44 

2, 13-22; Easter Even (E.), 82 

3,1-21; A.S. (M.), 18 


3, 22-end; Ep. 4 (M.), 52 

4, 1-42; Ep. 1 (E.), 47 

4, 13-end; Ep. 5 (M.), 54 
5,19-29; E. 2(M.), 90 

5, 19-40; A. 2 (M.), 20 

5, 21-end; Ep. 6 (M.), 56 

6, 1-14; SS. Philip and James (M.), 175 
6, 22-40; Ep. 3 (E.), 61 

6, 22-40; Bog. Wed. (M.), 100 
6,41-end; Ep. 4 (K.), 53 

6, 47-69; E. 5 (E.), 97 
7,14-36; Ep. 5 (E.), 55 

7, 37-8, 11; Ep. 6 (E.), 57 

8, 12-30; T. 16 (E.), 145 
8, 31-end; T. 17 (E.), 147 
9; T. 23 (E.), 159 

10; T. 24 (E.), 161 

10, 1-16; Christmas 1 (E.), 33 

11, 1-16; St. Thomas (E.l), 169 

11, 1-14; E. 3 (E.), 93 

12, 1-19; Palm Sun. (E.), 76 

12, 20-32; St. Andrew (M.), 168 
12,20-end; Ep. 2 (E.), 49 

13; T. 18 (E.), 149 

13, 1-35; Thurs. in Holy Week (E.), 80 

13, 21-35; St. John Ev. (M.), 29 
14; T. 19 (E.), 151 

14, 1-7; St. Thomas (M.), 169 

14, 1-14; Mon. in Holy Week (M.), 77 
14, 1-14; S. after Ascension (M.), 102 

14, 15-eiul; Mon. in Holy Week (E.), 77 
15; T. 20 (E.), 153 

15, 1-16; Tues. in Holy Week (M.), 78 
15, 1-16; St. Matthias (E.l), 172 

15, 17-end; Tues. in Holy Week (E.), 78 
16; T. 21 (E.), 155 

16, 1-15; Wed. in Holy Week (M.), 79 
16, 5-end; S. after Ascension (E.), 103 

16, 16-cnd; Wed. in Holy Week (E.), 79 
17; T. 22 (E.), 157 

17, 1-8; SS. Philip and James (E.), 175 
17; Thurs. in Holy Week (M.), 80 

18; Good Fri. (it.), 81 

19, 13-end; S. before Advent (M.), 166 

19, 31-end; Good Fri. (E.), 81 
20; S. before Advent (E.), 167 

20, 1-10; St. Mary Magdalen (M.), 179 
20, 1-23; Easter Sun. (E.), 85 

20, 24-end; E. 1 (E.), 89 
21; E. 2(E.), 91 

21, 15-22; St. Peter (E.), 178 


ACTS 

1.1- 14; S. after Ascension (E.), 102 

2, 12-36; Mon. in Whit Week (M.), 106 

2, 22-cnd; E. 3 (M.), 92 

2, 37-end; Mon. in Whit Week (E.), 106 

3; E. 4 (M.), 94 

3; St. Peter (E.l), 178 

4.1- 33; E. 6(M.), 96 

4, 32-eud; St. Barnabas (E.l), 176 
6; St. Stephen (M.), 28 

7, 54-8, 4; St. Stephen (E.), 28 

8, 26-end; T. 1 (E.), 115 

9, 1-31; T. 2 (E.), 117 

9, 26-31; St. Barnabas (M.), 176 
10; T. 3 (E.), 119 
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11.1- 18; St. Peter Of-), 1"8 
12, 1-11; St. Michael (M.), 184 

12, 25-13, 13; St. Mark (E.l), 174 

13, 1-2G; T. 4 (E.), 121 
14; T. 5(E.), 123 

14, 8-end; St. Barnabas (E.), 176 

15, 1-31; T. 6 (E.), 125 

15, 35-end; St. Mark (M.), 174 

16, 6-18; St. Luke (M.), 185 

16, G-end; T. 7 (E.), 127 

17, 16-end; T. 8 (E.), 129 

20, 17-35; St. Matthias (E.), 172 

20, 17-35; Sat. in Whit Week (E.), 110 

20, 17-end; T. 9 (E.), 131 

26, 1-23; St. Paul (E.l), 170 

27; T. 10 (E.), 133 

28; T. 11 (E.), 135 

Romans 

1; T. 1 Of*), Hi 
2, 17-end; Cireumc. (M.), 37 
5; T. 2 (M-), 116 
5,12-21; Aimunc. (E.l), 173 
6; T. 3(M.), 118 
6, 1-13; Easter Sun. (E.), 85 
8, 1-17; Whit-Sunday (M.), 104 
8, 18-end; Whit-Sunday (E.), 105 
12; T. 4 (M.), 120 
12, 1-5; Presentation (E.), 171 
13; Circumcision (E.), 37 
13; T. 5 (M.), 122 

14.1- 15,7; T. 6 (M.), 124 
15, 8-21; Ep. Eve (E.), 43 

I Corinthians 

1,1-25; Ep. 4 (E.), 53 

1.1- 25; T. 23 (M.), 158 

1, 18-end; St. Andrew (E.), 168 
1, 26-2, end; Ep. 5 (E.), 55 
1, 26-2, end; T. 24 (M.), 160 
2; Wed. in Whit Week (M.), 108 
3; Ep. 6 (E.), 57 
3; T. 25 (M.), 162 
3; Wed. in Whit. Week (E.), 108 
6; Sexagesima (M.), 60 

10, 1—24; Sexagesima (E.), 61 

12, 1-13; Tues. in Whit Week (M.), 107 
12, 4-cnd; Quin. (M.), 62 
12, 27-13, end; Tues. in Whit Week (E.l), 
107 

13; T. 14 Of-), 140 
13; T. 23 (E.), 159 
15, 1-28; E. 1 (M.), 88 
15, 35-end; E. 2 (M.), 90 

II Corinthians 

1.1- 22; Quin. (E.), 63 

3; Transfiguration (M.), 181 
3; Fri. in Whit Week(E.), 109 
4; L. 1 (E.), 67 
5; L. 2 (E.), 69 

5, 14-6,10; Fri. in Whit Week (M.), 109 
5, 20-7, 1; L. 3 (E.), 71 
9; L. 4 (E.), 73 

11, 16-12, 10; L. 5 (E.), 75 


Galatians 
1; Ep. 3 (E.), 51 
1, 11-end; St. Paul Of-), 170 

4, 1-7; Presentation (E.l), 171 

5, 13-end; Whit-Sunday (E.), 105 

Ephesians 

1; Christmas 2 Of-), 38 
1; T. 12 (E.), 137 

1, 3-eml; Sun. after Ascension (M.), 102 
2; Ep. 1 (M.), 46 

2; T. 13 (E.), 139 

2,11-end; SS. Simon and Jude (E.l), 186 
3; T.(E.), 113 
4, 1-16; Ascension (M.), 161 
4, 1-24; T. 14 (E.), 141 

4, 25-5, 21; T. 15 (E.), 143 

5, 22-6, 9; T. 16 (E.), 145 

6, 10-end; T. 17 (E.), 147 

PHILIPPIANS 

1; T. 7 Of.), 126 
2; T. 8 (M.), 128 

2, 1-11; Christmas 1 (E.), 33 
3; T. 9 (M.), 130 

3, 1-14; St. Paul (E.), 170 
3, 7-end; E. 2 (E.), 91 

4; T. 10 (M.), 132 

OOLOSSIANS 

1, 1-20; Christmas 1 (M.), 32 

1, 19-2, 7; Ep. 1 (E.), 47 

2, 6-17; Dec. 29 (E.), 34 

3, 1-17; Dec. 30 (E.), 35 

3, 12-4, 6; T. 11 (M.), 134 

4, 7-end; St. Luke (E.), 185 

I Tiiessalonians 

1; Jan. 2 (E.), 40 

1, 1-2, 12; Ep. 2 (E.), 49 

2, 1-16; Jan. 3 (E.), 41 

2, 17-3, end; Jan. 4 (E.), 42 

4, 13-5,11; Advent Sun. (M.), 18 

I Timothy 

1, 12-2, 7; A. 3 (M.), 22 
6; T. 13 (M.), 138 

6, 6-19; St. Matthew (E.), 183 

II Timothy 

1; T. 15 Of-), 142 

3, 14-4, 8; A. 4 (M.), 24 

4, 1-11; St. Mark (E.), 174 

Titus 

2, 1-3, 7; T. 16 (M.), 144 

2, 11-3, 7; Christmas Eve, 26 


T. 12 (M.), 136 


Philemon 
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Hebrews 

1; Ascension (E.), 101 
2,5-end; Annunciation (M.), 173 
3, 12-4, 13; Ash Wed. (E.), G4 
6; L. 1 (M.), GG 
9, 11-end; L. 2 (M.), 68 
10, 1-10; Presentation (M.), 171 

10, 19-ond; L. 3 (M.), 70 

11, 1-1G; Sun. before Advent (M.), 1GG 
11, 17-12, 2; Sun. before Advent (E.), 1G7 
11, 32-12, 2; All Saints (E.l), 187 

12; L. 4 (M.), 72 
13, 1-21 ; L. 5 (M.), 74 

James 

1; Ep. 2(M.), 48 
2; Ep. 3(M.), 50 
3; Ep. 4 (M.), 52 
3; T. 24 (E.), 1G1 
4; Ep. 5(M.),54 
4; T. 25 (E.), 1G3 
5; Ep. G (M.), 5G 
5; T. 2G(E.), 1G5 
5, 1-18; Hog. Tucs. (E.), 99 

I PETER 

1, 1-12; Mon. in Easter Week (E.), 8G 

1, 1-12; T.(M.), 112 

1, 1-21; T. 17 (M.), 14G 

1, 3-9; St. Thomas (E.), 169 

1,13-end; Tues. in Easter Week (E.), 87 

1, 22-2, 10; T. 18 (M.), 148 

2, 11-end; Good Pri. (E.), 81 

2, 11-3, 7; T. 19 (M.), 150 

3, 8-4, G; T. 20 (M.), 152 

4, 7-5, 11; T. 21 (M.), 154 


n Peter 
1; T. 22 (M.), 156 
1, 12-end; Transfiguration (E.), 181 
3, 1-14; A. 2 (M.), 20 

I John 

1, 1-2, 11; T. 18 (E.), 149 

2, 12-end; T. 19 (E.), 151 
3; Christmas 2 (E.), 39 
3; T. 20 (E.), 153 

4; T. 21 (E.), 155 
4,7-end; Christmas (E.), 27 
5; T. 22 (E.), 157 
5, 1-12; St. John Evang. (E.), 29 

Jude 

T. 26 (M.), 164 

17-end; SS. Simon and Jude (E.), 18G 
Revelation 

1, 4-18; Easter Sun. (M.), 84 

2, 1-17; E. 3 (E.), 93 

2, 18-3, G; E. 4 (E.), 95 

3, 7-end; E. 5 (E.), 97 
5; E. 1(E.), 89 

5; St. Michael (E.l), 184 
7, 9-end; All Saints (E.), 187 
14, 13-15, 4; Advent Sun. (E.), 19 
19, 6-10; All Saints (M.), 187 
20,21, 1-8; A. 2 (E.), 21 
21, 1-14; Sept, (M.), 58 
21, 9-22, 5; A. 3 (E.), 23 

21, 15-22, 5; Sept. (E.), 59 

22, C-end; A. 4 (E.), 25 


INDEX II 

LESSONS CHOSEN FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS 


Deuteronomy 


8, 7-20; Thanksgiving for Harvest, 180 

20.1- 11; „ „ „ 189 

28.1- 14; „ „ „ 189 


St. Matthew 

9, 1-14; Hospital Suuday, 193 
13, 24-30; Thanksgiving for Harvest, 189 
28, 16-20; Missionary Festival, 195 


RUTH 

1, 1-19; Missionary Festival, 195 
I SAMUEL 

3, 1-10; Sunday School Festival, 198 

16,1-13; „ „ „ 198 

I KINGS 

8, 54-G2; Dedication Festival, 188 


St. Luke 

2, 40-52; Sunday School Festival, 198 
8,40-50; „ „ „ 198 

10, 1-20; Missionary Festival, 195 
10, 25-37; Industrial Sunday, 194 

ST. JOHN 

4, 31-38; Thanksgiving for Harvest, 189 
6, 26-35; „ „ „ 189 


I Chronicles 
29; Dedication Festival, 188 

II Chronicles 

29, 25-31; Choir Festival, 192 
PROVERBS 

4, 1-13; Sunday School Festival, 198 

ISAIAH 

0, 1-8; Missionary Festival, 195 
11, 1-9; Municipal Sunday, 197 
11, 1-9; Sunday School Festival, 198 
19, 19-25; Missionary Festival, 195 
33, 13-end; Municipal Sunday, 197 
35; Industrial Sunday, 194 

49, 1-13; Missionary Festival, 195 
55; Industrial Sunday, 194 

61; „ „ 194 

AMOS 

5, 18-24; Municipal Sunday, 197 

JONAH 

3 and 4; Missionary Festival, 195 
MlCAH 

4, 1-5; Armistice Day, 191 
6; Municipal Sunday, 197 

WISDOM 

3, 1-5, 4, 7-11, 13, 14; Armistice Day, 
191 

ECCLESIASTICUS 

7, 10-15, 18, 33-36; Hospital Sunday, 
193 

38,1-14; Hospital Sunday, 193 

50, 1-24; Choir Festival, 192 

I Maccabees 

9, 3-22; Armistice Day, 191 
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ACTS 

13, 1-12; Missionary Festival, 195 
28, 1-10; Hospital Sunday, 193 

ROMANS 

8, 31-39; Armistice Day, 191 
10, 6-15; Missionary Festival, 196 
12; Industrial Sunday, 194 

13; Municipal Sunday, 197 
15, 1-21; Missionary Festival, 196 

II Corinthians 

9, 6-15; Thanksgiving for Harvest, 189 

GALATIANS 

0, 1-10; Industrial Sunday, 194 
Ephesians 

6, 10-20; Armistice Day, 191 
PlHLIPPIANS 

4, 4-9; Sunday School Festival, 198 
Coloss ians 

3, 1-11; Missionary Festival, 196 
II Timothy 

3, 14-17; Sunday School Festival, 198 
HEBREWS 

10, 19-25; Dedication Festival, 188 

11, 1, 2, 8-10, 23-27, 32-38, 12, l-2a; 
Armistice Day, 191 

I PETER 

2, 11-17, 3, 8-9; Municipal Sunday, 197 
REVELATION 
5; Choir Festival, 192 

14, 1-3, 6, 7; Choir Festival, 192 

14, 1*1—18 ; Thanksgiving for Harvest, 190 
21, 1-7; Armistice Day, 191 
21, 9-13, 21-27, 22, 1-5; Missionary 
Festival, 196 
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